
ENDORSE READING

By Dana Reinhardt
Here’s a little tip for you: if you want to make sure your daughter 
never reads a certain book, give it to her and tell her you loved it. Or 
that it changed your life. Or that it made you fall in love with litera-
ture. Do that, and the book will sit untouched on her shelf forever.

How do I know this? Because my mother gave me Anne of Green 
Gables. She gave me The Secret Garden. She gave me Little Women. I 
am 43 years old, and I still haven’t read one of these books.

I tried to get my oldest daughter to read Bridge to Terabithia because 
it was the first book that made me cry. It was the first book that 
upended my assumptions about how the world worked. It was the 
first book that I felt was mine, like it had been written just for me. 

“That book looks sad,” she said.
“It is!”
“But I don’t like sad books.”

I’m not proud to admit this, but I begged her. I might have even tried 
to bribe her. Read this one book and I’ll buy you three of those pink-
spined books you love so much.

Nothing worked.

Three years went by and when my second daughter became the age I 
was when I read Bridge to Terabithia, the age my first daughter was when 
I unsuccessfully tried to foist the book upon her, I held back. The book 
still sat untouched on my older daughter’s shelf. I hoped that one day, 
while snooping in her big sister’s room, she might discover it on her own.

Despite being a seasoned snooper, this didn’t happen. 

What did happen was that some of her friends were assigned Bridge 
to Terabithia in a reading group at school.  My daughter was assigned 
a book about a mouse. She did not take this kindly. As is typical of the 
younger sibling, she sees herself as sophisticated beyond her years. 
As someone who can read her older sister’s tween books about sassy 
girls and their friendship problems: the ones Mom eyes disapprov-
ingly. She does not see herself as the mouse story type.

So when she came home from school complaining that her friends 
were reading a book about a boy and a girl and she was reading a 
book about a mouse I said something casual, like: I think we might 
have that book somewhere in the house.

She went to find it, because as it turns out, peer pressure is far more 
powerful than maternal pressure. She sat on the couch and opened it. 
She read it until bedtime, and then the next night she finished it in the 
bathtub. And she cried. And it upended her assump-
tions about how the world worked. And it was as if this 
book had been written just for her. 

And the mom was happy.

Meet Dana on May 27 at Books Inc. in Opera Plaza 
as she introduces her new book, We Are The Goldens.
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THE 5,000 CLUB
Did You Read City of Thieves by David 
Benioff?  Then chances are, as a Books 
Inc. customer, Bill Dito of Books Inc. 
in the Marina told you about it! Bill 
(center, in the blue sweater) has just 
set the Books Inc. company record for 
most books sold, by a single bookseller, 
out of a single location. At 5,000 copies, 
Bill has reached a LOT of readers! So 
we threw him a little party, replete with 
(chocolate) eggs, champagne, and a per-
sonal letter of thanks from author David 
Benioff! Congratulations, Bill!



You Are Not Special and 
Other Encouragements
by David McCullough, Jr.
McCullough elaborates on his now-famous 
speech exploring how, for what purpose, and 

for whose sake, we’re raising our kids. With wry, affectionate 
humor, McCullough takes on hovering parents, ineffectual 
schools, electronic distractions, club sports, and generally the 
manifestations, and the applications and consequences of privi-
lege. By acknowledging that the world is indifferent to them, 
McCullough takes pressure off of students to be extraordinary 
achievers and instead exhorts them to roll up their sleeves and 
do something useful with their advantages. AVAILABLE NOW

Congratulations, by the Way
by George Saunders
Three months after George Saunders gave a 
convocation address at Syracuse University, a 
transcript of that speech was posted on the web-
site of The New York Times, where its simple, 

uplifting message struck a deep chord. Within days, it had 
been shared more than one million times. Powerful, funny, and 
wise, Congratulations, by the Way taps into a desire in all of us 
to lead kinder, more fulfilling lives. AVAILABLE NOW

The Night Before College
by Sonya Sones & Ava Tramer
Sonya Sones has written a nifty, witty take-
off of The Night Before Christmas with her 
daughter Ava Tramer, a recent Harvard 

grad. This small-format jacketed hardcover takes a look 
back at all the stops on the route to college—touring cam-
puses, prepping for SATs, writing the dreaded essay, getting 
the thumbs-up-or-down news, and finally, at long last, pack-
ing and setting off for the next chapter. A perfect gift for the 
college bound. AVAILABLE NOW

Girls Standing on Lawns
by Daniel Handler & Maira Kalman
This clever book contains 40 vintage photo-
graphs from the collection of The Museum 
of Modern Art, New York, more than a dozen 
original paintings by Kalman inspired by the 

photographs, and brief, lyrical texts by Handler. Poetic and 
thought-provoking, Girls Standing on Lawns is a meditation 
on memories, childhood, nostalgia, home, family, and the 
act of seeing. The gorgeous visual material sets the stage 
for what Handler succinctly describes as “a photograph, a 
painting, a sentence, a pose.” AVAILABLE MAY 6TH

There Goes Gravity
by Lisa Robinson
Lisa Robinson has interviewed the biggest names 
in music. She spent hours talking to John Len-
non, introduced David Bowie to Lou Reed, helped 
the Clash and Elvis Costello get their record 

deals, and has been recognized as rock journalism’s ultimate 
insider. A keenly observed and lovingly recounted look back on 
years spent with countless musicians backstage, after hours 
and on the road, There Goes Gravity documents a lifetime of 
riveting stories, told here for the first time. AVAILABLE NOW

Think Like a Freak 
by Steven D. Levitt & Stephen J. Dubner
Levitt and Dubner offer a blueprint for an 
entirely new way to solve problems, whether 
your interest lies in minor lifehacks or major 
global reforms. As always, no topic is off-lim-

its. They range from business to philanthropy to sports to 
politics, all with the goal of retraining your brain. Levitt and 
Dubner plainly see the world like no one else. Now you can 
too. Never before have such iconoclastic thinkers been so 
revealing—and so much fun to read. AVAILABLE MAY 13TH

Creativity: The Perfect 
Crime by Philippe Petit
Since well before his epic 1974 walk between 
the Twin Towers of the World Trade Cen-
ter, Philippe Petit had become an artist who 
answered first and foremost to the demands 

of his craft. Making the reader his accomplice, Petit reveals 
new and unconventional ways of going about the artistic 
endeavor. The strategies and insights he shares will reso-
nate with both performers and non-performers in search 
of fresh ways of tackling the challenges and possibilities of 
everyday existence. AVAILABLE MAY 15TH

The Psychopath Whisperer
by Kent A. Kiehl, PhD
Less than 1 percent of the general popula-
tion meets the criteria for psychopathy. But 
psychopaths account for a vastly outsized pro-
portion of violent crimes. And as Kiehl shows, 

many who aren’t psychopaths exhibit some of the behaviors 
and traits associated with the condition. A compelling nar-
rative of cutting-edge science, The Psychopath Whisperer 
will open your eyes on a fascinating but little understood 
world, with startling implications for society, the law, and 
our personal lives. AVAILABLE NOW

Sensation by Thalma Lobel
Color and temperature, darkness and light, 
rough and smooth textures—all these sensa-
tions influence your inner world and your 
actions with unexpected power. Sensation 
empowers you to recognize these outside 

forces and hidden biases, and even put them to use in your 
own life, in order to improve every facet of your personal 
and professional lives. The outside world shapes our percep-
tions and beliefs at every moment; Sensation reveals these 
hidden effects and lets you take control. AVAILABLE NOW

The Mantle of Command
by Nigel Hamilton
Based on years of archival research and 
interviews, Nigel Hamilton offers a definitive 
account of FDR’s masterful—and underap-
preciated—command of the Allied war effort. 

