
Books Inc. proudly presents Sunday Afternoon 
at The Chapel with Kermit Lynch in conversation 
with sommelier of the Michael Mina restaurant 
group, Rajat Parr to celebrate the 25th Anniver-
sary Edition of the Veuve Clicquot Wine Book 
of the Year Award, Adventures on the Wine Route, 
a delightful recounting of Kermit’s experiences 
through the wine cellars of France which has 
been thoroughly redesigned and updated with an 
epilogue and a list of the great wine connoisseur’s 
twenty-fi ve most memorable bottles. 

This is a ticketed event, to get yours visit: 
www.brownpapertickets.com/event/451035

November 5 · 7:00 PM

Mountain View  
301 Castro St 
650-428-1234

Founder, editor, and pub-
lisher of Cook’s Illustrated 
and Cook’s Country maga-
zines,  Christopher Kimball 
shares The America’s Test 
Kitchen School Cookbook.

November 5 · 7:00 PM

SF · Opera Plaza 
601 Van Ness 
415-776-1111

Books Inc. proudly 
presents a very special 
booksigning with Anne 
Rice and Christopher Rice, 
celebrating their latest 
books! 

November 15 · 7:30 PM

SF · The Castro 
2275 Market St 
415-864-6777

Books Inc. and the 
American Conservatory 
Theater proudly present 
Emmy Award-winner 
Glen Berger sharing Song 
of Spider-Man. 

November 26 · 7:00 PM

San Mateo · Episcopal 
Church of St. Matthew 
1 South El Camino Real

650-342-1481

The Episcopal Church 
of St. Matthew proudly 
presents Anne Lamott, 
discussing her new book, 
Stitches: A Handbook on 
Meaning, Hope, and Repair. 

This is a ticketed event, 
ticket price includes a copy of 
the book. Visit brownpaper
tickets.com/event/486823 to 
purchase tickets.

ENDORSE READING

By Jeff Kinney 
I was fortunate enough to grow up in a house full of books. Most 
of the credit goes to my mother, an early-childhood educator, who 
curated a home library consisting of the fi nest in kid lit. Kudos also go 
to my father, who had great taste in comic books and had drawers full 
of the best the medium had to offer. Finally, my older sister deserves 
a nod for bringing angsty coming-of-age stories into the Kinney 
household. My reading choices were as deep as they were wide.

I’m only somewhat ashamed to admit that most of my reading was 
done in the bathroom. Because of this, snappy stories and vivid 
characters were a must. It was a race against time before my legs 
fell asleep, after all.

I did a bit of curating as well. The best selections of our household 
would eventually wind up in the kids’ bathroom upstairs, ranging 
from Judy Blume’s classics (I read Blubber but steered clear of Are 
You There God? It’s Me, Margaret on a tip from one of my brothers) 
to Carl Barks’s masterful Donald Duck and Uncle Scrooge comics 
to oversized picture books (Swimmy was a particular favorite). 
These books would pile up until they became an unmanageable 
stack, at which time a disgusted parent would redistribute the 
books to their place of origin. That gave me a chance to start my 
collection anew, allowing, say, A Spell for Chameleon to replace a 
worn-out, coverless version of The Hobbit.

The point is, I had options, and lots of them. Of course I took it all 
for granted, as is a child’s wont. As I entered the wider world, I’ve 
come to appreciate the selection I had at my fi ngertips in a way 
I never could when I made my hasty march to the bathroom. I’m 
grateful now for the fact that my parents valued good literature and 
implicitly encouraged reading by bringing such a bounty of materi-
als into our home.

I have a rule for my kids: If they want a book, I’ll never say no. My kids’ 
shelves are now piled with books they’ve read and ones they’ll never 
get around to. I hope that their memories of home 
become as precious as mine are, and that they’ll 
remember that there are no greater discoveries 
than the ones found in the pages of a good book.

Meet Jeff on November 15 at Books Inc. in 
Opera Plaza — tickets are on sale at 
www.booksinc.net/ticketed-events-0
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Small Business Saturday is on November 30 this year and gives independent busi-
nesses like Books Inc. the visibility the big box stores have on the weekend after 
Thanksgiving.   Thanks to American Express and indie trade associations like the 
American Booksellers Association, Small Business Saturday is offering big opportunity 

to feel good about shopping local!
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November 24 · 2:00 PM · The Chapel · 777 Valencia St · SF

SUNDAY AFTERNOON AT THE CHAPEL



The Goldfinch by Donna Tartt
Thirteen-year-old Theo Decker miraculously 
survives an accident that kills his mother. Aban-
doned by his father, Theo is taken in by the family 
of a wealthy friend. Bewildered by his new home 
on Park Avenue, Theo fixates on a small and 

mysterious painting that reminds him of his mother, and ulti-
mately draws him into the underworld of art as an adult. The 
Goldfinch is a novel of shocking narrative, which explores the 
deepest mysteries of love, identity, and art. AVAILABLE NOW

The Valley of Amazement
by Amy Tan
Transporting readers from the collapse of China’s 
last imperial dynasty to the beginning of the 
Republic, the lost world of old Shanghai is cap-
tured through the inner workings of courtesan 

houses and the lives of the foreigners living in the International 
Settlement. The Valley of Amazement is a deeply evocative 
narrative of the profound connections between mothers and 
daughters; a story of inherited trauma, desire and deception, and 
the power and obstinacy of love. AVAILABLE NOVEMBER 5TH

Death of the Black-Haired 
Girl by Robert Stone
In an elite New England college, brilliant but care-
less professor, Steven Brookman has determined 
that for the sake of his marriage, and his soul, he 
must extract himself from his relationship with his 

electrifying student, Maud Stack. But Maud’s passions are not 
easily contained or curtailed, and soon the stakes of their rela-
tionship prove higher than either one could have anticipated, 
pitting individuals against one another and against the institu-
tions meant to protect them. AVAILABLE NOVEMBER 12TH

Havisham by Ronald Frame
Before she became the immortal and haunt-
ing Miss Havisham of Great Expectations, she 
was Catherine, a young woman with all of her 
dreams ahead of her. Sent by her father to stay 
with the Chadwycks, Catherine discovers ele-

gant pastimes to remove the taint of her family’s new money. 
But for all her growing sophistication, Catherine is anything 
but worldly, and when a charismatic stranger pays her atten-
tion, everything — her heart, her future, the very Havisham 
name — is vulnerable. AVAILABLE NOVEMBER 5TH

S. by Doug Dorst
Conceived by J.J. Abrams and written by 
award-winning novelist Doug Dorst, S. is the 
story of Jennifer and Eric, a college senior and 
a disgraced grad student, finding each other 
in the margins of the final book by prolific 

but enigmatic writer, Straka. When Jennifer finds Ship of 
Theseus she discovers the readers’ margin notes, and she 
responds with notes of her own, and so begins an unlikely 
conversation that enmeshes them in a deadly struggle 
between forces they don’t understand. AVAILABLE NOW

A Permanent Member of the 
Family by Russell Banks
These twelve stories examine the myriad ways 
we try — and sometimes fail — to connect with 
one another. Moving between the stark beauty 
of winter in upstate New York and the seduc-

tive heat of Florida, A Permanent Member of the Family 
charts with subtlety and precision the ebb and flow of both 
the families we make for ourselves and the ones we’re born 
into, as it asks how we know the ones we love and, in turn, 
ourselves. AVAILABLE NOVEMBER 12TH

We Are Water by Wally Lamb
After twenty-seven years of marriage and 
three children, outsider artist Annie Oh has 
fallen in love with Viveca, the wealthy, cul-
tured, confident Manhattan art dealer who 
orchestrated her professional success. Plan-

ning to wed in the Oh family’s hometown of Three Rivers, 
Connecticut, where gay marriage has recently been legal-
ized, the impending wedding provokes some very mixed 
reactions and opens a Pandora’s box of toxic secrets — dark 
and painful truths that have festered below the surface of 
the Ohs’ lives. AVAILABLE NOW

Rustication by Charles Palliser
Winter, 1863. Richard Shenstone, aged seventeen, 
has been sent down — “rusticated” — from Cam-
bridge under a cloud of suspicion. Addicted to 
opium and tormented by sexual desire, he finds 
temporary refuge in a dilapidated old mansion on 

the southern English coast inhabited by his newly impoverished 
mother and his sister, Effie. Soon, graphic and threatening let-
ters begin to circulate among his neighbors, and Richard finds 
himself the leading suspect in a series of crimes and misde-
meanors ranging from vivisection to murder. AVAILABLE NOW

