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ENDORSE READING
Chitra Banerjee Divakaruni 
My first year in America was a dark one. 
All the plans I’d made to go to college 
fell apart due to lack of finances. I had 
to take up a babysitting job because 
I wasn’t trained to do anything. I was 
ready to give up and go back home when 
books --and a person who loved books--
saved my life. 

It happened on a freezing evening in Chi-
cago when the bus I was on broke down in front of a library. 

As I walked into the building--mostly to keep warm--it struck me 
that I hadn’t been in a library ever since I’d arrived in America. I hadn’t 
read a single book.

I walked to the front desk and asked the woman sitting there—a tag 
pinned to her cardigan said, A. Berenson, Librarian—if I could borrow 
a book. She asked me if I had identification. I produced it. She typed 
out a card with my name on it. It was that simple. When I asked her 
how many books I could borrow, she said, “As many as you can carry 
out! What are you looking for?”

There was such genuine interest in her voice, that I was emboldened 
to confide to her the dream that seemed to be slipping further from my 
grasp each day. 

“I want to go to graduate school and study American Literature,” I 
whispered.

I had expected a look of disbelief, perhaps even pity. But she nodded 
as though what I said was entirely possible. She took me to the stacks 
where she paused, considering carefully, then handed me a book. The 
Great Gatsby, the title proclaimed. I had never heard of it, but already 
I trusted Mrs. Berenson. She picked out several other books. When 
I walked out of the library, hugging their sweet weight, the night had 
grown warmer. Or was the warmth inside my heart?

That night I opened The Great Gatsby and plunged into a fascinat-
ing world of affluence and excess, of desire and disappointments. 
My own problems receded as I participated in Gatsby’s drama and 
waited tensely to see if he would find love. I stopped reading only when 
exhaustion forced my eyes shut. 

I took the book to work the next day and read it in between my 
duties. When my young charge threw his usual tantrum, I ignored him 
and kept reading. This novel response astonished him into silence. In 
three days, I’d finished the book. I took it back to Mrs. B, and expressed 
to her my outrage that Gatsby had been killed, that fiction could be as 
unfair as life. She listened with her calm smile, then said, “But it’s made 
you care. It’s made you want to do something about such things, if you 
get a chance. Isn’t that more important?” 

I’d never thought about reading in that way before. A small, very 
small thought flashed in my mind for a moment: I’d like to write like 
that someday. Outrage my readers. Make them care. Make them do 
something about injustice.

Over the next months, Mrs. B gave me many other books. Native Son. 
The Woman Warrior. Sister Carrie. The Turn of the Screw. My Antonia. 
Fahrenheit 451. The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn. Cat’s Cradle. Bless me 
Ultima. After I finished each one, she took time to listen to my responses. 

Something happened to me in those months that I can’t explain. 
Though my outer circumstances hadn’t changed, my attitude was dif-
ferent. Perhaps it was because Mrs. B took my opinions seriously and 
encouraged me to think large. Perhaps it was that she chose for me 
books where characters struggled, like me, to achieve the American 
Dream—often under circumstances far worse than mine. 

The end result: I stayed on in America, managed to get into gradu-
ate school, and ultimately became a writer. Books saved my life--and I 
remember that every day as I now create my own books. 

Meet Chitra at the launch of her new novel, Oleander Girl, 
a coming-of-age tale about a young woman who leaves 
India for America on a search for her own identity.

March 18 · 7:00 PM 
Books Inc. in Mountain View
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BERKELEY REPERTORY THEATER
Books Inc. in Berkeley is working on some exciting events with Berkeley Repertory Theater in the month 
of March.  As it prepares to premiere Fallaci, a new play by Lawrence Wright, Berkeley Rep proudly hosts the 
Pulitzer Prize-winning author for a discussion of his latest bestseller, Going Clear. This event on Berkeley Rep’s 
Thrust Stage begins at 7 PM on Monday, March 4.

Berkeley Rep welcomes a dear friend – and winner of an Oscar, a Grammy, a Tony, and two Emmys – to its 
stage again to celebrate the release of Rita Moreno: A Memoir in a conversation moderated by NPR’s Michael 
Krasny. This event in Berkeley Rep’s Roda Theatre begins at 7:30 PM on Monday, March 18.

FOOD FOR THOUGHT 
March 7 · 7:00 PM

Books Inc. in The Marina

Chloe Coscarelli, winner of Food 
Network’s Cupcake Wars and 
author of Chloe’s Kitchen presents 
her latest book, Chloe’s Vegan  
Desserts.

March 14 · 7:00 PM
Books Inc. in The Marina

Join Caroline M. Grant & Lisa Cathe-
rine Harper to the delectable essay 
collection The Cassoulet Saved Our 
Marriage.  

March 15 · 12:30 PM
Books Inc. in Opera Plaza 

Catch the world’s best seafood 
recipes straight from the head 
fishmonger Anders Miller and crew 
from In the Kitchen with the Pike 
Place Fish Guys.

BOOKS INC. in The Castro 
March 21 · 7:30 PM

Award-winning novelist Trebor Healey discusses A 
Horse Called Sorrow, a poetic novel depicting 1980s and 
90s San Francisco and journeys across the American 
West. Trebor will be in conversation with special 
guest Mark Abramson. 

March 28 · 7:30 PM

With her book Love Song for Baby X, Cheryl Dumesnil
takes us on a wild journey through the years and 
obstacles she and her partner faced trying to have a 
son-including the brief time they spent as poster chil-
dren for the marriage equality movement.