As Hamilton’s account reaches its climax with the Torch 
landings in North Africa in late 1942, the tide of war turns 
in the Allies’ favor and FDR’s genius for psychology and 
military affairs is clear. This intimate, sweeping look at a 
great president in history’s greatest conflict is must reading. 
AVAILABLE MAY 13TH

Hotel Florida by Amanda Vaill
During the Spanish Civil war of 1936, six peo-
ple meet in Madrid and find their lives changed 
forever. Ernest Hemingway and ambitious 
novice journalist Martha Gellhorn, idealistic 
young photographers Robert Capa and Gerda 

Taro, and chief of Madrid’s loyalist foreign press office 
Arturo Barea, and his Austrian deputy Ilsa Kulcsar. From 
the raw material of unpublished letters and diaries, official 
documents, and recovered reels of film, Amanda Vaill has 
created a narrative of love and reinvention. AVAILABLE NOW

A Fighting Chance
by Elizabeth Warren
From a child in small-town Oklahoma, Elizabeth 
Warren yearned to become an elementary school 
teacher. Years later she was a distinguished law. 
By age 62, she won the most competitive Senate 

race in the country. In this passionate, funny, rabble-rousing 
book, Warren shows why she has chosen to fight tooth and nail 
for the middle class—and why she has become a hero to all 
those who believe that America’s government can and must do 
better for working families. AVAILABLE NOW

No Place to Hide
by Glenn Greenwald
In May 2013, political reporter Glenn Greenwald 
set out for Hong Kong to meet an anonymous 
source. That source turned out to be Edward 
Snowden. In No Place to Hide Greenwald 

reveals fresh information with never-before-seen documents 
entrusted to him by Snowden himself. He also asks what it 
means both for individuals and for a nation’s political health 
when a government pries so invasively—and considers what 
safeguards and forms of oversight are necessary to protect 
democracy in the digital age. AVAILABLE MAY 13TH

Can’t We Talk about  
Something More Pleasant?
by Roz Chast
Spanning the last several years of their lives and 
told through four-color cartoons, family photos, 

and documents, and a narrative as rife with laughs as it is with 
tears, Chast’s memoir is both comfort and comic relief for 
anyone experiencing the life-altering loss of elderly parents. An 
amazing portrait of two lives at their end and an only child cop-
ing as best she can, Chast’s first memoir show the full range of 
her talent as cartoonist and storyteller. AVAILABLE MAY 6TH

The Madwoman in the Volvo
by Sandra Tsing Loh
This is not your grandmother’s menopause 
story. Loh chronicles utterly relatable, 
everyday perils: raising preteen daughters, 
weathering hormonal changes, and going 

through the ups and downs of a career and a relationship. 
Speaking hilariously and honestly about her life as a mother, 
a daughter, and an artist, Loh recounts her journey through 
a tumultuous time of life, trying to maintain appearances 
during an epic hormonal shift. The upbeat conclusion: it 
does get better. AVAILABLE NOW

The Big Tiny by Dee Williams
When Dee Williams was diagnosed with a 
heart condition at age forty-one, a new sense 
of clarity began to take hold as she examined 
all the “stuff” in her life. Deciding to build an 
eighty-four-square-foot house—on her own, 

from the ground up—was just the beginning of building a 
new life. Part how-to, part personal memoir, The Big Tiny 
is an utterly seductive meditation on the benefits of slowing 
down, scaling back, and appreciating the truly important 
things in life. AVAILABLE NOW

Listening to the Squawking 
Chicken by Elaine Lui
As the fans of Elaine Lui’s site know, her mother, 
a.k.a. The Squawking Chicken, is a huge factor in 
Elaine’s life. Here she lays bare the nine principles 
that her mother used to raise her, telling us the 

story of the Squawking Chicken’s life—in which she walked an 
unusual path to parent with tough love, humor, and, through 
it all, a mother’s unyielding devotion to her daughter. This is a 
love letter to mothers everywhere. AVAILABLE NOW

Fading Hearts on the River
by Brooks Haxton
Poet Brooks Haxton follows his son Isaac’s 
unlikely career as a poker player, exploring the 
propensity for abstraction, logic, and memory 
all good poets and poker players share, all 

the while taking readers on a rollicking tour of complex, 
intertwined topics. Guided by the through-line of a father’s 
love and admiration for his talented son, Fading Hearts 
on the River delivers a unique perspective on professional 
gambling and one family’s experience playing the odds. 
AVAILABLE NOW
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The Girl Who Saved the King 
of Sweden by Jonas Jonasson
In a shack in a township of South Africa, Nombeko 
Mayeki is born. Put to work at five years old and 
orphaned at ten, she quickly learns that the world 
expects nothing more from her than to die young. 

But Nombeko has grander plans. She learns to read and write, 
and at just fifteen, using her cunning and fearlessness, she makes 
it out of Soweto with millions of smuggled diamonds in her pos-
session. Then things take a turn for the worse.... AVAILABLE NOW

Lovers at the Chameleon 
Club, Paris 1932 by Francine Prose 
1920s Paris - At the jazz venue the Chameleon 
Club Lou Villars, an extraordinary athlete and 
scandalous cross-dressing lesbian, finds refuge 
among the club’s loyal denizens, including the 

rising photographer Gabor Tsenyi, the socialite and art patron 
Baroness Lily de Rossignol, and the caustic American writer 
Lionel Maine. As the exuberant twenties give way to darker 
times, Lou experiences another metamorphosis that will warp 
her earnest desire for love and approval into something far 
more sinister: collaboration with the Nazis. AVAILABLE NOW

Next Life Might Be Kinder
by Howard Norman
Sam Lattimore meets Elizabeth Church in 
1970s Halifax. The sparks are immediate, lead-
ing quickly to a marriage, which is suddenly cut 
short when Elizabeth is murdered. In a moment 

of desperate confusion, Sam sells his life story to Norwegian 
filmmaker Istvakson, who is known for stylized violence in 
his films. Soon an increasingly intense cat-and-mouse game 
evolves between the two men. Then, Sam begins “seeing” 
Elizabeth, which he brushes off as hallucinations, until they 
prove to be something else entirely. AVAILABLE MAY 13TH 

American Innovations: Stories
by Rivka Galchen
In one of the intensely imaginative stories in 
American Innovations, a young woman’s furni-
ture walks out on her. In another, the narrator 
feels compelled to promise to deliver a takeout 

order that has incorrectly been phoned in to her. The tales in 
this groundbreaking collection are secretly in conversation 
with canonical stories, reimagined from the perspective of 
female characters. By turns realistic, fantastical, witty, and lyri-
cal, these marvelously uneasy stories are deeply emotional and 
written in exuberant, pitch-perfect prose. AVAILABLE MAY 6TH 

The Orenda by Joseph Boyden
The seventeenth century - Christophe, as 
educated as any Frenchman could be about 
the”sauvages” of the New World whose souls he 
has sworn to save, begins his true enlightenment 
shortly after he sets out when his native guides 

abandon him to save themselves. The Orenda traces a story 
of blood and hope, suspicion and trust, hatred and love, which 
comes to a head when Jesuit and Huron join together against 
the stupendous wrath of the Iroquois. AVAILABLE MAY 13TH

Thunderstruck
by Elizabeth McCracken
McCracken’s first story collection in twenty 
years - Laced through with the humor, the 
empathy, and the rare and magical descriptive 
powers McCracken has been hailed for, these 

nine vibrant stories navigate the fragile space between love 
and loneliness. In McCracken’s universe, heartache is always 
interwoven with strange, charmed moments of joy that 
remind us of the wonder and mystery of being alive. Thunder-
struck & Other Stories shows this inimitable writer working 
at the full height of her powers. AVAILABLE NOW

Faces in the Crowd
by Valeria Luiselli
A young mother in Mexico City writes a novel 
of her days as a translator living in New York. A 
young translator, adrift in Harlem, is desperate 
to translate and publish the works of obscure 

Mexican poet Gilberto Owen. And Gilberto Owen, dying in 
Philadelphia in the 1950s, recalls his friendships with Nella 
Larsen, Louis Zukofsky, and Federico García Lorca. As the 
voices of the narrators merge, they drift into one single 
stream, an elegiac evocation of love and loss. AVAILABLE NOW