Bellman & Black 
by Diane Setterfield
As a boy, William Bellman recklessly aimed 
his slingshot at a resting rook, killing the bird 
instantly. Soon, the act was forgotten. Years later, 
William meets a mysterious stranger whose pres-

ence coincides with his fortunes turning, and the terrible and 
unforeseen consequences of his past indiscretion take root. In 
a desperate bid to save the only precious thing he has left, he 
enters into a rather strange bargain, with an even stranger part-
ner. And Bellman & Black is born. AVAILABLE NOVEMBER 5TH

Tatiana by Martin Cruz Smith
Arkady Renko, one of the iconic investigators of 
contemporary fiction, has survived the cultural 
journey from the Soviet Union to the New Russia, 
only to find the nation as obsessed with secrecy 
and brutality as was the old Communist dictator-

ship. In Tatiana, the melancholy hero cynical, analytical, and 
quietly subversive unravels a mystery as complex and danger-
ous as modern Russia itself. More than a mystery, Tatiana is 
Martin Cruz Smith’s most ambitious and politically daring 
novel since Gorky Park. AVAILABLE NOVEMBER 12TH

Hild by Nicola Griffith
Working from what little historical record is 
extant from the Middle Ages, Hild is a fascinating 
novelization of one of the pivotal figures of the 
time: Saint Hilda of Whitby. In seventh-century 
Britain, small kingdoms are merging, frequently 

and violently. With her place established as the king’s seer at 
the side of her uncle, Edwin of Northumbria, Hild is indispens-
able — unless she should ever lead the king astray. AVAILABLE 
NOVERMBER 12TH
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Tartine Book Nº 3
by Chad Robertson
The third in a series of classic, collectible cook-
books, Tartine Book No. 3 is a revolutionary, 
and altogether timely, exploration of baking 

with whole grains. Interwoven with Chad Robertson’s narra-
tive of the search for ancient flavors in heirloom grains, are 85 
recipes for whole-grain versions of Tartine favorites, new tech-
niques for whole-grain loaves, 100+ photographs, and pastry 
recipes revisited, and reformulated, to include whole grains, 
nut milks, and alternative sweeteners, making this a must-have 
reference for the modern baker. AVAILABLE NOW

The Art of Simple Food II
by Alice Waters
A beautiful vegetable-focused book, The Art of 
Simple Food II showcases flavor as inspiration 
and embodies Alice’s vision for eating what 
grows in the earth all year long. She shares her 

understanding of the whole plant, demystifying the process 
of growing and cooking your own food, and reveals the vital 
links between taste, cooking, gardening, and taking care of 
the land. Along the way, she inspires you to feed yourself 
deliciously through the seasons. AVAILABLE NOW

Manresa: An Edible 
Reflection by David Kinch & 
Christine Muhlke
Since opening Manresa in 2002, Kinch has 
done more to create a sense of place through 

his food than any other chef on the West Coast. The restaurant’s 
unconventional pairings draw on techniques both traditional and 
modern that combine with the heart of the Manresa experience: 
fruits and vegetables. Manresa shares the philosophies and pas-
sions of Kinch whose restaurant draws its inspiration globally, 
while always keeping a profound connection to the people, pro-
ducers, and bounty of the land that surrounds it. AVAILABLE NOW

The A.O.C. Cookbook
by Suzanne Goin
Suzanne Goin developed the idea for A.O.C. 
at the bar of her restaurant Lucques, where 
diners would casually enjoy wines by the glass 

and share several seasonal appetizers. So she and her business 
partner and wine director, Caroline Styne, opened a restaurant 
where ordering and eating became a communal affair, and simple, 
seasonal flavors became the stars of every dish, easily enhanced 
by a perfectly paired glass of wine. Now, Goin shares the recipes 
for these wonderfully distinct dishes. AVAILABLE NOW

The French Kitchen 
Cookbook by Patricia Wells
A master class in fresh, delicious, French-
inspired cooking. Patricia’s meticulously 
written recipes explain the basics — rules 

that will help anyone become a better cook — while providing 
the deep satisfaction that comes from creating exquisite food 
that extracts the best of fresh ingredients. Here are some of 
her best recipes for appetizers, desserts, and everything in 
between, dishes inspired by the vibrant Provencal country-
side and the bustle of Parisian life. AVAILABLE NOW

Provence, 1970 by Luke Barr
In 1970, the iconic culinary figures James 
Beard, M.F.K. Fisher, Julia Child, Richard 
Olney, Simone Beck, and Judith Jones found 
themselves together in the South of France. 
They cooked and ate, talked and argued, about 

the future of food in America. The conversations among this 
group were chronicled by M.F.K. Fisher in journals and let-
ters — some of which were later discovered by Luke Barr, 
her great-nephew. Captured here is this seminal season, 
complete with gossip, drama, and contemporary relevance. 
AVAILABLE NOW

Food
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The History of Middle Earth
by Graham Robb
While planning a bicycling trip along the Her-
aklean Way, the ancient route from Portugal to 
the Alps, Graham Robb discovered a door to 
the forgotten world of the Celts — a beautiful 

and precise pattern of towns and holy places based on astro-
nomical and geometrical measurements. Here Robb reveals 
the ancient secrets of the Celts, demonstrates the lasting 
influence of Druid science, and recharts the exploration of 
the world and the spread of Christianity. AVAILABLE NOW

Heretics and Heroes
by Thomas Cahill
In Volume VI of his acclaimed Hinges of History 
series, the inimitable bestselling author Thomas 
Cahill guides us through the thrilling period of 
the Renaissance and the Reformation. Begin-

ning with the continent-wide disaster of the Black Death, 
Cahill traces the many developments in European thought 
and experience that served both the new humanism of the 
Renaissance and the seemingly abrupt religious alterations of 
the increasingly radical Reformation. AVAILABLE NOW

The Kennedy Half-Century
by Larry J. Sabato
John F. Kennedy died almost half a century ago 
— yet because of his extraordinary promise 
and untimely death, his star still resonates 
strongly. On the anniversary of his assas-

sination, celebrated political scientist and analyst Larry J. 
Sabato — himself a teenager in the early 1960s and inspired 
by JFK and his presidency — explores the fascinating and 
powerful influence he has had over five decades on the 
media, the general public, and especially on each of his nine 
presidential successors. AVAILABLE NOW

Mr. Selden’s Map of China
by Timothy Brook
In 2009, an extraordinary map of China from 
1659 was discovered in Oxford’s Bodleian Library. 
Neither historians of China nor cartography 
experts had ever seen anything like it. The 

“Selden Map,” as it is known, was a puzzle that needing solving. 
Brook, a historian of China, set out to explore the riddle. His 
investigation will lead readers around this elegant, enigmatic 
work of art, and from the heart of China, via the Southern 
Ocean, to the court of King James II. AVAILABLE NOW

A History of the World  
in 12 Maps by Jerry Brotton
The long road to our present geographical 
reality was rife with controversy, manipula-
tion, and special interests trumping science. 
Through the centuries maps have been wielded 

to promote any number of imperial, religious, and economic 
agendas, and have represented the idiosyncratic and uneasy 
fusion of science and subjectivity. Conjuring the worlds that 
produced these notable works of cartography, Brotton tells 
the stories of those who created, used, and misused them 
for their own ends. AVAILABLE NOVEMBER 14TH

The War That Ended Peace
by Margaret MacMillan
The War That Ended Peace brings vividly to 
life the military leaders, politicians, diplomats, 
bankers, and the extended, interrelated family of 
crowned heads across Europe who failed to stop 

the descent into World War I. There are the would-be peace-
makers as well, among them prophets of the horrors of future 
wars whose warnings went unheeded. With indelible portraits, 
MacMillan shows how the fateful decisions of a few powerful 
people changed the course of history. AVAILABLE NOW

Fire and Light
by James MacGregor Burns
James MacGregor Burns illuminates the 
two-hundred-year conflagration of the 
Enlightenment. Today the same questions 
Enlightenment thinkers grappled with have 

taken on new urgency around the world: What should a 
nation be? What should citizens expect from their govern-
ment? What is happiness, and what can the state contribute 
to it? Burns’s exploration of the ideals and arguments that 
formed the bedrock of our modern world shines a new light 
on these ever-important questions. AVAILABLE NOW

Empress Dowager CIXI
by Jung Chang
Under Cixi’s rule, China attained virtually all 
the attributes of a modern state: industries, 
railways, electricity, the telegraph and an army 
and navy with up-to-date weaponry. Packed 

with drama, fast paced and gripping, Empress Dowager is 
both a panoramic depiction of the birth of modern China 
and an intimate portrait of a woman: as the concubine to 
a monarch, as the absolute ruler of a third of the world’s 
population, and as a unique stateswoman. AVAILABLE NOW