Featured Store in March



The Gods of Heavenly  
Punishment by Jennifer Cody 
Epstein
Fifteen-year-old Yoshi Kobayashi, child of 
Japan’s New Empire, is on her way home on a 
March night when American bombers shower 

her city with napalm--an attack that leaves one hundred thou-
sand dead within hours. In the days that follow, Yoshi’s old 
life will blur beyond recognition, leading her to a new world 
marked by destruction and shaped by those considered the 
enemy. Directly or indirectly, each will shape Yoshi’s journey 
as she seeks safety, love, and redemption. AVAILABLE NOW

The Obituary Writer
by Ann Hood
On the day John F. Kennedy is inaugurated, 
Claire, an uncompromising young wife, strug-
gles over the decision of whether to stay in a 
loveless marriage or follow the man she loves. 
Decades earlier, in 1919, Vivien Lowe, an obitu-

ary writer, is searching for her lover who disappeared in the 
Great San Francisco Earthquake of 1906. The surprising con-
nection between Claire and Vivien will change the life of one of 
them in unexpected and extraordinary ways. AVAILABLE NOW

Ghana Must Go by Taiye Selasi
In the wake of Kweku’s death, his children 
gather in Ghana at their enigmatic mother’s 
new home. What is revealed in their coming 
together is the story of how they came apart: 
the hearts broken, the lies told, the crimes 
committed in the name of love. Splintered, 

alone, each navigates his pain, believing that what has been 
lost can never be recovered--until, in Ghana, a new way for-
ward, a new family, begins to emerge. AVAILABLE MARCH 5TH

How To Get Filthy Rich in 
Rising Asia by Mohsin Hamid
In one of the most anticipated books of this 
year, a nameless hero in a sprawling metropo-
lis begins to amass an empire built on that 
most fluid, and increasingly scarce, of goods: 
water. Yet his heart remains set on the pretty 

girl whose star rises along with his, their paths crossing 
and re-crossing, a lifelong affair sparked and snuffed and 
sparked again by the forces that careen their fates along. 
AVAILABLE MARCH 5TH

A Tale for the Time Being
by Ruth Ozeki
In Tokyo, sixteen-year-old Nao has decided 
there’s only one escape from her aching loneli-
ness and her classmates’ bullying. But before 
she ends it all, Nao first plans to document 
the life of her great grandmother. Across 

the Pacific, Ruth discovers a collection of artifacts washed 
ashore in a Hello Kitty lunchbox. As the mystery of its con-
tents unfolds, Ruth is pulled into the past, into Nao’s drama 
and her unknown fate, and forward into her own future. 
AVAILABLE MARCH 12TH

The Andalucian Friend
by Alexander Söderberg
When Sophie Brinkmann meets Hector 
Guzman she is drawn in by his quiet charm, 
easy smile, and how he welcomes her into his 
family. But when she learns that Guzman is 
the head of a powerful international crime 

ring that extends from Europe to South America, her quiet 
world becomes deadly amidst a turf war, and she must sum-
mon everything within her to navigate this intricate web of 
moral ambiguity, deadly obsession, and craven gamesman-
ship. AVAILABLE MARCH 12TH

Benediction by Kent Haruf
Bracing, sad and deeply illuminating, 
Benediction captures the fullness of life by 
representing every stage of it, as well as the 
hopes and dreams that sustain us along the 
way. When Dad Lewis is diagnosed with ter-
minal cancer, he and his family form bonds 

within their small town that carry them through the most 
difficult of times. This story provides an indelible portrait 
with grace and insight, the compassion, the suffering and, 
above all, the humanity of its inhabitants. AVAILABLE NOW

Middle C by William H. Gass
After nearly two decades of work, Middle C is 
a mosaic of a life given in a series of variations 
and arranged in an array of vocabularies, 
altered rhythms, forms and tones, and broken 
pieces with music as both theme and struc-
ture, set in the key of middle C. The story 

follows a family who flees to England to escape the Nazi’s, 
only to have their father go mysteriously missing after they 
arrive. AVAILABLE MARCH 12TH

Lessons in French
by Hilary Reyl
It’s 1989 and Kate, a recent Yale graduate, has 
accepted a job offer to work as the assistant 
to a famous American photographer in Paris. 
Back in France for the first time since she was 
nine and living with cousins while her father 

was dying, Kate finds herself surrounded by a seductive cast 
of characters leading her to question their kindness, as well 
as her own motives for wanting them to love her. AVAILABLE 
MARCH 5TH

Middle Men by Jim Gavin
Middle Men is a hilarious and panoramic 
vision of California, portraying a group of 
men, from young dreamers to old vets, caught 
half way between their dreams and the crush-
ing reality of their lives. A work of profound 
humanity that pairs moments of high comedy 

with searing truths about life’s missed opportunities, these 
stories bring to life a series of unforgettable characters 
learning what it means to love and work and be in the world 
as a man. AVAILABLE NOW

Nose by James Conaway
During a routine tasting in advance of his 
eponymous publication’s new issue, wine 
critic Clyde Craven-Jones discovers one 
bottle worthy of his highest score, an accolade 
he’s never before awarded. There is one prob-
lem: the bottle has no known origin; it simply 

appeared on his doorstep. With an investigation underway, 
Clyde finds himself in the center of northern California’s 
vinous glitterati along with its’ subterranean enthusiasts, 
and eventually in a compromised position in a fermentation 
tank. AVAILABLE MARCH 12TH