The Bees by Laline Paull
Flora 717 is a sanitation worker, a member of 
the lowest caste in her orchard hive, where 
work and sacrifice are the highest virtues. 
But Flora is not like other bees, and when she 
breaks the most sacred law of all-daring to 

challenge the Queen’s preeminence-enemies abound, from 
the fearsome fertility police to the high priestesses jealously 
wedded to power. Thrilling, suspenseful, and spectacularly 
imaginative, The Bees will forever change the way you look 
at the world outside your window. AVAILABLE MAY 6TH

Fallout by Sadie Jones
Luke Kanowski is a young playwright. He 
escapes a disastrous upbringing in the north-
east and, arriving in London, meets Paul 
Driscoll, an aspiring producer, and the beauti-
ful Leigh Radley, the woman Paul loves. The 

three set up a radical theater company, living and working 
together. Nina Jacobs is a fragile actress, bullied by her 
mother and in thrall to a controlling producer. When Luke 
meets Nina, he recognizes a soul in danger--but how much 
must he risk to save her? AVAILABLE NOW

Young God by Katherine Faw Morris
Meet Nikki, the most determined young 
woman in the Carolina hills. She’s determined 
not to let the expectations of society set her 
future; determined to use all the limited tools 
at her disposal, determined to preserve her 

family’s domination of the local drug trade despite the fact 
that her parents are gone. Nikki is thirteen years old. Mor-
ris is a debut novelist who demands your attention--and 
Nikki is a character who will cut you if you let your attention 
waver. AVAILABLE MAY 6TH

The Last Kind Words Saloon
by Larry McMurtry
Opening in the settlement of Long Grass, 
Texas we encounter the taciturn Wyatt, whil-
ing away his time in between bottles, and the 
dentist-turned-gunslinger Doc, more adept at 

poker than extracting teeth. Along with Wyatt’s wife, Jessie, 
we meet Lord Ernle, an English baron; the exotic courte-
san San Saba, Charlie Goodnight, and Nellie Courtright. 
McMurtry traces the rich and varied friendship of Wyatt 
Earp and Doc Holiday to Tombstone, Arizona, culminating 
with the famed gunfight at the O.K. Corral. AVAILABLE NOW

Friday’s at Enrico’s
by Don Carpenter
Fridays at Enrico’s is the story of four writers 
living in Northern California and Portland dur-
ing the Beat scene. These are people, men and 
women, tender with expectation, at risk and in 

love. Carpenter also carefully draws a portrait of these two 
remarkable places, when writers and bohemians were busy 
creating the groundwork for what came to be the counter-
culture. The complete penultimate manuscript forgotten 
since the author’s death, was recently discovered, and we’re 
thrilled to see this book into print. AVAILABLE NOW

The Corsican Caper
by Peter Mayle
Billionaire Francis Reboul is awaiting the arrival 
of friends Sam Levitt and Elena Morales, when 
he spies a yacht whose passengers seem a little 
too interested in his property. The yacht belongs 

to Russian tycoon Oleg Vronsky, who will stop at nothing to 
obtain Reboul’s villa. When Reboul refuses to sell it’s up to Sam 
to negotiate with an underworld of mercenaries, hit men, and 
the Corsican mafia, to prevent his friend from becoming a vic-
tim of Vronsky’s “Russian diplomacy.” AVAILABLE MAY 13TH

The Son by Jo Nesbø
Sonny Lofthus, has been serving time for 
crimes he didn’t commit for the last dozen 
years. In exchange, he gets an uninterrupted 
supply of heroin. His addiction started when 
his father committed suicide rather than be 

exposed as a corrupt cop. When Sonny learns hidden truths 
about his father he begins hunting down the people respon-
sible for the hideous crimes he’s paid for. But he’s also being 
hunted, by the only person who knows the ultimate truth 
that Sonny is seeking. AVAILABLE MAY 13TH

Bird Box by Josh Malerman
Something is out there . . .Something that 
must not be seen. One glimpse and a person 
is driven to deadly violence. A handful of 
survivors remain, including Malorie and her 
two children. Living in an abandoned house, 

Malorie has long dreamed of fleeing to safety. But the jour-
ney ahead will be terrifying: twenty miles downriver in a 
rowboat--blindfolded. One wrong choice and they will die. 
And something is following them. But is it man, animal, or 
monster? AVAILABLE NOW

Drinks with Nick
Books Inc. in Alameda store manager  
Nick Petrulakis has been known  
to mix a cocktail now and then.  
In this monthly feature, Nick creates  
a cocktail to go with one of his favorite 
books for the month.

This month’s featured book is All the Light 
We Cannot See by Anthony Doerr.  A father 

and daughter (Marie-Laure) flee Paris for 
Saint-Malo. In Germany, an orphan (Wer-

ner) grows up with his younger sister, 
enchanted by a crude radio they find and 

becomes an expert at these crucial new instru-
ments, a talent that wins him a place at an academy for 
Hitler Youth.   More and more aware of the human cost 
of his intelligence, Werner travels through the heart of 

the war and, finally, into Saint-Malo, where his story and 
Marie-Laure’s converge. AVAILABLE MAY 6TH

Sea of Flames
1½ oz. Hendrick’s Gin

1 oz. Byrrh
½ oz. St. Germain
2 tsp lemon juice 

2 dashes The Bitter Truth  
Jerry Thomas’ Bitters

Stir all with ice. 
Strain into chilled glass.

“This one came together nicely 
— and I know I’m not supposed 
to say that about my own con-
coctions, but there it is!  The 
Byrrh is a really lovely, red-wine 
based aperitif that was created 
in France well before WWII (the 
setting of the novel).  The St. Ger-
main is also French.  The other 
story line begins in Germany, so 
I added the Bitter Truth bitters 
— a German product.”  Enjoy!



1 5:00 PM · SF · Opera Plaza ·  
601 Van Ness · 415-776-1111

Local literati and founder of McSweeny’s 
and 826 Valenica, National Book Award-
finalist Dave Eggers joins Books Inc. Opera 
Plaza for a special signing celebrating the 
paperback release of his latest novel, The 
Circle. What begins as the captivating story 
of one woman’s ambition and idealism soon 
becomes a heart-racing novel of suspense, 
raising questions about memory, history, 
privacy, democracy, and the limits of human 
knowledge. This event is a signing only. A 
percentage of the proceeds from every book 
sold at this event will benefit 826 Valencia. 

7:00 PM · Palo Alto · Town & Country Vil-
lage · 650-321-0600

With photography credits with The New 
York Times Dining section and The James 
Beard Foundation, plus a weekly “Delish 
Dish” column for Better Homes and Gar-
dens, food photographer extraordinaire 
Erin Gleeson shares The Forest Feast: Simple 
Vegetarian Recipes from My Cabin in the Woods. 
Inspired by her popular blog of the same 
name, this luscious and delightful collection 
of recipes require very few steps, resulting 
in dishes that are fresh, wholesome, deli-
cious, and stunning. Vibrant photographs, 
complemented by Erin’s own fanciful 
watercolor illustrations and hand lettering, 
showcase the rustic simplicity of the dishes.

7:00 PM · SF · Jewish Community Library 
· 1835 Ellis Street · 415-567-3327

The Jewish Community Library presents 
Dara Horn, author of A Guide for the Perplexed. 
Dara will be in conversation with execu-
tive director of the Contemporary Jewish 
Museum, Lori Starr.

7:30 PM · SF · The Castro · 2275 Market St 
· 415-864-6777

Pulitzer Prize-winning investigative 
reporter for The New York Times Jo Becker 
discusses her engaging, expansive, and 
definitive look at California’s momentous 
struggle to overturn the same-sex mar-
riage ban, Forcing the Spring: Inside the Fight 

for Marriage Equality. Granted free rein in 
the legal and political war rooms where the 
strategy of marriage equality was plotted, 
Becker’s eye-opening reporting offers an 
unvarnished perspective on the extraor-
dinary transformation of America and an 
inside look into the fight to win the rights of 
marriage and full citizenship for all.

7:30 PM · SF · Nourse Theater · 275 Hayes 
St · 415-392-4400

City Arts and Lectures presents Michael Pol-
lan presenting a special end of season lecture, 
The Omnivore’s Solution: In Defense of Food. 