Boy Detective
by Roger Rosenblatt
Resisting the deadening silence of his family 
home in the elegant yet stiflingly safe neighbor-
hood of Gramercy Park, nine-year-old Roger 
imagines himself a private eye. A grown man 

now, he investigates his own life and the life of the city as he 
walks, exploring the New York of the 1950s, and the authors 
who walked there before him. The Boy Detective treads the 
line between a novel and a poem, displaying a world at once 
dangerous and beautiful. AVAILABLE NOVEMBER 5TH

This Is the Story of a Happy 
Marriage by Ann Patchett
This Is the Story of a Happy Marriage 
stretches from Patchett’s childhood to the 
present day, from a disastrous early marriage 
to a later happy one, covering a multitude of 

topics, including relationships with family and friends, and 
charts the hard work and joy of writing. As she shares sto-
ries of the people, places, ideals, and art to which she has 
remained indelibly committed, Ann Patchett brings into 
focus the large experiences and small moments that have 
shaped her. AVAILABLE NOVEMBER 5TH

The Bite in the Apple
by Chrisann Brennan
The Bite in the Apple is the very human tale 
of Jobs’s ascent and the toll it took, told from 
the author’s unique perspective as his first 
girlfriend, co-parent, friend, and — like many 

others — object of his cruelty. Brennan writes with depth 
and breadth, talks with passion about an idealistic young 
man who was driven to change the world, about a young 
father who denied his own child, and about a man who mis-
took power for love. AVAILABLE NOW

The Heart of Everything 
That Is by Bob Drury & Tom Clavin
The great Oglala Sioux chief Red Cloud was 
the only Plains Indian to defeat the United 
States Army in a war. But unlike Sitting Bull, 
Crazy Horse, or Geronimo, the fog of history 

has left Red Cloud strangely obscured. Now, thanks to 
painstaking research, his incredible story can finally be told. 
Drawing on a wealth of evidence that includes Red Cloud’s 
autobiography, lost for nearly a hundred years, Bob Drury 
and Tom Clavin bring their subject to life again. AVAILABLE 
NOVEMBER 5TH

Fosse by Sam Wasson
Drawing on a wealth of unpublished material 
and hundreds of sources — friends, enemies, 
lovers, and collaborators — Wasson illumi-
nates not only Fosse’s prodigious professional 
life, but also his close and conflicted relation-

ships. Wasson also uncovers the deep wounds that propelled 
Fosse’s insatiable appetites — for spotlights, women, and 
life itself. In this sweeping, richly detailed account, Wasson’s 
stylish, effervescent prose proves the ideal vehicle for 
revealing Bob Fosse as he truly was — after hours, close up, 
and in vibrant color. AVAILABLE NOVEMBER 5TH

The Death of Santini
by Pat Conroy
While the publication of The Great Santini 
brought Pat Conroy much acclaim, the rift 
it caused with his father brought even more 
attention. Their long-simmering conflict burst 

into the open, fracturing an already battered family. But 
as Pat tenderly chronicles here, even the oldest of wounds 
can heal. The Death of Santini is at once a heart-wrench-
ing account of personal and family struggle and a poignant 
lesson in how the ties of blood can both strangle and offer 
succor. AVAILABLE NOW

Furious Cool by David & Joe Henry
The culture into which Richard Pryor was born 
— his mother was a prostitute; his grandmother 
ran the whorehouse — helped him evolve into 
one of the most innovative performers ever. Now, 
Joe and David Henry bring him to life both as a 

man and as an artist, providing an in-depth appreciation of his 
talent and his lasting influence, as well as an insightful exami-
nation of the world he lived in and the influences that shaped 
both his persona and his art. AVAILABLE NOVEMBER 5TH

The Letters of Arthur 
Schlesinger, Jr. edited by 
Andrew & Stephen Schlesinger 
Written with the range and insight that made 
Schlesinger an indispensable figure, these letters 

reflect the evolution of his thought — and of American liberal-
ism — from the 1940s to the first decade of the new millennium. 
Whether he is arguing against the merits of preemptive war, 
advocating for a more forceful policy on civil rights, or simply 
explaining his preference in neckwear, Schlesinger reveals him-
self as a formidable debater and consummate wit who reveled 
in rhetorical combat. AVAILABLE NOW

The Great War by Joe Sacco
The Battle of the Somme has come to epito-
mize the madness of the First World War. 
Almost 20,000 British soldiers were killed and 
another 40,000 were wounded that first day, 
and there were more than one million casual-

ties by the time the offensive halted. Joe Sacco depicts the 
events of that day in an extraordinary, 24-foot- long pan-
orama. Printed on fine accordion-fold paper and packaged 
in a deluxe slipcase with a 16-page booklet, this is a land-
mark in Sacco’s illustrious career. AVAILABLE NOW
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1 7:00 PM · Berkeley · 1760 4th Street ·  
510-525-7777

With works exhibited from Oakland and Berke-
ley, to London and Madrid, Books Inc. Berkeley 
proudly celebrates the artwork of Lux Nueve, a.k.a 
Gata. Born in Madrid, and momentarily settled 
in the Bay Area, Gata has studied the Practice of 
Art at UC Berkeley’s Honor’s Studio, and holds 
an undergraduate degree in Fine Arts from Com-
putense University of Madrid. Gata also holds a 
Professional Degree in Piano and Composition 
from the Professional Music Conservatory in 
Arturo Soria, Madrid. Stop by and view Gata’s 
artwork from October through November 3rd.

7:00 PM · Alameda · 1344 Park Street ·  
510-522-2226

Founding editor at the award-winning The 
Alameda Sun community newspaper, and 
awarded Honorable Mention in Biography at 
the Great Northwestern Book Festival and SF 
Book Festival in 2013, Julia Park Tracey shares 
the second volume of Doris Bailey’s early 20th 
century diaries, Reaching for the Moon: More 
Diaries of a Roaring Twenties Teen, an apt summa-
tion of her life following a life-threatening bout 
of scarlet fever in Prohibition era America.

2 11:00 AM · SF · The Marina · 
2251 Chestnut St · 415-931-3633

Oh My Gosh! Story Time presents Disney anima-
tor Frans Vischer sharing the second Fuddles the 
cat adventure, A Very Fuddles Christmas. When 
Fuddles, the pampered and overly indulged 
feline, assumes Christmas is just for him he 
finds himself chased outside in the cold ice and 
snow and he must make his way back home in 
time to celebrate the merriest time of year. 

1:00 PM · SF · The Marina ·  
2251 Chestnut St · 415-931-3633

Books Inc. in the Marina proudly presents the 
Northern California chapter of Sisters In Crime Fall 
Showcase 2013, featuring Juliet Blackwell, Lindsey 
Crane (Linda Rebel), J.J. Lamb, Ada Madison (Camille 
Minichino), Terry Shames, and Simon Wood. 

3 2:00 PM · Belmont Library · 
1110 Alameda De Las Pulgas ·  
650-591-8286

The Belmont Library presents Bill Petrocelli
sharing his debut novel The Circle of Thirteen. 

4 7:30 PM · SF · Nourse Theater · 
275 Hayes Street · 415-392-4400

City Arts and Lectures presents August 
Kleinzhaler, author of The Hotel Oneira: Poems, 
and Alec Soth, author of Broken Manual, in 
conversation with Steven Winn.

6:00 PM · SF · Marines’ Memorial Club · 
609 Sutter St · 415-673-6672

The Marines’ Memorial Club presents David 
Finkel, author of Thank You For Your Service.

5 7:00 PM · SF · Opera Plaza ·  
601 Van Ness · 415-776-1111

Just because Halloween has passed doesn’t 
mean the supernatural is taking a break, and 
we’ve got proof. Books Inc. proudly presents 
a very special booksigning with Anne Rice cel-
ebrating the release of the second installment 
in the engaging and adventurous Wolf Gift 
Series, The Wolves of Midwinter. But wait, that’s 
not all! Joining Anne for this special evening is 
Christopher Rice, celebrating the release of the 
lush and masterfully crafted, The Heavens Rise.

7:00 PM · Mountain View · 301 Castro St · 
650-428-1234

Founder, editor, and publisher of Cook’s Illus-
trated and Cook’s Country magazines, and the 
friendly face that shares the secrets to perfect 
cooking on PBSs America’s Test Kitchen, 
Christopher Kimball shares The America’s Test 
Kitchen School Cookbook. Whether you’re 
starting out in the kitchen or have been cook-
ing for years, this essential guide to cooking 
fundamentals, featuring 3000+ step photos 
and 500+ recipes, will make you a better cook 
for everything from scrambled eggs and roast 
chicken to layer cakes and fruit tarts.