Rage Against the Dying
by Wendy Masterman
Brigid Quinn’s experiences in hunting sexual 
predators for the FBI have left her with 
memories she wishes she didn’t have and 
lethal skills she hopes never to need again. 
Following her early retirement, Brigid settles 

down nicely in Tucson with her new husband, Carlo. But the 
past intervenes when Floyd Lynch confesses to the worst 
unsolved case of Brigid’s career and when the FBI believes 
the confession is a lie, Brigid cannot walk away from the 
promise of retribution. AVAILABLE MARCH 12TH

The Sunshine When She’s 
Gone by Thea Goodman
When Veronica Reed wakes up one frigid Janu-
ary morning, two things are “off”--first of all, 
she has had a good night’s sleep, which hasn’t 
happened in months, and second, both her 
husband and her baby are gone. Grateful for the 

much-needed rest, Veronica doesn’t, at first, seriously question 
her husband’s trip out to breakfast with baby Clara. Little does 
she know, her spouse has fled lower Manhattan, with Clara, for 
some R&R in the Caribbean. AVAILABLE MARCH 5TH

The Supremes 
at Earl’s All-You-Can-Eat 
by Edward Kelsey Moore
When Odette, Clarice, and Barbara Jean meet as 
teenagers in the mid-sixties, the civil rights move-
ment is moving along and so are their everyday 

lives. Their regular gathering place is Earl’s All-You-Can-Eat diner, 
the first black-owned business in downtown Plainview, Indiana. 
Over the course of almost forty years, the Supremes (as they’ve 
been dubbed by their friends) grow up, gossip, and face the world 
together. Meet Odette, Clarice, and Barbara Jean--once you meet 
them, they will be your friends forever. AVAILABLE MARCH 12TH

A Thousand Pardons
by Jonathan Dee
Helen Armsteads’ marriage swiftly unravels one 
afternoon when her husband Ben’s recklessness 
takes an alarming turn. Forced back into the 
working world, Helen relocates with their preteen 
daughter to an apartment in Manhattan. Soon 

Helen discovers she has a rare gift: She can convince arrogant men 
to admit their mistakes. But redemption is more easily granted in 
her professional life than in her personal one, and Helen must face 
her own capacity for forgiveness. AVAILABLE MARCH 12TH

Where Tigers Are at Home
by Jean-Marie Blas de Robles
When Eleazard, a retired French correspon-
dent, begins editing a strange, unpublished 
biography of Jesuit scholar Athanasius Kircher, 
the rest of his life seems to begin unraveling; 
and Eleazard himself starts losing his sanity. 

With his ex-wife suddenly embarking on a dangerous geologi-
cal expedition, and his daughter abandoning school with her 
young professor on a drug-infused beach getaway, patterns 
begin to emerge through their narratives developing toward a 
mesmerizing climax. AVAILABLE MARCH 5TH

The Carriage House by Louisa Hall
William Adair wakes up after suffering a stroke 
and realizes his family is less extraordinary than 
he remembers. Up until now, his faith in life was 
grounded in his three daughters’ exceptional-
ness, and the historical resonance of a carriage 
house built by his grandfather. To help him 

recover, William’s daughters take on the zoning error that took 
the carriage house from their family, and are forced to confront 
betrayals from the past while finding a new place of forgiveness 
and love. AVAILABLE MARCH 5TH

The Demonologist 
by Andrew Pyper
Professor David Ullman is an acclaimed expert 
in the literature of the demonic, but he is not a 
believer. When he is invited to Venice, Italy to 
witness a “phenomenon” and provide his profes-
sional opinion in return for an extravagant sum 

of money, he sets off with his skepticism and twelve-year old 
daughter, Tess. Soon everything David thought to be true is 
put into question as he attempts to rescue his daughter from a 
demonic entity known as the Unnamed. AVAILABLE MARCH 5TH

· Fiction ·2 www.booksinc.netMarch
2013

ebooks available @ www.booksinc.net 



· Nonfiction · 3www.booksinc.net March
2013

Lean In by Sheryl Sandberg
Written with both humor and wisdom, Sand-
berg recounts her own decisions, mistakes, 
and daily struggles on her path to becoming 
the chief operating officer of Facebook, and 
being ranked on “Fortune’s” list of the 50 Most 
Powerful Women in Business. Lean In provides 

practical advice on negotiation techniques, mentorship, 
building a satisfying career, as well as specific steps women 
can take to combine professional achievement with personal 
fulfillment--and how men can benefit by supporting women in 
the workplace and at home. AVAILABLE MARCH 11TH

The Annals of Unsolved 
Crime by Edward Jay Epstein
The product of more than 40 years of work, 
investigative journalist Epstein provides an 
insightful guide to some of the most contro-
versial and mysterious crimes of the last 200 
years. Readers are provided with what is 

known and unknown, then shown plausible theories. Where 
more than one theory exists, he shows the evidence for and 
against each. And when something remains to be proved, he 
says as much. Here Epstein has proven he is one of the most 
penetrating journalists in America. AVAILABLE MARCH 12TH

Top Dog by Po Bronson  
and Ashley Merryman
Po Bronson and Ashley Merryman use cutting edge 
science to tease out the hidden factors at the core 
of every great triumph - and every tragic failure. 
By enabling you to identify your own competitive 
style, Top Dog will help you tip the odds of success 

in your favor. Integrating wisdom from politics, finance, genetics, 
neuroscience, psychology, military training, sports, economics, 
education and more, Top Dog offers counterintuitive, game-chang-
ing insights into the nature of competition. AVAILABLE NOW