2 7:00 PM · Berkeley · 1760 4th Street · 
510-525-7777

With works published in several publica-
tions--including The Gettysburg Review and 
TriQuarterly--Peggy Shinner explores the 
complex desires, fears, confusions, and mys-
teries that shape our bodily perceptions with 
the engaging, witty, and insightful essay col-
lection, You Feel So Mortal: Essays on the Body. 
An honest and unflinching look at everything 
from feet to hair, to death and the soul, this 
essay collection offers a probing view of our 
preoccupation with the body that is both idio-
syncratic and universal, leaving us with the 
deep satisfaction of our shared humanity.

3 All day! · SF · Peninsula · East Bay

From San Francisco to the East Bay to the 
Peninsula, Books Inc. proudly celebrates the 
inaugural California Bookstore Day festivities! 
So head to your local Books Inc. for our take 
on the statewide party as big and varied as the 
state itself. Don’t miss the special goodies, fun 
events, all day readings, and more, that you 
can only find in independent bookstores! Visit 
or call your local store for more details. 

8:00 PM · Berkeley City Club · 2315 
Durant Ave · 510-848-7800

Prospect Sierra School presents #1 New 
York Times-bestselling author Michael Lewis, 
celebrating the release of his latest work--
which shines a light in the darkest corners of 
the financial world--Flash Boys: A Wall Street 
Revolt. This event is open to the public and 
sales will benefit the financial assistance 
and professional development programs at 
Prospect Sierra. Visit www.eventbrite.com/e/
an-intimate-irreverent-evening-with-legendary-
bay-area-author-michael-lewis-tickets-11090470897 
for ticket information.

4 2:00 PM · Mountain View ·  
301 Castro St · 650-428-1234

Chairman and president of one of America’s 
top 20 breweries, Brooklyn Brewery, Steve 
Hindy shares The Craft Beer Revolution: How a 
Band of Microbrewers Is Transforming the World’s 
Favorite Drink. A timely and fascinating look at 
what America’s new generation of entrepre-
neurs can learn from the intrepid pioneering 

brewers who are transforming the way 
Americans enjoy beer, this chronicling of the 
craft beer revolution is a must-read for beer 
lovers, and business history buffs, alike.

5 7:00 PM · Berkeley · 1760 4th Street · 
510-525-7777

Professor of history and director of the 
Hemispheric Institute on the Americas at 
the University of California, Davis, Charles 
F. Walker examines the largest rebellion in 
the history of Spain’s American empire--a 
conflict greater in territory and costlier in 
lives than the contemporaneous American 
Revolution--with The Tupac Amaru Rebel-
lion. Masterfully written and extensively 
researched, this authoritative work 
immerses readers in the rebellion’s guerrilla 
campaigns, propaganda war, and brutal acts 
of retribution.

6 7:00 PM · Mountain View ·  
301 Castro St · 650-428-1234

Chrisann Brennan shares The Bite in the Apple: 
My Life with Steve Jobs. The mother of Jobs’ 
first child, Lisa, Chrisann Brennan and Steve 
Jobs were high school sweethearts. In The 
Bite in the Apple, Chrisann offers a compas-
sionate and intimate look at the remarkable 
life of Steve Jobs, providing readers with rare 
insights into Jobs’ formative, lesser-known 
years. With depth and breadth, Chrisann 
passionately recounts the young man who 
was driven to change the world, about a 
young father who denied his own child, and 
about a man who mistook power for love. 

7:00 PM · SF · The Hattery · 414 Brannan 
St · 415-230-0180

The Hattery presents Shane Bauer, Joshua 
Fattal, and Sarah Shourd, co-authors of A Sliver 
of Light: Three Americans Imprisoned in Iran.

7:30 PM · SF · The Castro · 2275 Market St 
· 415-864-6777

Books Inc. in The Castro celebrates love 
with Kathryn Hamm--President of GayWed-
dings.com, the pioneering online wedding 

boutique and resource for same-sex cou-
ples--and Thea Dodds--founder of Authentic 
Eye Photography--and their lovely col-
laboration, The New Art of Capturing Love: The 
Essential Guide to Lesbian and Gay Wedding 
Photography. Complete with more than 180 
gorgeous same-sex portraits, this inspiring 
guide shares easy-to-implement poses and 
techniques that can be applied to any couple 
(and wedding party), no matter their orien-
tations, to create lasting memories.

7 7:00 PM · Palo Alto · Town & Country 
Village · 650-321-0600

With over 30 years experience in investor 
relations, financial journalist and President 
of San Francisco based MDI Research firm, 
Max Issacman shares the secrets to suc-
cess for pursuing virtually any investment 
objective with his indispensible guide, Win-
ning with ETF Strategies: Top Asset Managers 
Share Their Methods for Beating the Market. 
Featuring twenty-three of the field’s most 
respected and innovative money managers, 
Max’s tips are the perfect fit for all indi-
vidual investors, ETF investors, hedge fund 
managers, money managers, and brokers.

7:00 PM · Mountain View · 301 Castro St · 
650-428-1234

With reporting on the marijuana phe-
nomenon honored in the Best of the West 
journalism awards and earning an Excel-
lence in Journalism prize from the Northern 
California chapter of the Society of Profes-
sional Journalists, senior writer for The 
Sacramento Bee, Peter Hecht, shares his up-
close journalistic narrative that chronicles 
a transformative epoch for marijuana in 
America with the absorbing and definitive, 
Weed Land: Inside America’s Marijuana Epicen-
ter and How Pot Went Legit. 

7:00 PM · Belmont Library · 1110 Alameda 
De Las Pulgas · 650-591-8286

The Belmont Library presents local You-
Tube sensation and creator of the popular 
blog “My Life Suckers,” Deva Dalporto, con-
tributor to the hilarious essay collection I 
Just Want to Be Alone. 

7:00 PM · Alameda · 1344 Park St · 510-
522-2226

Alameda Island Poets and Writers moder-
ated by Nanette Bradley Deetz. 

8 7:00 PM · Berkeley · 1760 4th Street · 
510-525-7777

Founder of Farmer D Organics--which designs 
and builds biodynamic farms all over the 
country, and sells quality organic soil and 
plant foods--Darren Joffe shares his inspir-
ing approach to establishing a biodynamic 
garden, composting, soil composition and 
replenishment, control-ling pests and disease, 
cooperative gardening practices, and even cre-
ating delicious meals, with his indispensable 
guide--which is complete with photographs 
and line drawings--Citizen Farmers.

ALAMEDA
1344 Park Street · 

510.522.2226

BERKELEY
1760 4th Street · 

510.525.7777

BURLINGAME
1375 Burlingame Ave · 

650.685.4911

MOUNTAIN VIEW
301 Castro St · 
650.428.1234

PALO ALTO 
Town & Country Vil-
lage · 650.321.0600

SAN FRANCISCO
Opera Plaza · 601 Van 

Ness · 415.776.1111
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SAN FRANCISCO
The Castro · 2275  

Market St · 415.864.6777

SAN FRANCISCO
The  Marina · 2251 Chestnut St 

· 415.931.3633

SAN FRANCISCO
Laurel Village · 3515  

California St · 415.221.3666

SFO
COMPASS BOOKS ·  

Terminal 3 · 650.244.0610

SFO
COMPASS BOOKS ·  

Terminal 2 · 650.821.9299 

7:00 PM · Belmont Library · 1110 Alameda 
De Las Pulgas · 650-591-8286

The Belmont Library presents Claire Cameron, 
author of The Bear.

7:00 PM · SF · The Marina · 
2251 Chestnut St · 415-931-3633

A contributor to Macmillan’s crime fiction 
fansite, Criminal Element, member of Mys-
tery Writers of America, Sisters in Crime, the 
International Thriller Writers, and the Crime 
Writers Association, Robert K. Lewis shares 
the second installment in the Mark Mallen 
mystery series, Critical Damage. Tasked with 
finding a missing 18-year-old, Mallen and Gato 
begin digging into the seedy hiding places of 
San Francisco’s lowliest criminals, and what 
they find could take down a powerful man and 
most of San Francisco with him. 