7:00 PM · Berkeley · 1760 4th Street ·  
510-525-7777

Creative force behind the beautiful blog 
emmadime.com, Emma Robertson shares Knit-
ting by Design, a unique and creative approach 
— packed with visual aids from photography 
to hand-drawn sketches. 

7:30 PM · SF · Nourse Theater ·  
275 Hayes Street · 415-392-4400

City Arts and Lectures presents Doris 
Kearns Goodwin, discussing The Bully Pulpit: 
Theodore Roosevelt, William Howard Taft, and 
the Golden Age of Journalism, in conversation 
with Roy Eisenhardt.

6 6:00 PM · SF · Laurel Village ·  
3515 California St · 415-221-3666

Pajama Party at Laurel Village! Put on your 
Jammies and join the party! Literary Mamas 
will be here to read stories and take part in the 
fun. Visit www.literarymama.com for details!

7:00 PM · Berkeley · 1760 4th Street ·  
510-525-7777

Assistant professor of English and compara-
tive literature at San Jose State University, 
and winner of the 2009 Michael Shaara Prize 
for Excellence in Civil War Fiction, Nick Taylor 
shares Father Junipero’s Confessor. Coinciding 
with the 300th anniversary of Junipero Serra’s 
birth, this meticulously researched fiction 
provides a vivid look at the atmosphere of early 
California while exploring the politics of the era.

7:00 PM · Alameda · 1344 Park Street · 
510-522-2226

Alameda Island Poets and Writers presents 
an evening hosted by Nanette Bradley Deetz and 
featuring Anthony Pino, sharing A Hidden Rivera, a 

collection of stories and poems dealing with the 
themes of humanity’s assault on its environment 
and on itself, and Vince Storti, recent winner of 
first prize, medium length poem, Maggie Meyer 
Memorial Poetry Contest (2011) from Bay Area 
Poets Coalition, sharing his latest work featured 
in the anthology the North Coast Review. 

7:30 PM · SF · Nourse Theater · 
275 Hayes Street · 415-392-4400

City Arts and Lectures presents Billy Collins 
in a solo reading, sharing from his latest col-
lection Aimless Love: New and Selected Poems.

7 7:00 PM · SF · Opera Plaza ·  
601 Van Ness · 415-776-1111

Creative writing professor at the University 
of South Maine, and memoirist, Susan Conley
shares the much buzzed novel Paris Was the 
Place, a profoundly moving portrait set in 1980s 
Paris which explores how much it matters to 
belong — to a country, or any one place — while 
beautifully examining the most complicated 
and glorious aspects of the human existence.

7:30 PM · SF · The Castro · 
2275 Market St · 415-864-6777

What are you? A Bear? An Otter? Perhaps a 
wolf? Guide for the Modern Bear answers this 
question and more as it explores the modern 
bear family. Think of it as your field guide for 
studying and understanding these captivating 
creatures in their natural habitats. See where 
they live, how they work, and the many ways 
they play. So, join authors Travis Smith and 
Chris Bale, put on your favorite flannel shift, 
and get ready to experience your inner bear. 
All together now. . . “GRRR!”

7:00 PM · Palo Alto · Town & Country  
Village · 650-321-0600

Co-owner of fellow indie booksellers Book 
Passage, Bill Petrocelli shares his first work 
of fiction The Circle of Thirteen in conversation 
with author Cara Black. Bill’s debut novel is a 
gripping thriller set in the turbulent world of 
2082 which provides an emotionally grounded 
window into the future’s unforgettable history.

7:00 PM · Berkeley · 1760 4th Street ·  
510-525-7777

Join Books Inc. Berkeley for a night full of 
philosophical pondering, and just the right 
amount of laughs, with co-author of the New 
York Times bestseller Plato and a Platypus 
Walk Into a Bar, Thomas Cathcart sharing the 
provocative and lively The Trolley Problem, Or 
Would You Throw the Fat Guy Off the Bridge?: A 
Philosophical Conundrum, and Professor of Phi-
losophy at Stanford, and co-host of the radio 
program Philosophy Talk, John Perry sharing 
the compulsively readable, and perfectly 
sized, The Art of Procrastination.

7:30 PM · SF · Nourse Theater ·  
275 Hayes Street · 415-392-4400

Join KQED President John Boland in con-
versation with Rebecca Eaton, the Emmy 
Award-winning producer of PBS’s Master-
piece and Mystery! In her new memoir, Making 
Masterpiece: 25 Years Behind the Scenes of 

Masterpiece Theatre and Mystery! on PBS, Eaton 
takes us on a backstage tour of the popular 
shows of the last three decades including 
Downton Abbey, Sherlock and Prime Suspect. To 
purchase a ticket please visit: events.kqed.org

7:00 PM · SF · World Affairs Council · 
312 Sutter St · 415-293-4600

The World Affairs Council presents Hus-
sain Haqqani, author of Magnificent Delusions: 
Pakistan, the United States, and an Epic History 
of Misunderstanding.

7:00 PM · SF · JCCSF · 3200 California St · 
415-292-1200

The JCCSF presents Garrison Keillor, shar-
ing his latest title, O, What a Luxury: Verses 
Lyrical, Vulgar, Pathetic, and Profound.

8 7:00 PM · Alameda · 1344 Park 
Street · 510-522-2226

Grab your platform shoes and wide necktie, 
and get down with Books Inc. Alameda and 
authors Ericka Blount Danois sharing Love, 
Peace, and Soul, a celebratory behind-the-scenes 
collection of anecdotes, stories, and reflec-
tions on the show Soul Train, its mellifluous 
host, Don Cornelius, and the power of black 
music and dance on television, and Rickey 
Vincent sharing Party Music, a look beyond the 
mainstream civil rights movement of the Black 
Panthers that connects the black music tradi-
tion with the black activist tradition. To round 
out this evening of nostalgia and soul is DJ Tom 
LG spinning Soul Train flavored vinyl!

7:00 PM · SF · JCCSF · 3200 California St · 
415-292-1200

The JCCSF presents Jared Diamond, sharing 
his latest title, The World Until Yesterday: What 
Can We Learn from Traditional Societies?.

9 2:00 PM · Belmont Library ·  
1110 Alameda De Las Pulgas · 
650-591-8286

The Belmont Library presents Jennifer Fos-
berry, author of Isabella, Star of the Story.

12 7:00 PM · SF · Opera Plaza ·  
601 Van Ness · 415-776-1111

Books Inc. Opera Plaza proudly presents a 
night of poetry with Alan Soldofsky, Director of 
San Jose State University’s Creative Writing 
Program, with poems featured in The Nation 
and The North American Review, among oth-
ers, sharing In the Buddha Factory, a captivating 
collection of poetry featuring the backdrop of 
Silicon Valley. Joining Alan for this lovely eve-
ning is PEN Center USA Award-recipient, two 
time Northern California Book Award-winner, 
and National Book Critics Circle finalist, Jack 
Marshall, sharing Spiral Trace, an unflinching, 
and soulful poetic lament on a ravaged planet. 

6:00 PM · Berkeley · 1760 4th Street ·  
510-525-7777

Books Inc. Berkeley celebrates the art of Kellyann 
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Gilson Lyman. With over fifteen years experi-
ence in creating colorist art & design practice 
in abstraction, Kellyann’s vivacious art explores 
positive cultural concepts in humanity, offer-
ing the viewer reflection through a conceptual 
abstract colorist palette. Stop by and view Kelly-
ann’s art from November 3rd through the 30th, 
and join us for this lovely reception on the 12th!

7:00 PM · Palo Alto · Town & Country  
Village · 650-321-0600

Previous professor of literature and writ-
ing at Yale University, Bread Loaf School 
of English, and Stanford University’s 
Continuing Studies Program, acclaimed 
author Harriet Scott Chessman celebrates the 
release of her much-anticipated new novel, 
The Beauty of Ordinary Things, a powerful 
story about our yearning for wholeness and 
the enduring weight of our briefest encoun-
ters. Wine and snacks will be served. Please 
join us and raise a glass to fine writing, good 
reading, and great indie bookselling! 

7:00 PM · SF · World Affairs Council ·  
312 Sutter St · 415-293-4600

The World Affairs Council presents David 
Folkenflik, author of Murdoch’s World: The Last 
of the Old Media Empires.