Between Man and Beast
by Monte Reel
In 1856 Paul Du Chaillu entered the equatorial 
wilderness of West Africa to bag an animal that, 
according to legend, was nothing short of a mon-
ster. Emerging three years later and armed with 
a collection of zoological specimens, Du Chaillu 

stumbled straight into the center of the debate over Darwin’s 
theory of evolution. Between Man and Beast brilliantly combines 
Du Chaillu’s personal journey with the epic tale of a world hover-
ing on the sharp edge of transformation. AVAILABLE MARCH 12TH

The Ordinary Acrobat
by Duncan Wall
When Duncan Wall visited his first nouveau cirque 
as a college student in Paris, everything about it 
hooked him. Soon he was attending circuses two or 
three nights a week, and soon after that, he entered 
the training program at France’s ecole Nationale 

des Arts du Cirque. The Ordinary Acrobat is a magical, funny, some-
times scary story of what happens when one average American joins 
a host of gifted (and flexible) international students in a rigorous reg-
imen of tumbling, trapeze, juggling, and clowning. AVAILABLE NOW

The Girls of Atomic City
by Denise Kiernan
The Tennessee town of Oak Ridge was cre-
ated from scratch in 1942. With a population of 
75,000, many of the residents were young women 
recruited from small towns across the South and 
given jobs shrouded in secrecy. Following the 

bombing of Hiroshima the shocking revelation came: the resi-
dents of Oak Ridge were enriching uranium for the atomic bomb. 
Denise Kiernan traces the astonishing story of these unsung 
WWII workers through interviews with dozens of surviving 
women and other Oak Ridge residents. AVAILABLE MARCH 5TH

The Year Without Summer
by William & Nicholas Klingaman
In the summer of 1816 a volcanic eruption in 
Indonesia disrupted weather patterns, allow-
ing for excessive rain, frost, and snowfall 
through much of the Northeastern U.S. and 
Europe. Making use of a wealth of source 

material and featuring narrative from peasants and royalty, 
politicians, writers, and scientists, The Year Without Sum-
mer examines not only the climate change engendered by this 
event, but also its effects on politics, the economy, the arts, 
and social structures. AVAILABLE NOW

Out of Order
by Sandra Day O’Connor
Justice Sandra Day O’Connor sheds light on the 
centuries of change and upheaval that trans-
formed the Supreme Court from its uncertain 
beginnings into the remarkable institution that 
thrives and endures today. Here is a rare glimpse 

into the courts inner workings: how cases are chosen for hearing; 
the personal relationships that exist among the Justices; and the 
customs and traditions, both public and private, that bind one 
generation of jurists to the next. AVAILABLE MARCH 5TH

Big Data by Viktor Mayer- 
Schonberger and Kenneth Cukier
“Big data” refers to our burgeoning ability to 
crunch vast collections of information, ana-
lyze it instantly, and draw conclusions from it. 
This emerging science can translate myriad 
phenomena into searchable form, and uses 

computing power to unearth epiphanies that we never could 
have seen before. In this brilliantly clear, often surprising 
work, two leading experts explain what big data is, how it will 
change our lives, and what we can do to protect ourselves 
from its hazards. AVAILABLE NOW

The Secretary by Kim Ghattas
BBC foreign correspondent Kim Ghattas 
draws on extensive interviews with Clinton, 
administration officials, and players in Wash-
ington as well as overseas, to paint an intimate 
and candid portrait of one of the most powerful 
global politicians. The Secretary is also Kim’s 

search for answers to the questions that haunted her child-
hood. How powerful is America really? And, if it is in decline, 
who or what will replace it and what will it mean for America 
and the world? AVAILABLE MARCH 5TH

The Golden Shore 
by David Helvarg
From the first human settlements to the lat-
est marine explorations, The Golden Shore 
tells the tale of the history, culture, and 
changing nature of California’s coasts and 
ocean. Part history, part travelogue, part love 

letter, Helvarg captures the spirit of the Californian coast, 
its mythic place in American culture, and its role in a state 
whose ongoing natural disasters and unremitting sense of 
renewal are intimately linked to its deep connection with an 
ever-changing sea. AVAILABLE NOW

Trading Bases by Joe Peta
After an ambulance mowed down ex-Wall 
Street trader Joe Peta, he was recuperating 
in a wheelchair and looking for something to 
cheer him up. That something turned out to be 
watching baseball. Then inspiration hit: Why 
not treat MLB like the S&P 500? His baseball 

“hedge fund” returned an astounding 41 percent in 2011. Writ-
ten with humor, Trading Bases is all about the love of critical 
reasoning, trading cultures, risk management, and baseball 
-- not necessarily in that order. AVAILABLE MARCH 7TH

Contagious by Jonah Berger
Berger explains why certain stories get shared, 
e-mails get forwarded, or videos go viral, and 
shows how to leverage these concepts to craft 
contagious content. With a set of techniques for 
helping information spread, this book shows how 
to make your product or idea catch on, whether 

you’re a manager at a big company, a small business owner try-
ing to boost awareness, a politician running for office, or a health 
official trying to get the word out. AVAILABLE MARCH 5TH