7:30 PM · SF · The Castro · 2275 Market St 
· 415-864-6777

Author of the Beach Reading mystery series, 
and co-producer of the popular San Francisco 
AIDS benefit variety show, “Men Behind 
Bars: The Bartenders’ Folly,” local author 
Mark Abramson shares his first major work of 
non-fiction, For My Brothers. Reflecting on his 
years as a bartender on Castro Street, Haight 
Street, and South of Market during the worst 
years of the AIDS crisis, roughly from 1984 
to 1996, For My Brothers is filled with true 
stories of encounters with Connie Francis, 
Johnnie Ray, and Christine Jorgensen, plus 
friendships with Al Parker, John Preston, and 
Sylvester and dozens of lesser known charac-
ters who deserve to be remembered.

7:30 PM · SF · Nourse Theater · 275 Hayes 
St · 415-392-4400

City Arts and Lectures presents former Sec-
retary of Homeland Security from 2009-2013, 
and current President of the University of 
California system, Janet Napolitano, in con-
versation with Roy Eisenhardt.

9 6:30 PM · Berkeley · 1760 4th Street 
· 510-525-7777

With pieces utilizing several artistic medi-

ums--from paintings to digital art to film 
and photography to dioramas and collages-
-Books Inc. Berkeley celebrates the artwork 
of their featured artist for the month of May, 
Sally Sherwood! So join us for a gallery recep-
tion featuring wine and cheese, and Sally’s 
thought-provoking artwork, of course.

7:00 PM · SF · Opera Plaza · 
601 Van Ness · 415-776-1111

Founder, CEO, and creative director of Bay 
Area-grown business Nasty Gal--a $100 
million plus online fashion retailer with 
more than 350 employees--Sophia Amoruso 
shares #Girlboss. Filled with brazen wake-up 
calls, cunning and frank observations, and 
behind-the-scenes stories from Nasty Gal’s 
meteoric rise, #Girlboss is an engaging look 
at Sophia’s story, as well as the perfect guide 
for outsiders (and insiders) seeking a unique 
path to success, even when that path is 
winding as all hell and lined with naysayers.

7:00 PM · SF · JCCSF · 3200 California St · 
415-292-1200

The JCCSF presents David Grossman, author 
of Falling Out of Time.

7:30 PM · SF · The Castro · 2275 Market St 
· 415-864-6777

Winner of the Pen/Faulkner Award & 
Pulitzer Prize for The Hours, Michael Cun-
ningham shares his luminous new novel, The 
Snow Queen. It’s November 2004. Barrett 
Meeks, having lost love yet again, is walking 
through Central Park when he is inspired 
to look up at the sky; there he sees a pale, 
translucent light that seems to regard him 
in a distinctly godlike way. Beautiful and 
heartbreaking, comic and tragic, The Snow 
Queen proves again that Cunningham is one 
of the great novelists of his generation.

10 4:00 PM · SF · Opera Plaza ·  
601 Van Ness · 415-776-1111

Books Inc. Opera Plaza presents a panel 
reading featuring students from UC Berkeley 
Extension’s writing program sharing their works 
of poetry, nonfiction, and fiction for their 17th 
annual student reading event. All are welcome!

12 7:00 PM · SF · Nourse Theater · 
275 Hayes St · 415-392-4400

The World Affairs Council presents Paul 
Taylor, author of The Next America: Boomers, Mil-
lennials, and the Looming Generational Showdown.

13 7:00 PM · Burlingame · 1375 
Burlingame Ave · 650-685-4911

Beautify your life with master embroiderer 
Sophie Long (who had the honor of embroider-
ing the much-publicized wedding dress of 
Kate Middleton for her marriage to Prince 
William!) and her indispensible guide, Mas-
tering the Art of Embroidery. Featuring 30 
illustrated, step-by-step tutorials for all the 
essential techniques, plus a section on digital 
and free-motion machine embroidery, Sophie’s 
tips and tricks will transform ordinary fabrics 
into visually stunning pieces, and have you 
feeling like a princess (or prince) in no time. 

7:30 PM · SF · Nourse Theater · 275 Hayes 
St · 415-392-4400

City Arts and Lectures presents singer 
Jessye Norman, author of Stand Up Straight 
and Sing!, in conversation with Music Direc-
tor of the San Francisco Symphony since 
1995, Michael Tilson Thomas.

14 6:00 PM · SF · Laurel Village · 
3515 California St · 415-221-3666

Looking for feedback on your kid’s book 
manuscript? Bring your work-in-progress to 
Writeous Writing Group, a hands-on critique 
group moderated by professional children’s 
book editor Julie Romeis Sanders. You will 
be amazed at how much you learn yourself 
by critiquing another writer’s work. Pre-
register and learn more at www.booksinc.
net/childrens_book_writing_group

7:00 PM · Alameda · 1344 Park St ·  
510-522-2226

New York Times-bestselling author of The 
Descendents--which was adapted into an 
Academy Award-winning film starring George 

Clooney--Kaui Hart Hemmings shares her much 
anticipated follow-up novel, The Possibilities. A 
graceful examination of the subtle poignancies 
of grief and relationships, The Possibilities is a 
stunning look at people faced with impossible 
choices in the wake of a tragedy which consid-
ers the difficult questions of what we’ll risk to 
keep our loved ones close.

7:00 PM · Palo Alto · Town & Country Vil-
lage · 650-321-0600

Winner of the 2012 Dylan Thomas Prize for 
her debut novel Seating Arrangements, New 
York Times-bestselling author Maggie Ship-
stead shares Astonish Me. Gorgeously written, 
Maggie’s latest work is a compelling glimpse 
into the demanding world of professional 
ballet which confirms Shipstead’s range and 
ability and raises provocative questions about 
the nature of talent, the choices we must make 
in search of fulfillment, and how we square the 
yearning for comfort with the demands of art.

7:30 PM · SF · Nourse Theater · 275 Hayes 
St · 415-392-4400

City Arts and Lectures and Noise Pop pres-
ents Carrie Brownstein, co-author of Portlandia: 
A Guide for Visitors and The Portlandia Activity 
Book, in conversation with Vendela Vita. 

15 6:00 PM · SF · Marines’ 
Memorial Club · 609 Sutter St · 
415-673-6672

The Marines’ Memorial Club presents Rick 
Atkinson, author of The Guns at Last Light: The 
War in Europe, 1944-1945, the final book in his 
Liberation Trilogy.

6:30 PM · Palo Alto · Town & Country Vil-
lage · 650-321-0600

Parenting coach and temperament special-
ist with over 45 years experience, former 
host of the radio show Childhood Matters 
Rona Renner, RN outlines effective commu-
nication strategies that focus on your child’s 
unique temperament, offering parents real, 
practical solutions to help you communicate 
effectively with your children while main-
taining a sense of calm--even in the most 
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stressful of times--with the warm and wise, 
Is That Me Yelling?: A Parent’s Guide to Getting 
Your Kids to Cooperate Without Losing Your Cool. 
This event is kindly co-sponsored by the 
Palo Alto Parent’s Place, a program of Jew-
ish Family and Children’s Services.

7:00 PM · SF · Opera Plaza ·  
601 Van Ness · 415-776-1111

Books Inc. Opera Plaza celebrates the launch 
of Nothing But the Truth So Help Me God: 73 
Women on Life’s Transitions. Featuring works 
by women of all walks of life, this powerful 
anthology sheds light on the powerful effects 
change can have on our lives, while serving 
as the perfect handbook for women to know 
they are not alone as they navigate the many 
transistions we go through in life. Readers 
this evening will include: Belva Davis, Laurel 
Hilton, Vanessa Hua, Camille Hayes, Nora Feeley, 
Eva Schlesinger, Karen Lynch, Tanya Strauss, 
Siobhan Neilland, and artist Johanna Uribes!

7:00 PM · SF · The Marina ·  
2251 Chestnut St · 415-931-3633

Inspired by his years as a journalist, televi-
sion news producer, documentary filmmaker, 
and university professor, local author John 
Hewitt shares his latest work of screwball 
fiction, Drone Baloney. When a mysterious 
government drone is struck down from the 
Baja skies, a band of expat recluses who 
have found solitude hiding out on the beach-
front suddenly find themselves warding off 
unwanted progress, with hilarious results.