13 7:00 PM · Palo Alto · Town & 
Country Village · 650-321-0600

Preparing for an empty nest can be an 
overwhelming experience, with college 
applications, and sudden, strong sentimental 
moments striking you at every turn. But have 
no fear, Toni Piccinni is here to help you tra-
verse the rocky road that is motherhood with 
The Goodbye Year: Wisdom and Culinary Therapy 
to Survive Your Child’s Senior Year of High School 
(and Reclaim the You of You). With the wisdom 
she’s acquired from saying goodbye three 
times to her own children, this book is the 
perfect guide to modern sensibilities as well 
as a lovingly thought out collection of recipes 
that are sure to comfort.

7:00 PM · Berkeley · 1760 4th Street ·  
510-525-7777

H.S. Kim shares Waxing Moon, an epic story set 
in feudal 19th century Korea, in the household 
of wealthy landowner Mr. O. As the servants 
and wives within the household compete for a 
greater degree of influence, the political unrest 
outside steers Korea through the tension of the 
Joseon Dynasty. Told with warmth and humor, 
this historical novel is a passionate look at char-
acters driven by ambition yet tempered by love.

7:00 PM · SF · World Affairs Council ·  
312 Sutter St · 415-293-4600

The World Affairs Council presents Lester 
R. Brown, author of Breaking New Ground: A 
Personal History.

14 7:00 PM · SF · Opera Plaza ·  
601 Van Ness · 415-776-1111

Listed by the New York Times as one of the 
bestselling cookbook authors of all time, James 

Beard Cookbook Hall of Fame-inductee Mollie 
Katzen shares her latest inspirational cookbook, 
The Heart of the Plate: Vegetarian Recipes for a New 
Generation, a complete reinvention of the vege-
tarian repertoire featuring light, sharp, simple, 
and modular recipes, vibrant illustrations and 
photographs by Mollie, and of course her inimi-
table helpful, clear, and funny voice.

7:00 PM · Berkeley · 1760 4th Street ·  
510-525-7777

Creator of the short-loved show, and long-run-
ning website, Post Punk Kitchen, and named 
favorite cookbook author in VegNews for 
seven years running, America’s bestselling 
vegan author Isa Moskowitz, shares Isa Does It: 
Amazingly Easy, Wildly Delicious Vegan Recipes 
for Every Day of the Week. Featuring her own 
beautiful photographs, this delicious collection 
features 150 new recipes with tips and strate-
gies to cooking delicious vegan meals every 
day of the week in 30 minutes or less.

7:00 PM · Alameda · 1344 Park Street ·  
510-522-2226

Former journalist, and voice of the blog Work-
ing Moms Break, Katrina Alcorn shares Maxed 
Out: American Moms on the Brink. Part memoir, 
part journalistic research, Katrina’s insights 
examine what it means to be a working mom 
today, and how to bounce back healthier, hap-
pier, and more productive when the pressure 
becomes too much.

7:00 PM · Palo Alto · Town & Country  
Village · 650-321-0600

Regular contributor to The Huffington Post, Len 
Filppu shares Prime Time Dads. When faced with 
first-time fatherhood at the age of 49, Len went 
through a mixed bag of emotions and came out 
more optimistic than ever. Full of encouragement 
and inspiration, this is Len’s honest, and sincere, 
guide for men of all ages, and the women who 
love them, that are considering the awesome 
responsibilities and rich rewards of parenthood. 

15 4:00 PM · SF · Opera Plaza ·  
601 Van Ness · 415-776-1111

Named by Time magazine as one of the 100 
Most Influential People in the world in 2009, 
#1 New York Times bestselling author Jeff 
Kinney joins us at Books Inc. Opera Plaza to 
celebrate book number eight in the Diary 
of a Wimpy Kid Series, Hard Luck. This very 
special signing event will feature the Diary 
of a Wimpy Kid tour bus, packed full of Hard 
Luck activities that will begin one hour before 
the event and continue throughout the sign-
ing!!! This is a ticketed event, to get yours visit: 
booksincpresentsjeffkinney.bpt.me

7:30 PM · SF · The Castro ·  
2275 Market St · 415-864-6777

Books Inc. and the American Conservatory 
Theater proudly present Emmy Award-win-
ner Glen Berger sharing Song of Spider-Man. 
Full of his signature mix of big ambition and 
self-deprecating humor, Berger gives a first-
hand account of collaborating with two rock 
legends and superstar director Julie Taymor to 
stage the biggest, most expensive production 

in theater history. — Through Nov 20, David 
Strathairn returns to A.C.T. in Glen Berger’s 
captivating solo drama Underneath the Lintel. 
Visit www.act-sf.org/lintel by Nov. 5 and enter 
code OVERDUE for up to 50% off select per-
formances. Subject to availability, discounts 
cannot be applied to previously ordered tickets.

7:00 PM · Berkeley · 1760 4th Street · 
510-525-7777

Join Books Inc. Berkeley for a launch party 
celebrating family and individual psycho-
therapist, Jason Brand’s warm-hearted and 
clear-cut guide to managing the digital gad-
gets that have been issued to your child for the 
1-to-1 device program with, 1-To-1 at Home: A 
Guide to School Issued Laptops and Tablets. Writ-
ten from the perspective of a family therapist 
who works to help families get to the heart 
of complicated matters, this guide gives par-
ents the language to keep conversations on 
track and provides the perspectives of other 
adults — educators and parents — who have 
addressed similar challenges.

7:00 PM · Alameda · 1344 Park Street ·  
510-522-2226

Books Inc. Alameda presents an evening that 
packs a literary punch with Daniel LeVesque, 
whose work has appeared in numerous anthol-
ogies and magazines, including Punk Globe, 
sharing the quirky, glorious story of Francis’ 
journey from religious cult, to beauty cult, and 
finally to true fulfillment in, Hairdresser on Fire, 
and Ali Liebgotts, founding editor at Writers 
Among Artists, with work regularly appearing 
on The Believer Logger, sharing Cha-Ching! A 
tender, unforgettable story about being young 
and broke in America, and the conjoined 
hearts of love and addiction. 

17 5:00 PM · SF · Laurel Village ·  
3515 California St · 415-221-3666

Former editor for the Nob Hill Gazette, and 
longtime feature columnist at the San Fran-
cisco Chronicle, Merla Zellerbach shares her 
latest mystery, The A-List Murders. Wrought 
with wit and elegance, the story follows gutsy 
lady Hallie Marsh as she becomes an acci-
dental detective and finds herself zigzagging 
through San Francisco’s high society while 
discovering its lowdown and dirty secrets.

19 6:00 PM · Burlingame · 1375 
Burlingame Ave · 650-685-4911

Former criminal defense attorney who has served 
as a legal analyst for ABC, ESPN, and USA Today, 
and member of the Assassination Archives and 
Research Center in Washington, DC, Mark Shaw
shares The Poison Patriarch: How the Betrayals of 
Joseph P. Kennedy Caused the Assassination of JFK, a 
fascinating and unique account of what happened 
in Dallas in 1963 which focuses on why attorney 
general Robert F. Kennedy wasn’t killed in 1963 
and President John F. Kennedy was.

7:00 PM · Mountain View · 301 Castro St · 
650-428-1234

Emergency medicine physician in Northern 

California, John Burley celebrates the launch of 
his debut novel, The Absence of Mercy. Called “a 
smart, disturbing and heartbreaking thriller” by 
Kirkus Reviews, this spine-tingling story is set in 
a tight-knit Midwestern community, and centers 
around the towns medical examiner, Dr. Ben Ste-
venson. Following the brutal murder of a local 
teenager, Dr. Stevenson uncovers dark secrets 
that could potentially shatter his quiet commu-
nity, and force him to confront a haunting truth.

7:00 PM · Palo Alto · Town & Country  
Village · 650-321-0600

The Peninsula Parlour presents Pushcart 
Prize-nominee, and fiction editor at Able 
Muse, Nina Schuyler, discussing The Translator, 
in conversation with Lisen Stromberg. When 
renowned translator Hanne Schubert falls 
down a flight of stairs, she suffers from an 
unusual but real condition — the loss of her 
native language. Speaking only Japanese, a 
language learned later in life, she leaves for 
Japan. There, to Hanne’s shock, the Japanese 
novelist whose work she recently translated 
confronts her publicly for sabotaging his work. 
5% of all sales made during this event will be 
donated to Abilities United.

7:30 PM · SF · Nourse Theater ·  
275 Hayes Street · 415-392-4400

City Arts and Lectures presents Mary Roach, 
discussing her latest title Gulp: Adventures on 
the Alimentary Canal, in conversation with Jon 
Mooallem, author of Wild Ones: A Sometimes 
Dismaying, Weirdly Reassuring Story about Look-
ing at People Looking at Animals in America.

20 7:30 PM · SF · Nourse Theater ·  
275 Hayes Street · 415-392-4400

City Arts and Lectures presents Mary Oliver 
in a solo reading, sharing from her latest 
collection Dog Songs.