The Bonobo and the Atheist
by Frans de Waal
De Waal delivers fascinating fresh evidence for 
the seeds of ethical behavior in primate societies 
that further cements the case for the biological 
origins of human fairness. Interweaving vivid 
tales from the animal kingdom with thoughtful 

philosophical analysis, de Waal seeks a bottom-up explanation of 
morality that emphasizes our connection with animals. In doing 
so, de Waal explores for the first time the implications of his work 
for our understanding of modern religion. AVAILABLE NOW

Trident K9 Warriors
by Mike Ritland
As a Navy SEAL during a combat deploy-
ment in Iraq, Mike Ritland saw a military 
working dog in action and instantly knew he’d 
found his true calling. Ritland started his own 
company training and supplying dogs for the 

SEAL teams, U.S. Government, and Department of Defense. 
Here he gives readers an inside look at these elite canines-
-who they are, how they are trained, and the extreme 
missions they undertake saving countless lives, asking for 
little in the way of reward. AVAILABLE MARCH 5TH

Paleofantasy by Marlene Zuk
Zuk takes us to the cutting edge of biology 
to show that evolution can work much faster 
than was previously realized, meaning that we 
are not biologically the same as our caveman 
ancestors. From debunking the caveman diet 
to unraveling gender stereotypes, Zuk delivers 

an engrossing analysis of widespread paleofantasies and the 
scientific evidence that undermines them, all the while broad-
ening our understanding of our origins and what they can 
really tell us about our present and our future. AVAILABLE NOW

The Hormone Cure
by Sara Gottfried, M.D. 
A specialist in functional and integrative therapies 
and based on ten years’ study of cutting-edge 
techniques and ancient treatments validated by 
current medical research, Dr. Gottfried’s three-
step treatment strategy includes: supplements and 

targeted lifestyle changes that address underlying deficiencies; 
herbal therapies; and bioidentical hormones. Easy to understand 
and highly illuminating, The Hormone Cure demonstrates how 
balancing your hormones can actually cure underlying health 
issues, alleviate symptoms, and give women a life of increased 
energy, sensuality, and resilience. AVAILABLE MARCH 12TH

Sticks and Stones 
by Emily Bazelon
Bazelon explores different facets of bullying 
through the stories of three young people who 
found themselves caught in the thick of it. Cut-
ting through the noise, misinformation, and 
sensationalism, she takes us into schools that 

have succeeded in reducing bullying and examines their suc-
cessful strategies. The result is a groundbreaking book that 
will help parents, educators, and teens themselves better 
understand what kids are going through today and what can 
be done to help them through it. AVAILABLE NOW



1 6:30 PM · SF · The Marina ·  
2251 Chestnut St · 415-931-3633

The You Are Next tour presents YA authors 
Kevin Emerson, author of The Lost Code, Cat 
Patrick, author of Revived, Sean Beaudoin, 
author of The Infects, and Martha Brocken-
brough, author of Devine Intervention.

3 7:00 PM · SF · JCCSF · 3200 California 
Street · 415-292-1200

The JCCSF presents Michael Feinstein, 
author of The Gershwins and Me: A Personal 
History in Twelve Songs. This event will feature 
musical interludes.

4 9:00 AM · SF · Day School ·  
350 Masonic Avenue · 415-931-2422

San Francisco Day School presents Dave 
Eggers, author of A Hologram for the King, and 
Gary Shteyngart, author of Super Sad True Love 
Story.

7:00 PM · SF · The Marina · 2251 Chestnut 
St · 415-931-3633

Book Launch Party for Cara Black and her lat-
est Parisian mystery in her award winning 
Aimee Leduc series, Murder Below Montpar-
nasse.

7:00 PM · Berkeley Rep · Thrust Stage · 
2025 Addison St · 510-647-2949

The Berkeley Repertory Theatre presents 
Pulitzer Prize-winning author and play-
wright Lawrence Wright, discussing his latest 
bestseller Going Clear: Scientology, Hollywood, 
and the Prison of Belief.

5 7:00 PM · SF · The Marina ·  
2251 Chestnut St · 415-931-3633

Friendship expert and CEO of GirlFriend-
Circles.com, Shasta Nelson, reveals how 
women can enhance their lives by creating 
valuable friendships in today’s busy, mobile 
world with her book Friendships Don’t Just 
Happen!

7:30 PM · SF · Herbst Theatre ·  
401 Van Ness · 415-392-4400

City Arts & Lectures presents Joyce Carol 
Oates, discussing her latest novel The 
Accursed, in conversation with Robert Hass.

5:00 PM · SF · St. Regis Hotel · 125 3rd 
Street · 415-284-4000

The Kiva Foundation presents Bob Harris, 
author of The International Bank of Bob: Con-
necting Our Worlds One $25 Kiva Loan at a Time.

6 6:00 PM · SF · Laurel Village ·  
3515 California St · 415-221-3666

Pajama Party at Laurel Village!  Put on your 
Jammies and join the party!  Literary 
Mamas will be here to read stories and take 
part in the fun.  Visit www.literarymama.
com for details.

7:00 PM · Alameda · 1344 Park St ·  
510-522-2226

Alameda Island Poets and Writers with 
Nanette Bradley Deetz.

7:00 PM · Berkeley · 1760 4th Street ·  
510-525-7777

Anodea Judith and Lion Goodman are inno-
vative teachers on a mission to help you 
realize all your dreams through chakras and 
manifestation with their book Creating on 
Purpose.