7:00 PM · Burlingame · 1375 Burlingame 
Ave · 650-685-4911

A former Senior Editor for Nickelodeon’s 
ParentsConnect, the wise and wacky mind 
behind the viral videos “What Does the 
Kid Say?” & “Let It Go -- Mom Parody” 
and the popular blog “My Life Suckers,” 
Deva Dalporto shares the second volume 
in the bestselling I Just Want to Pee Alone 
series, I Just Want to Be Alone. A collection of 
humorous essays from 37 of the most Super 
Cool Lady Writers you’ll find on the web 
(including Deva, of course), this awesome 
anthology also features pieces from People 
I Want to Punch in the Throat, Baby Side-
burns, A.K. Turner, My Husband Ate All My 
Ice Cream, and many more!

7:00 PM · Berkeley · 1760 4th Street · 510-
525-7777

Books Inc. Berkeley presents a tribute read-
ing honoring the memory of poet Lowell A. 
Levant, who rose to prominence in Berkeley 
in the 1960s as a member of the Artists, 
Musicians, Poets, and Sympathizers Local 
of the Industrial Workers of the World 
(IWW), and studied under notable poet and 
UC professor Gary Snyder. This evening 
will be moderated by Lowell’s brother, Ron 
Levant, and will feature readings from the 
posthumous volume A Poet Drives a Truck. 
Readers include: John Oliver Simon, Luis 
Garcia, Will Staple, Doug Palmer, & former 
California Poet Laureate Al Young.

17 2:00 PM · SF · Canela Bistro Bar · 
2272 Market St · 415-552-3000

Canela Bistro Bar presents an evening cel-
ebrating the history of Spanish food in the 
Bay Area with James Beard Award-winner 

Joyce Goldstein, author of Mediterranean 
Fresh, The California Food Revolution, and 
Tapas: Sensational Small Plates from Spain.

19 7:00 PM · SF · Laurel Village · 
3515 California St · 415-221-3666

Winner of the Iowa Short Fiction Award for 
her story collection, All That Work, Kathryn 
Ma shares her much-anticipated debut 
novel, The Year She Left Us. Full of pathos 
and humor, The Year She Left Us features 
a quartet of unforgettable characters and 
beautifully explores the promise and pain 
of adoption, the price of assimilation and 
achievement, the debt we owe to others, and 
what we owe to ourselves. 

7:30 PM · SF · Nourse Theater · 275 Hayes 
St · 415-392-4400

City Arts and Lectures presents Ruth Reichl, 
author of Delicious!, in conversation with San 
Francisco Chronicle columnist Leah Garchik.

20 6:00 PM · SF · Opera Plaza ·  
601 Van Ness · 415-776-1111

Looking for feedback on your kid’s book 
manuscript? Bring your work-in-progress to 
Writeous Writing Group, a hands-on critique 
group moderated by professional children’s 
book editor Summer Dawn Laurie. You will 
be amazed at how much you learn yourself 
by critiquing another writer’s work. Pre-
register and learn more at www.booksinc.
net/childrens_book_writing_group.

7:00 PM · Belmont Library · 1110 Alameda 
De Las Pulgas · 650-591-8286

The Belmont Library presents Elise Juska, 
author of The Blessings.

21 6:00 PM · Alameda ·  
1344 Park St · 510-522-2226

Peter Heller, the celebrated author of the 
breakout bestseller The Dog Stars, shares 
his second work of fiction--which Publishers 
Weekly has awarded a coveted Boxed and 
Starred Review--The Painter. When a brutal 
encounter rips artist Jim Stegner’s life open, 
he is suddenly faced with his haunted past as 
he flees his quiet Colorado life and returns to 
New Mexico. A stunning, savage novel of art 
and violence, love and grief, The Painter is an 
achingly beautiful, wildly suspenseful novel 
about an artist trying to outrun his past.

7:30 PM · SF · Nourse Theater · 275 Hayes 
St · 415-392-4400

City Arts and Lectures presents The Neu-
roscience of Music and Creativity with 
cognitive neuroscientist at UCSF and 
member of the faculty at the San Francisco 
Conservatory of Music, Indre Viskontas, in 
conversation with Kelly McGonigal.

22 6:00 PM · SF · Opera Plaza · 
601 Van Ness · 415-776-1111

Writer, educator, and award-winning docu-
mentary filmmaker Arthur Hoyle shares The 
Unknown Henry Miller: A Seeker in Big Sur. Hailed 
as “The best book ever written about my 
father” by Miller’s son, Tony, and written with 

the cooperation of the estates of Henry Miller, 
Anaïs Nin, and others, this refreshing look at 
Henry Miller’s life focuses on his years living in 
Big Sur, California, and draws on material not 
available to previous biographers, including 
interviews with Lepska Warren, Miller’s third 
wife, and revelations from unpublished por-
tions of Anaïs Nin’s diaries.

7:00 PM · Palo Alto · Town & Country Vil-
lage · 650-321-0600

The Peninsula Parlour celebrates the launch 
of Nothing But the Truth So Help Me God: 73 
Women on Life’s Transitions. Featuring works 
by women of all walks of life, this powerful 
anthology sheds light on the powerful effects 
change can have on our lives, while serving 
as the perfect handbook for women to know 
they are not alone as they navigate the many 
transistions we go through in life. Readers for 
this evening will include: Rose Gordy, Christine 
Beirne, Kim Festa, Jennifer Bush, Nancy Davis 
Kho, Jane Ganahl, and Lisen Stromberg!

7:00 PM · Alameda · 1344 Park St ·  
510-522-2226

Former Senior Editor at AlterNet, a program 
of the Independent Media Institute, journalist 
and nature writer Tai Moses shares Zooburbia: 
Meditations on the Wild Animals Among Us. A 
lively blend of memoir, natural history, and 
mindfulness practices, Tai’s vignettes share 
the happy fact that none of us is alone while 
making the case for being mindful and com-
passionate stewards--and students--of the 
wildlife with whom we coexist.

23 7:00 PM · SF · Opera Plaza ·  
601 Van Ness · 415-776-1111

Take a tour of the human brain with New York 
Times-bestselling science writer Sam Kean 
and his latest entertaining, engaging, and ele-
gant work, The Tale of the Dueling Neurosurgeons: 
The History of the Human Brain as Revealed by True 
Stories of Trauma, Madness, and Recovery. Full of 
his trademark wit and astonishing anecdotes, 
this offbeat look at medical history explains 
the brain’s secret passageways while recount-
ing forgotten stories of common people whose 
struggles, resiliency, and deep humanity made 
modern neuroscience possible.

24 4:00 PM · SF · Opera Plaza · 
601 Van Ness · 415-776-1111

With fiction appearing in The New Yorker, 
Granta, The Guardian, and Tin House, 
among other publications, National Book 
Award-finalist and winner of the Heming-
way Foundation/PEN Award, Joshua Ferris 
shares To Rise Again at a Decent Hour. At once 
laugh-out-loud funny about the absurdities 
of the modern world, and indelibly profound 
about the eternal questions of the mean-
ing of life, love and truth, To Rise Again at 
a Decent Hour is a deeply moving and con-
stantly surprising tour de force.

28 7:00 PM · SF · World Affairs 
Council · 312 Sutter St · 415-
293-4600

The World Affairs Council presents Evan 
Osnos, author of Age of Ambition: Chasing For-
tune, Truth, and Faith in the New China.

29 7:00 PM · SF · Laurel Village · 
3515 California St · 415-221-3666

With a background in social work and a 25 
year practice as a counselor/coach, Amanda 
Owen shares Born to Receive: Seven Powerful 
Steps Women Can Take Today to Reclaim Their 
Half of the Universe. With exercises, special 
tips, and resources throughout, this book 
provides life-changing advice with a radi-
cally different approach for helping women 
achieve their goals, reduce stress, and cre-
ate better health and happiness by using the 
power that already exists within them. 