21 4:00 PM · SF · Opera Plaza ·  
601 Van Ness · 415-776-1111

Member of the team CF Napa — wine label and 
branding specialists in the Napa Valley — David 
Schuemann shares the beautifully bound 99 Bot-
tles of Wine: The Making of the Contemporary Wine 
Label. Complete with a foreword by Agustin 
Huneeus Sr., the renowned creator of Quintessa 
wine, 99 Bottles of Wine offers wine lovers, seri-
ous collectors, and design aficionados a rare, 
behind-the-scenes look at how contemporary 
packaging and innovative design are driving the 
success of today’s leading wine brands.

1:00 PM · SF · The Marina ·  
2251 Chestnut St · 415-931-3633

Nancy Spiller will discuss her new memoir Com-
promise Cake: Lessons Learned from My Mother’s 
Recipe Box an exploration of Spiller’s life in the 
suburbs of Northern California in the 1960s, 
learning to cook by her challenging mother’s 
side, as remembered through the recipe box’s 
mid-century and heirloom offerings. It touches 
on lineage, and industrial changes; it is a 
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Going Clear Lawrence Wright
Based on more than two hundred inter-
views with current and former members, 
Wright uncovers the inner workings of the 
Church of Scientology. At the book’s center, 

two men whom Wright brings vividly to life that made 
Scientology what it is today: Science-fiction writer L. 
Ron Hubbard, whose restless, expansive mind invented 
a new religion; and his successor, David Miscavige who 
had the unenviable task of preserving the church after 
the death of Hubbard. AVAILABLE NOVEMBER 5TH

The World Until Yes-
terday by Jared Diamond
Most of us take for granted the features 
of our modern society, from air travel 

and telecommunications to literacy and obesity. 
Yet for nearly all of its six million years of existence, 
human society had none of these things. The World 
Until Yesterday provides a mesmerizing firsthand 
picture of the human past as it had been for millions 
of years — which has mostly vanished — and consid-
ers what the differences between that past and our 
present mean for our lives today. AVAILABLE NOW

Black Fire Robert Graysmith
The first biography of the little-known 
real-life Tom Sawyer (a friend of Mark 
Twain during his brief tenure as a 
California newspaper reporter), told 

through a harrowing account of Sawyer’s involve-
ment in the hunt for a serial arsonist who terrorized 
mid-nineteenth century San Francisco. Black Fire 
is the most thorough and accurate account of Saw-
yer’s relationship with Mark Twain and of the six 
devastating incendiary fires that baptized one of the 
modern world’s favorite cities. AVAILABLE NOW

The Inventor and the 
Tycoon by Edward Ball
One hundred and thirty years ago Ead-
weard Muybridge invented stop-motion 

photography, anticipating and making possible 
motion pictures. Yet the artist and inventor Muy-
bridge was also a murderer. His patron was railroad 
tycoon Leland Stanford, whose particular obsession 
was whether four hooves of a running horse ever left 
the ground at once. Stanford hired Muybridge and 
his camera to answer that question. And between 
them, the murderer and the railroad mogul launched 
the age of visual media. AVAILABLE NOVEMBER 5TH

Detroit City Is the Place 
to Be by Mark Binelli
Once America’s capitalist dream town, 
Detroit is our country’s greatest urban 

failure, having fallen the longest and the farthest--and, 
finally, into the largest municipal bankruptcy in U.S. 
history. But the city’s worst crisis yet (and that’s saying 
something) has managed to do the unthinkable: turn 
the end of days into a laboratory for the future. With 
an eye for both the darkly absurd and the radically 
new, Detroit-area native Mark Binelli has chronicled 
this convergence. AVAILABLE NOVEMBER 5TH

Chanel Bonfire Wendy Lawless
Wendy Lawless grew up under the shadow 
of her mother, Georgann Rea, a woman with 
a cold heart, who was on a never-ending 

quest for glamour and fulfillment, and along the way 
suffered nervous breakdowns and suicide attempts. As 
adults Wendy and her younger sister had to make the 
most painful, most important decision of their lives: to 
live their own lives or be their mother’s wardens. In this 
searing memoir, Wendy charts the highs and lows of her 
unconventional upbringing. AVAILABLE NOVEMBER 12TH

Hyperbole and a Half 
by Allie Brosh
Here is a collection of essays adapted in part 
from the award-winning blog of the same 

name. In trying to write the description for the back 
cover of the book, Allie instead decided to make a list 
of things that are in the book, which includes: Pictures, 
Words, Stories about things that happened to me, Stories 
about things that happened to other people because of 
me, Eight billion dollars*, Stories about dogs, The secret 
to eternal happiness*. *These are lies. AVAILABLE NOW

Unfathomable City
by Rebecca Solnit
Like the bestselling Infinite City, this book 
is a brilliant reinvention of the traditional 

atlas, one that provides a vivid, complex look at the 
multi-faceted nature of New Orleans. More than twenty 
essays assemble a chorus of vibrant voices, as well as 
the coauthors’ compelling contributions. Featuring 22 
full-color two-page-spread maps, Unfathomable City 
plumbs the depths of this major tourist destination, 
pivotal scene of American history and culture and, most 
recently, site of monumental disasters. AVAILABLE NOW

Wizard of Oz
by William Stillman & Jay Scarfone
Commemorating the 75th anniversary of The Wiz-
ard of Oz, this collectible edition transports readers 
over the rainbow and into the Land of Oz with its 

host of unpublished artwork, behind-the-scenes stories from the 
stars, and removable special features. Authors Jay Scarfone and 
William Stillman reveal filmmaking secrets and information on 
everything from the film’s pre- and postproduction to early reviews 
and publicity to never-before-published stories from the cast and 
crew, making it the definitive book on the subject. AVAILABLE NOW

Song of Spider-Man by Glen Berger
Renowned director Julie Taymor picked Berger to 
cowrite the book for a $25 million Spider-Man musical. 
Together along with U2’s Bono and Edge they would 
shape a work that was technically daring and emotionally 

profound. But when charismatic producer Tony Adams died suddenly, 
the show began to lose its footing. Song of Spider-Man is a hilarious 
memoir about friendship, collaboration, the foibles of hubris, and the 
power of art to remind us that we’re alive. AVAILABLE NOVEMBER 5TH

The Chronicle of Jazz
by Mervyn Cooke
Completely up-to-date, and featuring hundreds of rare 
images, each chronologically arranged section con-
tains special box features on such topics as the unique 

tonal qualities of the bass clarinet, and seminal gigs and albums. 
A substantial reference section features information on interna-
tional jazz festivals, a glossary of musical terms, biographies of 
musicians, and extensive discography. A celebration of the most 
imaginative and enduring music of the last 120 years, The Chroni-
cle of Jazz is an essential work of reference. AVAILABLE NOW

Duke by Terry Teachout
Edward Kennedy “Duke” Ellington was the greatest 
jazz composer of the twentieth century — and an 
impenetrably enigmatic personality whom no one, 
not even his closest friends, claimed to understand. 

The grandson of a slave, he dropped out of high school to become 
one of the world’s most famous musicians. Duke peels away 
countless layers of Ellington’s evasion and public deception to tell 
the unvarnished truth about the creative genius. AVAILABLE NOW

Bach: Music in the Castle of 
Heaven by John Eliot Gardiner
John Eliot Gardiner grew up passing one of the only 
two authentic portraits of Bach every morning and 
evening on the stairs of his parents’ house, and is 

now regarded as one of the composer’s greatest living interpret-
ers. Grounded in the most recent Bach scholarship but moving 
far beyond it, Bach explains the ideas on which Bach drew, how he 
worked, how his music is constructed, how it achieves its effects 
— and what it can tell us about Bach the man. AVAILABLE NOW

Beatles vs. Stones by John McMillan
John McMillian explores the multifaceted relation-
ship between the two greatest bands of our time. 
In a lively narrative that whisks readers from Liv-
erpool to London to New York City and to various 

recording studios, nightclubs, concerts, courtrooms, and protest 
rallies, McMillian also delves into the personal relationships 
between the two groups. Based on exhaustive research in pri-
mary sources, Beatles vs. Stones tells a vital story of the 1960s 
through the lens of music’s greatest rivalry. AVAILABLE NOW

Music & Film

meditation on men, women, marriage, com-
munity and the nature of compromise.

7:00 PM · Mountain View · 301 Castro 
St · 650-428-1234

Retired Lieutenant, and former Com-
mander of the Detective Division in the 
Bay Area, Sean Lynch shares his debut 
thriller, Wounded Prey. When recently 
retired SF Police Inspector, Bob Farrell, 
hears of the return of a brutal killer strik-
ing after a twenty-year break, he’s on the 
case. But Bob’s not playing by the rules any 
more than the killer is, and soon the FBI 
have both of them in their sights. . .