7 7:00 PM · SF · Opera Plaza · 
601 Van Ness · 415-776-1111

Wendy Lawless charts the highs and spiraling 
lows of growing up with an unstable, wild, 
and unpredictable mother in her memoir 
Chanel Bonfire.  From dramatic personal 
reinventions to suicide attempts, this mem-
oir unsparingly paints a portrait of a mother 
struggling toward fullfilment at the expense 
of her children.

7:00 PM · SF · The Marina · 2251 Chestnut 
St · 415-931-3633

Chloe Coscarelli, winner of Food Network’s 
Cupcake Wars and author of Chloe’s Kitchen
presents her latest book, Chloe’s Vegan Des-
serts, featuring over a hundred recipes that 
taste way, way too delicious to be vegan. 
Except that they are.

2:00 PM · Palo Alto · Town & Country  
Village · 650-321-0600

Sujata Ramnarayan (Ph.D) has invaluable 
advice and information for anyone looking 
to enhance digital marketing for their busi-
ness with her book Marketing in A World of 
Digital Sharing.

7:00 PM · Berkeley · 1760 4th Street ·  
510-525-7777

Monica Wesolowska shares her poignant 
memoir, Holding Silvan: A Brief Life, a page-
turning testimony to the power of love and a 
reflection on profound loss.

1:00 PM · SF · St. Regis Hotel · 125 3rd Street 
· 415-293-4600

The World Affairs Council presents Transi-
tion, Disruption, & Innovation with keynote 
speakers Chris Anderson, author of Mak-
ers, Gillian Tett, author of Fool’s Gold, Fareed 
Zakaria, author of The Post-American World, 
and Laura Tyson of UC Berkeley.

8 8:00 AM · SF · St. Regis Hotel · 125 3rd 
Street · 415-293-4600

The World Affairs Council presents Transi-
tion, Disruption, & Innovation with keynote 
speakers Chris Anderson, author of Mak-
ers, Gillian Tett, author of Fool’s Gold, Fareed 
Zakaria, author of The Post-American World, 
and Laura Tyson of UC Berkeley.

5:00 PM · SF · Opera Plaza · 601 Van Ness · 
415-776-1111

Bring the kids and join us for a launch party 
celebrating the release of Angela Dominguez’s 
latest children’s book, Let’s Go Hugo, the story 
of a little bird who needs a little help to fly.

9 5:00 PM · SF · Opera Plaza ·  
601 Van Ness · 415-776-1111

Not Your Mother’s Books Club™ presents 
Get Real featuring Amy Reed, author of Crazy, 
Connie Jackson, author of Touched, and 
Kirstin Cronn-Mills, author of Beautiful Music 
for Ugly Children.

11:00 AM · SF · The Marina · 2251 Chestnut 
St · 415-931-3633

Come for a swim with Loretta the Crab and join 
us for a very special storytime with special guest 
Heidi Joulios sharing her book Color My Coral, 
which takes young readers on a tour of coral 
reefs and illustrates the effects of pollution.

10 3:00 PM · Belmont Library ·  
1110 Alameda De Las Pulgas · 
650-591-8286

In celebration of National Library Week the 
Belmont Library presents Laurie R. King, 
author of the Mary Russell Mystery Series.

11 7:00 PM · Berkeley · 1760 4th Street 
· 510-525-7777

President of the Blue Frontier Campaign, 
David Helvarg, tells the story of California’s 
majestic coastline and ocean with The Golden 
Shore, a lovingly written book that is part 
history, part travelogue, part love letter.

12 7:00 PM · Berkeley · 1760 4th 
Street · 510-525-7777

Dina Hampton presents her book Little Red, 
an in-depth examination of three interwo-
ven lives: Angela Davis, Tom Hurwitz, and 
Elliot Abrams.  All three were graduates of 
the Little Red School House in New York, 
and all of whom impacted the course of 
American history in some way.

13 7:00 PM · SF · Opera Plaza · 
601 Van Ness · 415-776-1111

Join us for the San Francisco launch of 
Andew MacRae’s book Murder Misdirected, a 
noir mystery which follows a pickpocket on 
the run from the law and a murderer, after 
he chooses the wrong pocket to pick.

7:00 PM · Berkeley · 1760 4th Street ·  
510-525-7777

Despite having more opportunities, sup-
port and information than ever before, 
twenty-something American women still 
face unique challenges and uncertainty 
about sex and relationships.  Sociologist and 
psychotherapist Leslie C. Bell invites us to 
explore why with her book Hard to Get.

14 7:00 PM · SF · Opera Plaza ·  
601 Van Ness · 415-776-1111

Matt Richtel, Pulitzer Prize winning tech-
nology journalist for the New York Times 
discusses how heavy technology use 
impacts behavior and the brain, and reads 
from his critically-acclaimed new high-tech 
thriller, The Cloud.   Matt will be interviewed 
by Seth Socolow, app afficionado and orga-
nizer of the App Show.

7:00 PM · SF · The Marina · 2251 Chestnut 
St · 415-931-3633

Food is so much more than what we eat. 
Join editors of the delectable essay col-
lection The Cassoulet Saved Our Marriage, 
Caroline M. Grant and Lisa Catherine, with 
local with contributors Elizabeth Crane, 
Gregory Dicum, & K.G. Schneider Harper, as 
they share sharp, sweet, and candid memo-
ries of food’s importance beyond the table.

7:00 PM · Berkeley · 1760 4th Street ·  
510-525-7777

Most people know that Thomas Edison 
invented the lightbulb, but what exactly 
happened afterwards?  Ernest Freeberg pres-
ents The Age of Edison, a story of our country 
at a time of change and a look at how the 
lightbulb helped shape America into an 
urban dominated society.