7:00 PM · Palo Alto · Town & Country Vil-
lage · 650-321-0600

The co-founder of Two Arrows Zen, and for-
mer first Director of the Office of Alternative 
Dispute Resolution of the Utah Judiciary, 
gifted facilitator, mediator, and spiritual 
teacher Diane Musho Hamilton shares the skill 
set you need to engage conflict with wisdom 
and compassion, and even--sometimes--to be 
grateful for it with the engaging and sagely 
guide, Everything is Workable: A Zen Approach to 
Conflict Resolution. 
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ALAMEDA

13 Tuesday · 7:00 PM
Alameda’s Young Adult 
Book Club (ages 13+) 

will discuss The 5th Wave by Rick 
Yancey.

15 Thursday · 7:00 PM
The Big Yes Society Discus-
sion Group will discuss 

Indie Spiritualist: A No Bullshit Explo-
ration of Spirituality by Chris Grosso.

16 Friday · 5:00 PM
The Our Parents Made Us 
Do This Book Club will dis-

cuss Divergent by Veronica Roth.

22 Thursday · 7:00 PM
Desert Island Book Club 
will discuss The 25th Hour 

by David Benioff.

25 Sunday · 2:00 PM
The B.G.P. Social Network 
Book Society (ages 16+) 

will meet.

■ Sunday · 6:00PM
The Intimates: East Bay Queer Book 
Club will discuss Orlando by Virginia 
Woolf.

BERKELEY

5 Saturday · 9:30 AM
The First Saturday Book Club 
will discuss The Golem and the 

Jinni by Helene Wecker.

BURLINGAME

14 Wednesday · 7:00 PM
The Recommended By A 
Stranger Book Club will 

discuss The Cat’s Table by Michael 
Ondaatje.

29 Thursday · 7:00 PM
The Is That A Gun in Your 
Pocket? Book Club will 

discuss The Postman Always Rings 
Twice by James M. Cain.

THE CASTRO

13 Tuesday · 6:30 PM
The Central SF Classic 
Lit Book Club will discuss 

Fathers and Sons by Ivan Turgenev.

14 Wednesday · 7:00 PM
The SFLGBT Book Club will 
discuss London Triptych by 

Jonathan Kemp. 

LAUREL VILLAGE

4 Sunday · 1:00 PM
The Adventurous Readers Club 
will discuss Wake Up Missing 

by Kate Messner.

6 Tuesday · 7:00 PM 
The Women We’d Like To Lunch 
With Book Club will discuss The 

House at Tyneford by Natasha Solomons.

18 Sunday · 1:00 PM
The Wild Girls Mother 
Daughter Book Club will 

discuss The Secret Hum of a Daisy by 
Tracy Holczer.

20 Tuesday · 7:00 PM
The Foreign Intrigue Book 
Club will discuss Tequila 

Blue by Rolo Diez.

28 Wednesday · 6:00 PM
The Young@Heart Book 
Club will discuss Going 

Over by Beth Kephart.

*
Thursdays · 3:30 PM
The BOOK BITES: Tasty 
Tales in Twenty read aloud 

series meets at 3:30 every Thurs-
day and reads stories for newly 
independent readers (ages 6-8).

THE MARINA

7 Wednesday · 7:00 PM
The San Francisco Travel Book 
Club and Lecture Series will 

discuss Into Thick Air: Biking to the 
Bellybutton of Six Continents by Jim 
Malusa.

13 Tuesday · 7:00 PM
The Miss Jane Austen 
Book Club will discuss The 

School for Scandal and Other Plays by 
Richard Brinsley Sheridan.

16 Friday · 10:00 AM
Baby’s First Book Club will 
read picture books per-

fect for your under 3’s!

28 Wednesday · 7:30 PM
Classics I Forgot To Read 
will discuss The Bridge on 

the Drina by Ivo Andric.

MOUNTAIN VIEW

12 Monday · 7:30 PM
The Broken Compass 
Adventure Book Club will 

discuss West with the Night by Beryl 
Markham.

13Tuesday · 7:00 PM
The Politically Inspired 
Book Club will discuss Dog 

Whistle Politics: How Coded Racial 
Appeals Have Reinvented Racism 
and Wrecked the Middle Class by Ian 
Haney López.

18 Sunday · 5:00 PM
Night Of The Living Book 
Club will discuss NOS4A2 

by Joe Hill.

26 Monday · 7:00 PM
The Hands On Bay Area 
Book Club will discuss 

For All the Tea in China: How England 
Stole the World’s Favorite Drink and 
Changed History by Sarah Rose.

OPERA PLAZA

10 Saturday · 10:00 AM
The Second Saturday Book 
Club will discuss Angle of 

Repose by Wallace Stegner.

25 Sunday · 11:00 AM
The World Affairs Council 
Book Club will discuss 

Cutting for Stone by Abraham Ver-
ghese.

PALO ALTO

11 Sunday · 6:00 pM
The Speculative Fiction 
Book Club will discuss The 

Magicians by Lev Grossman.

13Tuesday · 6:00 PM 
The Book Busters Middle 
Reader Book Club (ages 

12+) will discuss Will in Scarlet by 
Matthew Cody.

19 Monday · 6:00 pM
The NYM-Actual-Book 
Club (ages 14+) will dis-

cuss Panic by Lauren Oliver.

27 Tuesday · 7:00 pM
The Fourth Tuesday 
(Margie’s) Book Club will 

discuss My Wish List by Grégoire 
Delacourt.

· Book Club Recommendations · 7May
2014

After Her by Joyce Maynard
Marin County, California, 1979 - Loosely inspired 
by the Trailside Killer case, After Her is a poi-
gnant, suspenseful, and painfully real family saga 
that traces a young girl’s first sexual explorations, 
the loss of innocence, the bond shared by sisters, 

and the tender but damaged relationship between a girl and her 
father that endures even beyond the grave. AVAILABLE MAY 6TH 

The End of the Point
by Elizabeth Graver
Ashaunt Point, Massachusetts, has anchored 
life for generations of the Porter family. But in 
1942, the U.S. Army arrives, bringing havoc and 
change. An unforgettable portrait of one family’s 

journey, The End of the Point artfully probes the hairline frac-
tures hidden beneath the surface of our lives and traces the 
fragile and enduring bonds that connect us. AVAILABLE NOW

The Love Affairs of 
Nathaniel P. by Adelle Waldman
Writer Nate Piven’s star is rising. After several 
lean and striving years, he has his pick of both 
magazine assignments and women: Juliet, the 
hotshot business reporter; Elisa, his gorgeous 

ex-girlfriend, and Hannah, “almost universally regarded as 
nice and smart, or smart and nice”. When one relationship 
grows more serious, Nate is forced to consider what it is he 
really wants. AVAILABLE MAY 6TH

The Circle by Dave Eggers
The Circle links users’ emails, social media, 
and purchasing with their universal operat-
ing system. Mae Holland can’t believe her 
great fortune to work for the most influential 
company in the world—even as life beyond 

the campus grows distant, even as an encounter with a 
colleague leaves her shaken, even as her role at the Circle 
becomes increasingly public. AVAILABLE NOW

The People in the Trees
by Hanya Yanagihara
Micronesia, 1950 - Doctor Norton Perina encoun-
ters a group of forest dwellers who have attained 
a form of immortality that preserves the body 
but not the mind. Perina uncovers their secret 

and returns with it to America, where he finds great success. 
But his discovery has come at a terrible cost, not only for the 
islanders, but for Perina himself. AVAILABLE MAY 13TH

The Daughters of Mars
by Thomas Keneally
In 1915, Australian sisters Naomi and Sally Durance 
join the war effort as nurses. Amid the carnage, the 
sisters’ tenuous bond strengthens as they bravely 
face extreme danger and hostility—sometimes 

from their own side. In France, each meets an exceptional man, 
the kind for whom she might relinquish her newfound indepen-
dence— if only they all survive. AVAILABLE MAY 6TH

The Bone Season
by Samantha Shannon
The year 2059 - Clairvoyant Paige Mahoney 
is snatched away to a secret prison where she 
encounters the Rephaim race, creatures who 
wish to control the powers of clairvoyants. One 

in particular is assigned as her keeper. But his motives are 
mysterious. To regain her freedom, Paige must learn to trust, 
in the prison where she is meant to die. AVAILABLE MAY 6TH