7:00 PM · Berkeley · 1760 4th Street ·  
510-525-7777

Meet Veronica Mary Rolf, author of Julian’s 
Gospel: Illuminating the Life and Revelations 
of Julian of Norwich, a fascinating study of 
the life and work of Julian of Norwich, the 
14th century English mystic, whose “Rev-
elations” is among the most popular and 
influential works of Christian mysticism, 
is the first book to combine an historical 
reconstruction of Julian’s life in 14th century 
Norwich with a comprehensive commen-
tary on her Revelations in a new and faithful 
translation from the Middle English. 

7:00 PM · SF · JCCSF · 3200 California 
St · 415-292-1200

The JCCSF presents Ruth R. Wisse, sharing 
her latest title, No Joke: Making Jewish Humor. 

22 7:00 PM · Berkeley · 1760 4th 
Street · 510-525-7777

Former Rolling Stones journalist Ben Fong-
Torres shares Willin’: The Story of Little Feat, 
the first definitive biography of beloved 
rock ‘n’ roll institution Little Feat. Drawn 
from hours of new interviews, Ben’s tribute 
was written with the help of Little Feat’s 
surviving members, friends, and associ-
ates, creating this fitting tribute to one of 
the greatest stories in music, and the leg-
ends behind classic albums such as “Sailin’ 
Shoes” and “Dixie Chicken.”

23 2:00 PM · Belmont Library · 
1110 Alameda De Las Pulgas ·  
650-591-8286

The Belmont Library presents story time 
with Elisa Kleven, sharing Glasswings: A 
Butterfly’s Story.

24 2:00 PM · SF · The Chapel ·  
777 Valencia St · 415-551-5157

Books Inc. proudly presents Sunday 
Afternoon at The Chapel with Kermit Lynch 
in conversation with sommelier of the 
Michael Mina restaurant group, Rajat Parr 
to celebrate the 25th Anniversary Edition 
of the Veuve Clicquot Wine Book of the 
Year Award, Adventures on the Wine Route, 
a delightful recounting of Kermit’s experi-
ences through the wine cellars of France 
which has been thoroughly redesigned 
and updated with an epilogue and a list of 
the great wine connoisseur’s twenty-five 
most memorable bottles. This is a ticketed 
event, to get yours visit: www.brownpaper-
tickets.com/event/451035

25 7:30 PM · SF · Nourse Theater · 
275 Hayes Street · 415-392-4400

City Arts and Lectures presents Acad-
emy Award-winning actress and director, 
Anjelica Huston, sharing her memoir A 
Story Lately Told: Coming of Age in Ireland, 
London, and New York, in conversation with 
Steven Winn.

26 7:00 PM · San Mateo · 
Episcopal Church of St. 
Matthew · 1 South El Camino 

Real · 650-342-1481

The Episcopal Church of St. Matthew 
proudly presents Anne Lamott, discuss-
ing her new book, Stitches: A Handbook on 
Meaning, Hope, and Repair. This is a ticketed 
event, ticket price includes a copy of the 
book. Visit brownpapertickets.com/
event/486823 to purchase tickets.
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ALAMEDA

12 Tuesday · 7:00 PM
Alameda’s Young Adult 
Book Club (ages 13+) will 

meet.

13 Wednesday · 7:00 PM
The Neptune Garden Book 
Club will discuss Gods 

Without Men by Hari Kunzru.

21 Thursday · 7:00 PM
The Big Yes Society Dis-
cussion Group will discuss 

Peace of Mind: Becoming Fully Pres-
ent by Thich Nhat Hanh.

24 Sunday · 2:00 PM
The B.G.P. Social Network 
Book Society (ages 16 & 

up) will discuss Fracture by Megan 
Miranda.

Sunday · 6:00PM
The Intimates: East Bay Queer Book 
Club will discuss Dirty White Boy: 
Tales of Soho by Clayton Littlewood.

BERKELEY

2 Saturday · 9:30 AM
The First Saturday Book Club 
will discusss Crossing to Safety 

by Wallace Stegner.

BURLINGAME

14 Thursday · 7:00 PM
The Recommended By A 
Stranger Book Club will 

discuss Salvage the Bones by Jes-
myn Ward.

24 Sunday · 2:00 PM
The Closer Look Book 
Club will discuss When 

You Reach Me by Rebecca Stead.

THE CASTRO

12 Tuesday · 6:30 PM
The Central SF Classic Lit 
Book Club will discuss All 

the King’s Men by Robert Penn War-
ren.

13 Wednesday · 7:00 PM
The SFLGBT Book Club will 
discuss In One Person by 

John Irving. 

LAUREL VILLAGE

3 Sunday · 1:00 PM
The Adventurous Readers Club 
will discuss The Neptune Proj-

ect by Polly Holyoke.

5 Tuesday · 7:00 PM 
The Women We’d Like To Lunch 
With Book Club will discuss 

What Maise Knew by Henry James.

16 Saturday · 6:30 PM
The Wild Girls Mother 
Daughter Book Club will 

hold their annual end-of-year 
party, and discuss A Tangle of Knots
by Lisa Graff.

19 Tuesday · 7:00 PM
The Foreign Intrigue Book 
Club will discuss The Thief 

by Fuminori Nakamura.

*
Thursdays · 3:30 PM
The BOOK BITES: Tasty 
Tales in Twenty read 

aloud series meets at 3:30 every 
Thursday and reads stories for 
newly independent readers (ages 
6-8). *There will be no meeting 
the week of Thanksgiving. Gobble 
gobble.

THE MARINA

6 Wednesday · 7:00 PM
The San Francisco Travel Book 
Club and Lecture Series will 

discuss The Places in Between by 
Rory Stewart.

12 Tuesday · 7:00 PM
The Miss Jane Austen Book 
Club will discuss Sense and 

Sensibility by Jane Austen.

19 Tuesday · 7:00 PM
The Cooks & Books Book 
Club will discuss The 

Juice: Vinous Veritas by Jay Mc 
Inerney.

26 Tuesday · 7:30 PM
Classics I Forgot To Read 
will discuss Billy Budd by 

Herman Melville.

MOUNTAIN VIEW

11 Monday · 7:30 PM
The Broken Compass 
Adventure Book Club will 

discuss Following Atticus: Forty-
Eight High Peaks, One Little Dog, and 
an Extraordinary Friendship by Tom 
Ryan.

12Tuesday · 7:00 PM
The Politically Inspired 
Book Club will discuss The 

Athena Doctrine: How Women (and 
the Men Who Think Like Them) Will 
Rule the Future by John Gerzema & 
Michael D’Antonio.

17 Sunday · 5:00 PM
Night Of The Living Book 
Club will discuss The 

Drowning Girl by Caitlin R. Kiernan.

OPERA PLAZA

9 Saturday · 10:00 AM
The Second Saturday Book 
Club will meet.

17 Sunday · 11:00 AM
The World Affairs Council 
Book Club will discuss 

Shadow of the Silk Road by Colin 
Thubron.

PALO ALTO

5Tuesday · 6:00 PM 
The Book Busters Middle 
Reader Book Club (ages 12+) 

will discuss Doctor Who: Plague of 
the Cybermen by Justin Richards.

10 Sunday · 6:00 pM
The Speculative Fiction 
Book Club will discuss The 

Haunting of Maddy Clare by Simone 
St. James.

18 Monday · 6:00 pM
The NYM-Actual-Book 
Club (ages 14+) will dis-

cuss All Our Yesterdays by Cristin 
Terrill.