9:00 AM · Alameda · Free Library · 1550 
Oak St · 510-747-7777

The Alameda Free Library presents story-
time with Alan Schroeder, author of Baby Flo: 
Florence Mills Lights Up the Stage.

ALAMEDA
1344 Park Street · 

510.522.2226

BERKELEY
1760 4th Street · 

510.525.7777

BURLINGAME
1375 Burlingame Ave · 

650.685.4911

MOUNTAIN VIEW
301 Castro St · 
650.428.1234

PALO ALTO 
Town & Country Vil-
lage · 650.321.0600

SAN FRANCISCO
Opera Plaza · 601 Van 

Ness · 415.776.1111
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SAN FRANCISCO
The Castro · 2275  

Market St · 415.864.6777

SAN FRANCISCO
The  Marina · 2251 Chest-

nut St · 415.931.3633

SAN FRANCISCO
Laurel Village · 3515 Cal-
ifornia St · 415.221.3666

SFO
bzinc · Terminal 3   

· 650.244.0615

SFO
COMPASS BOOKS ·  

Terminal 3 · 650.244.0610

SFO
COMPASS BOOKS ·  

Terminal 2 · 650.821.9299 

15 12:30 PM · SF · Opera Plaza ·  
601 Van Ness · 415-776-1111

Catch the world’s best seafood recipes 
straight from the source with head fishmon-
ger Anders Miller, along with other members 
from the crew of Pike Place Fish, sharing 
their book In the Kitchen with the Pike Place 
Fish Guys.

7:00 PM · SF · The Marina · 2251 Chestnut 
St · 415-931-3633

Ever wanted to be be someone else?  Allie 
Larkin explores the near universal human 
longing to live a different life in her second 
novel, Why Can’t I Be You. 

16 6:00 PM · Palo Alto · Town & 
Country Village · 650-321-0600

Bestselling San Francisco novelist Cara 
Black presents the latest Parisian mystery in 
her award winning Aimee Leduc series, Mur-
der Below Montparnasse.

3:00 PM · Burlingame · 1375 Burlingame 
Ave · 650-685-4911

You and the kids are invited to the spe-
cial launch party for Sandra Feder’s latest 
delightful Daisy book, Daisy’s Defining Day.  
Meet the author and find out about Daisy’s 
latest challenge in school using alliteration 
to create the perfect nickname.

7:00 PM · SF · Noe Valley Wine Merchants · 
3821 24th St. · 415-374-7249

Noe Valley’s Annual literary festival, Word 
Week, presents a reading and wine tast-
ing with Scott Hutchins, author of A Working 
Theory of Love.

18 7:00 PM · Mountain View · 
301 Castro St · 650-428-1234

Join us for a launch party with author Chitra 
Divakaruni, author of Oleander Girl, a coming-
of-age tale about a young woman who leaves 
India for America on a search for her own 
identity.

7:00 PM · Berkeley · 1760 4th Street ·  
510-525-7777

Acclaimed illustrator Thien Pham shares his 
latest graphic novel, Sumo, a highly poetic 
and structured story that echoes the slow 
build and sudden clash of a sumo match.

7:00 PM · Palo Alto · Oshman Family JCC · 
3921 Fabian Way · 650-223-8700

The Oshman Family JCC presents Irvin 
Yalom, author of The Spinoza Problem.

7:30 PM · Berkeley Rep · Roda Theatre · 
2025 Addison St · 510-647-2949

The Berkeley Repertory Theatre presents 
Oscar, Grammy, Tony, and two-time Emmy 
award winner Rita Moreno, author of Rita 
Moreno: A Memoir, in conversation with 
Michael Krasny.

19 7:00 PM · Mountain View · 
301 Castro St · 650-428-1234

Learn how to lead with fewer self-imposed 
limitations and get greater results at work 
with Duke Corporate Education coach, Jake 
Breeden, and Tipping Sacred Cows: Kick the Bad 
Work Habits That Masquerade as Virtues.

7:00 PM · Berkeley · 1760 4th Street ·  
510-525-7777

Sci-fi fans, take note: Hugh Howey will be tak-
ing us deep inside the dystopian world of his 
acclaimed science fiction stories with Wool.

20 7:00 PM · SF · The Marina ·  
2251 Chestnut St · 415-931-3633

Ex-Wall Street trader, Joe Peta, shares his 
statistical know-how with Trading Bases: A 
Story About Wall Street, Gambling, and Baseball 
(Not Necessarily in That Order).

6:30 PM · Palo Alto · Town & Country  
Village · 650-321-0600

Join us for a duel event full of action and 
adventure with Jennifer Nielsen, author of 
The False Prince, book one in the Ascendance 
Trilogy, and Lisa Mc Mann, author of The Trap 
Door, book three in the Infinity Ring series.

7:00 PM · Mountain View · 301 Castro St · 
650-428-1234

Join us to for the Peninsula launch of Pamela 
Olson’s memoir Fast Times in Palestine.  Go 
beyond the headlines and stereotypes about 
Palestine and get Olson’s first-hand perspec-
tive on life in the Middle East.

7:30 PM · SF · Herbst Theatre ·  
401 Van Ness · 415-392-4400

City Arts & Lectures presents Lera Broditsky 
discussing the power of language with Roy 
Eisenhardt. 