Gone Girl by Gillian Flynn
It is Nick and Amy Dunne’s fifth wedding anni-
versary, the clever and beautiful Amy disappears. 
Under mounting pressure from the police and the 
media—as well as Amy’s fiercely doting parents—
Nick, the town golden boy parades an endless series 

of lies, deceits, and inappropriate behavior. Nick is oddly evasive, 
and he’s definitely bitter—but is he really a killer? AVAILABLE NOW

The Examined Life
by Stephen Grosz
In his work as a practicing psychoanalyst, 
Stephen Grosz has spent the last twenty-five 
years uncovering the hidden feelings behind 
our most baffling behavior. The Examined Life 

distils more than 50,000 hours of conversation into pure 
psychological insight without the jargon. This extraordinary 
book is about one ordinary process: talking, listening, and 
understanding. AVAILABLE MAY 13TH
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BOOKS INC. Clubs Calendar

Follow Us  

on Facebook,  

Twitter, Pinterest 

& Tumblr

ONLINE
The Thinking Parent Book 
Group will meet online to 
discuss Raising Financially 
Fit Kids by Joline Godfrey.



Sandra Feder · Daisy’s Big Night
May 2 · 3:30 PM 
Burlingame Library · Easton Branch 
· 1800 Easton Dr · 650-340-6180

Bill Cotter · Don’t Push the Button!
May 5 · 11:00 AM
SF · The Marina · 2251 Chestnut St · 
415-931-3633 

Andy Griffith – The 26 Story Treehouse
May 10 · 4:00 pm
Mountain View · 301 Castro St · 
650-428-1234

Marissa Moss · Blood Diaries
May 17 · 4:00 PM 
Berkeley · 1760 4th Street ·  
510-525-7777 

Kiera Cass, Kevin Emerson, Amanda 
Maciel · The One, Exile, Tease

May 21 · 7:00 PM
Palo Alto · Town & Country Village · 650-321-0600

Dana Reinhardt · We Are the Goldens
May 27 · 7:00 PM 
SF · Opera Plaza · 601 Van Ness · 
415-776-1111

BOOKS INC. Alameda loves 

Marguerite Henry

· BOOKS INC. Kids ·8 May
2014

Jim Curious 
Journey to the 
Heart of the Sea 

by Matthias Picard
Join the buoyant Jim Curious on this 
mostly wordless journey through the 
depths of the ocean—in stunning 3D. 
Replete with two pairs of 3D glasses, 
this sumptuous visual masterpiece is a 
pleasure for both kids and adults—for 
kids an all-new journey, for an older 
generation perhaps a more familiar trip. 
AVAILABLE NOW (AGES 6+)

Have You Seen 
My Dragon? 

by Steve Light
As much a love letter to 

Manhattan as anything else, this master-
fully illustrated story includes counting, a 
hunt-and-find element as well as what has 
to be the coolest pet to go missing maybe 
ever. Each page features a complex black 
and white image, with featured images in 
color as well as the increasingly hidden 
dragon to be found. A delight. AVAILABLE 
NOW (AGES 2-5)

Lily the Unicorn 
by Dallas Clayton
Lily is a unicorn with a great 
attitude and a contagious 
gusto for life. That is, until she 

meets the perpetually pessimistic penguin, 
Roger. Can she convince her new friend that 
there’s more fun to be had than demise to 
be feared? A charming tale with bright and 
joyful illustrations befitting Lily’s joie du 
vivre.  AVAILABLE NOW (AGES 4+)

Sleepyheads 
by Sandra Howatt
Say night-night with this 
precious new picture 
book, perfect for your 

babies or your kiddos. Babies will love 
the sound of your voice as you read this 
rhyming tale to them, and kiddos will 
love the story. Bring on the yawns in 
the best way possible, and get snuggly. 
AVAILABLE MAY 6TH (AGES 2+)

The Thickety 

by JA White
The start of a wonderful 
new magical adventure 
series, this fantasy thriller 

will keep the pages turning long after 
the bedtime. Eerie spot illustrations and 
a dark, forbidden forest await curious 
young readers. But beware: nightmares 
lurk within these pages. The faint of 
heart need not apply. AVAILABLE MAY 
6TH (AGES 10-14)

The Secret Hum 
of a Daisy 

by Tracy Holczer
Already a staff favorite 
among Books Inc.er’s, The 

Secret Hum of a Daisy is the captivating 
and tender debut from a promising new 
talent. Well suited for discussion, and 
featuring poetic language and indelibly 
wrought characters, this novel is the per-
fect choice for book clubs and precocious 
readers. AVAILABLE NOW (AGES 10-14)

This One Summer 

by Jillian Tamaki
From the über talented duo 
that brought us Skim, comes 
a brilliant new graphic novel 

for teens. Gracefully toeing the line between 
childhood innocence and adult ramifica-
tions, this gorgeous summer narrative is 
wistful while remaining honest, touching 
and true. For the kids who loved the realism 
for Raina Telgemeier’s Drama, but are per-
haps older or more mature now, this one is a 
sure hit. AVAILABLE MAY 6TH (AGES 12+)

The Here and Now 
by Ann Brashares
In a world full of dystopian 
YA novels, comes one that 
stands apart. From the 

author of the Sisterhood of the Traveling 
Pants is this new, tantalizing tale of time 
travels irrevocable consequences. The 
unique twist? Protagonist Prenna must 
travel back in time—to OUR time. And 
her perspective on our current state is eye 
opening. AVAILABLE NOW (AGES 12+)

The Geography 
of You and Me 
by Jennifer E Smith
Author Jennifer Smith is no 
stranger to the world of teen-

age love—her first two novels, The Probability 
of Love at First Sight and This is What Happy 
Looks Like, already have her poised as one of 
the great weavers of adolescent romance. So 
we are thrilled to report that this new one may 
just be her best yet—with all the depth, heart-
thumping almost-kisses and truth that we 
crave. AVAILABLE NOW (AGES 13+)

KIDS EVENTS!

www.booksinc.net

NEW BOOKS THIS MONTH!

INDIES FIRST 
STORYTIME DAY! 

Saturday, May 17th
Indie bookstores across the nation will be hosting 
special storytimes for this day, and Books Inc. is 
no exception! In conjunction with Children’s Book 
Week, this new event is an opportunity for us all to 
embrace the power and importance of reading out 
loud. We are pairing up with the fabulous, local, 
literacy non-profit, Raising A Reader, a fabulous 
initiative that wants to put books in the hands of 
children. Obviously, we agree!

Books Inc. in the Marina AND Books Inc. 
Alameda at 11 AM: 

Raising a Reader will be reading to us! Bring the 
kiddos and experience storytime as done by the 
professionals—especially crafted reading experi-
ences meant to entice the tots. 

Books Inc. Opera Plaza at 11 AM: 

Teachers, parents, librarians, aunties, uncles… 
anyone who reads to kids should join the experts of 
Raising a Reader, for this very special educational 
workshop on child brain development and the impor-
tance of read aloud. Free and open to the public!

In the tale of Aladdin, our hero is sent into a cave, full of trea-
sure, to find one simple oil lamp. Now, Aladdin, an imprint of 
Simon and Schuster, have opened an entire cave of equine 
gold. They have brought out, in unified edition, the entire 
catalogue of Marguerite Henry.

Misty of Chincoteague, King of the Wind, Stormy, Misty’s Foal, and 
Sea Star: Orphan of Chincoteague are stories of horses, noble, 
wild and the founders of whole breeds-- thoroughbreds, trot-
ters, huge draft animals with long haired feet and mustangs.
  
What these stories are not: Cute. No purple little ponies here.
 
Most of the human protagonists of these 
books are boys and young men who learn 
to trust and love the animals in their lives. 
With her brilliant illustrator, Wesley Den-
nis, Marguerite Henry shows us the 
treasure that is the horse and those who 
love them. Aladdin has opened the trea-
sure trove of Henry’s work and we are 
all the richer.