26 Tuesday · 7:00 pM
The Fourth Tuesday 
(Margie’s) Book Club will 

discuss Karen Joy Fowler’s We Are 
All Completely Beside Ourselves.
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Astray by Emma Donoghue
The fascinating characters who roam the 
pages of Emma Donoghue’s stories have all 
gone astray. They are emigrants, runaways, 
drifters, gold miners and counterfeiters, attor-
neys and slaves. From Puritan Massachusetts 

to Revolutionary-era New Jersey, from antebellum Louisi-
ana to a highway in Toronto, Astray lights up four centuries 
of wanderings that have profound echoes in the present. 
AVAILABLE NOW

The Death of Bees
by Lisa O’Donnell
Marnie and her little sister, Nelly, are on their 
own now. Only they know what happened to 
their parents, Izzy and Gene, and they aren’t 
telling. Written with fierce sympathy and beau-

tiful precision, told in alternating voices, The Death of Bees 
is an enchanting, grimly comic tale of three lost souls who, 
unable to answer for themselves, can answer only for one 
another. AVAILABLE NOW

Palisades Park by Alan Brennert
Growing up in the 1930s, there is no more 
magical place than Palisades Amusement Park 
in New Jersey-especially for seven-year-old 
Antoinette, and her brother, Jack. But then the 
world intrudes: There’s the Great Depression, 

and Pearl Harbor. Evocative and moving, Palisades Park 
takes us back to a time when life seemed simpler — except, 
of course, it wasn’t. AVAILABLE NOW

Fairy Tales from the Brothers 
Grimm adapted by Philip Pullman
The acclaimed retelling of the world’s best-loved 
fairy tales now with 3 new tales! Two centuries 
ago, Jacob and Wilhelm Grimm published their 
first volume of fairy tales. Here are Pullman’s 

fifty favorites — a wide-ranging selection that includes the 
most popular stories as well as lesser-known treasures  — 
alongside his personal commentaries on each story’s sources, 
variations, and everlasting appeal. AVAILABLE NOW

The Dinner by Herman Koch
It’s a summer’s evening in Amsterdam, and 
two couples meet at a fashionable restaurant 
for dinner. Between mouthfuls of food and 
over the scrapings of cutlery, the conversation 
remains a gentle hum of polite discourse. But 

behind the empty words, terrible things need to be said, and 
with every forced smile and every new course, the knives 
are being sharpened. AVAILABLE NOVEMBER 5TH

Too Bright to Hear Too Loud 
to See by Juliann Garey
In her tour-de-force first novel, Juliann Garey 
takes us inside the restless mind, ravaged 
heart, and anguished soul of Greyson Todd — a 
successful Hollywood studio executive who 

leaves his wife and young daughter for a decade to travel 
the world, giving free reign to the bipolar disorder he’s 
been forced to keep hidden for almost 20 years. AVAILABLE 
NOVEMBER 12TH

BOOKS INC. Clubs Calendar

RIGOLO CAFE

20 Wednesday ·  
6:00 PM
The Young@Heart 

Book Club will hold their meet-
ing at Rigolo Cafe this month 
to discuss Eleanor & Park by 
Rainbow Rowell.

SF · Rigolo Cafe 
3465 California St

Follow Us  on 
Facebook, 

Twitter,  
Pinterest & 

Tumblr



Please join us for a celebration of the biggest 
book of 2013 Diary of a Wimpy Kid book 8, Hard 
Luck! It releases on November 5, 2013, and we 
are thrilled to announce that Jeff Kinney will be 

at Books Inc. 
Opera Plaza 
to sign books 
on November 
15th, 2013 at 
5pm. Please 
join us to 
meet Jeff and 
for special 
Hard luck 
activities 
which will 
start 1 hour 
before the 
book signing 

and run throughout it. The event will be capped 
at 1000 people, so please be sure to get your book 
and tickets early as they will go fast.

Tickets are available at booksincpresentsjef-
fkinney.bpt.me and includes a copy of Diary of a 
Wimpy Kid 8 Hard Luck.
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Battling Boy 
by Paul Pope
We are so excited that Paul Pope has 
stepped up, and given us something 
that’s not only cool, exciting, action 
packed and replete with a fabulous cast 

of characters but ALSO totally age appropriate! It 
can be hard to fi nd superhero comics for that 8-12 age 
range, as it can either be too cute, or WAY too violent. 
Mr. Pope meets us smack in the middle. Also, it’s rad. 
AVAILABLE NOW (AGES 10+)

Will in Scarlet 
by Matthew Cody
Revisit Nottingham, in this brilliant 
reimagining of the Robin Hood story, 
featuring Will, a deposed lordling, and 
Much, an orphan girl in disguise as a 

bandit boy. With high stakes, and plentiful skulldug-
gery, Will in Scarlet offers up a tricky tale of plotted 
revenge, and loyalties in fl ux, that will keep the 
pages turning late into the night. AVAILABLE NOW 
(AGES 8-1) 

The Art of Flying 
by Judy Hoffman
When witchy sisters accidentally trans-
form three birds into humans, they 
unwittingly create a new friend for the 
plucky heroine, Fortuna. And though they 

task her with helping them transform the humans back 
into birds, Fortuna fi nds herself not wanting to lose her 
new friend. Told with magic and love, The Art of Flying 
is a beautiful, illustrated tale of love and friendship and 
metamorphosis. AVAILABLE NOW (AGES 9-12) 

How to Love 
by Katie Cotugno
It was love at fi rst sight. And then, it 
was teen pregnancy and an MIA dad. 
But 18 year old Reena handles herself 
and her daughter, Hannah, admirably, 

in this stunning debut about fi rst love, and second-
time-around-love, and the way that life manages to 
surprise us all. Heartfelt and daring, this book will 
allow older teens to contemplate life changing deci-
sions in the shelter of literature. AVAILABLE NOW 
(AGES 14+)

Little Santa by Jon Agee
How DID Santa become Santa? Surely 
he wasn’t ALWAYS the jolly, rosy 
cheeked, bearded man we now know 
and love. Find out how little Santa 
became BIG Santa, in this adorable 

fi ctional biography! Local author Jon Agee is a total 
favorite of ours, and dare we say it, this just may be 
his MOST adorable yet! So stock up for the holidays 
with this adorable Christmas book. AVAILABLE NOW 
(AGES 2-7)

Giving Thanks 
by Katherine Patterson
Accompanied by glorious, paper-cut-
out illustrations, this book features 
a lovely selection of poems about 

thankfulness, as compiled by Newbery award winning 
author, Katherine Patterson. Containing a variety of 
sources from around the world, from Martin Luther 
King Jr. to Navajo praise songs, this collection is a 
fi ne book for families to share, particularly those with 
children at varying ages. AVAILABLE NOW (AGES 6+)

The Case of the 
Time-Capsule Bandit 
by Octavia Spencer
Nancy Drew meets Jacky Chan, in this 
Tae Kwon Do fueled mystery! Set in 

Brooklyn and written by Oscar-winning actress, 
Octavia Spencer, this is the fi rst book in a projected 
series of mysteries, featuring a wild cast of charac-
ters and all the hijinks you can handle. I bet you’re an 
expert hijinks handler. Assuming you handle hijinks. 
You don’t? Cool. This is where you start. AVAILABLE 
NOW (AGES 8-12)

KIDS EVENTS!

2 11:00 AM · SF · The 
Marina · 2251 
Chestnut St · 415-

931-3633

Oh My Gosh! Story Time 
presents Disney anima-
tor Frans Vischer sharing 
the second Fuddles the 
cat adventure, A Very 
Fuddles Christmas. When 
Fuddles, the pampered 
and overly indulged 
feline, assumes Christ-
mas is just for him he 
fi nds himself chased 
outside in the cold ice 
and snow and he must 
make his way back home 
in time to celebrate the 
merriest time of year. 

6 6:00 PM · SF · 
Laurel Village · 
3515 California St 

· 415-221-3666

Pajama Party at Laurel 

Village! Put on your Jam-
mies and join the party! 
Literary Mamas will be 
here to read stories and 
take part in the fun. Visit 
www.literarymama.com 
for details!

9 2:00 PM · Belmont 
Library · 1110 
Alameda De Las 

Pulgas · 650-591-8286

The Belmont Library 
presents Jennifer Fos-
berry, author of Isabella, 
Star of the Story.

23 2:00 PM · 
Belmont 
Library · 

1110 Alameda De Las 
Pulgas · 650-591-8286

The Belmont Library 
presents story time with 
Elisa Kleven, sharing 
Glasswings: A Butterfl y’s 
Story.

Shannon

I have an extra soft spot for Holly Hobbie. I feel like she’s been with me 
since I was a little girl. Back then, I couldn’t get enough of that sweet 
Holly Hobbie doll with her over-sized bonnet. When I fi rst became a 
bookseller Toot and Puddle had just come out, and what a joy it was to 
sell the delightful adventures of those two best friends!

Since then she has 
gone on to write 
and illustrate over a 
dozen more picture 
books. In her most 
recent book, A Night 
Before Christmas she 
gives us her own 
take on the much 
beloved Clement 
C. Moore poem. I 
cannot wait to curl 
up in front of the 
Christmas tree 
with my own little 
ones and share it 
with them.

Hollie Hobie
Since then she has 
gone on to write 
and illustrate over a 
dozen more picture 
books. In her most 
recent book, 
Before Christmas
gives us her own 
take on the much 
beloved Clement 
C. Moore poem. I 
cannot wait to curl 
up in front of the 

BOOKS INC. presents 
JEFF KINNEY