7:00 PM · SF · The World Affairs Council · 
312 Sutter Street, Suite 200 · 415-293-4600

The World Affairs Council presents Peter 
Blair Henry, author of Turnaround: Third World 
Lessons for First World Growth.

21 7:00 PM · SF · Opera Plaza ·  
601 Van Ness · 415-776-1111

Join us to for the San Francisco launch of 
Pamela Olson’s memoir Fast Times in Palestine.  
Go beyond the headlines and stereotypes 
about Palestine and get Olson’s first-hand 
perspective on life in the Middle East.

7:00 PM · SF · The Castro · 2275 Market St · 
415-864-6777

Award-winning novelist Trebor Healey dis-
cusses A Horse Called Sorrow, a poetic novel 
depicting 1980s and 90s San Francisco and 
journeys across the American West. Trebor 
will be in conversation with special guest 
Mark Abramson. 

22 6:00 PM · SF · Opera Plaza ·  
601 Van Ness · 415-776-1111

Join us for our BOOK SWAP SOCIAL!!! Featur-
ing snacks, drinks, prizes, and games.  Fun, 
free, and open to the public.

23 7:00 PM · Alameda · 1344 Park St 
· 510-522-2226

The A Few Good Women reading series 
proudly presents Connie Baechler and Patricia 
Yager, contributors to the captivating collec-
tion of essays Desire: Women Write about Wanting.

24 1:00 PM · Burlingame · 1375 
Burlingame Ave · 650-685-4911

Jane Porter shares The Good Daughter, the sec-
ond in the Brennan Sisters Novels. Kit Brennan 
is about to turn forty and considering some 
wilder notions, like skipping right past the love 
and marriage to raising a child all by herself…

11:00 AM & 2:00 PM · SF ·  JCCSF · 3200 Cali-
fornia Street · 415-292-1200

The JCCSF presents a Two Beans Produc-
tion performance of Ramona Quimby by 
Beverly Cleary.

25 7:30 PM · SF · Herbst Theatre ·  
401 Van Ness · 415-392-4400

City Arts and Lectures presents Eugene 
Jarecki, author of The American Way of War: 
Guided Missiles, Misguided Men, and a Republic 
in Peril, for a special screening of his film The 
House I Live In.

7:00 PM · SF · The World Affairs Council · 
312 Sutter Street, Suite 200 · 415-293-4600

The World Affairs Council presents Flynt 
Leverett & Hillary Mann Leverett, author of 
Going to Tehran: Why the United States Must 
Come to Terms with the Islamic Republic of Iran.

7:00 PM · Belmont Library · 1110 Alameda 
De Las Pulgas · 650-591-8286

The Belmont Library presents Amy Hatvany, 
author of Heart Like Mine.

28 6:30 PM · Berkeley · 1760 4th 
Street · 510-525-7777

Not Your Mother’s Books Club™ presents 
Because Random is Awesome featuring Lisa 
Baso, author of A Shimmer of Angels, and Sha-
ron Draper, author of Panic.

7:00 PM · Burlingame · 1375 Burlingame 
Ave · 650-685-4911

Ellen Sussman shares The Paradise Guest 
House.  Take a journey into the heart of Bali 
as the story of one woman’s search for the 
man she may have fallen in love with follow-
ing a terrorist attack unfolds.

7:00 PM · Palo Alto · Town & Country  
Village · 650-321-0600

Michael Lavigne discusses The Wanting, a 
powerful, unforgettable novel about an 
Israeli father and his daughter in the after-
math of a suicide bombing.

7:30 PM · SF · The Castro · 2275 Market St · 
415-864-6777

With her book Love Song for Baby X, Cheryl 
Dumesnil takes us on a wild journey through 
the years and obstacles she and her partner 
faced trying to have a son—including the 
brief time they spent as poster children for 
the marriage equality movement.
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Donnybrook by Frank Bill
Jarhead is a desperate man. He’s also the 
toughest fighter in southeastern Kentucky, 
and he’s convinced that his ticket to a better 
life is winning the large cash prize at Donny-
brook, a three-day bare-knuckle tournament 
held in the sticks of southern Indiana. But 

the path to Donnybrook is full of nasty, ruined characters 
and Jarhead must make it to the fight before he can win it. 
AVAILABLE MARCH 5TH

The Dark Heroine by Abigail Gibbs
When Violet Lee meets the charismatic but 
dangerous Kaspar Varn she’s drawn into a 
world beyond her wildest imaginings--a time-
less place of vast elegance and immeasurable 
wealth, of beautiful mansions and lavish par-
ties, where a decadent group of vampires lives 

for pleasure alone. A place from which there is no escape . . 
. no matter how hard Violet tries. Violet and Kaspar surren-
der to their passion, but it’s a passion that comes at a price. 
AVAILABLE MARCH 5TH

The Memory of Love
by Linda Olsson
Marion Flint has spent fifteen years living 
a quiet life in New Zealand. After meeting a 
young boy, Ika, who needs her help, Marion is 
seized by a sudden urgency to make sense of 
her past. Perhaps if she can create order from 

the chaos, her memories will be easier to carry. Perhaps 
she’ll be able to find forgiveness for the little girl that was 
her. For the young woman she had been. For the people she 
left behind. AVAILABLE NOW

The Book of Jonas by Stephen Dau
Jonas is fifteen when his family is killed during 
an errant U.S. military operation in an unnamed 
Muslim country. He is sent to America. Eventually, 
he tells a court-mandated counselor Christopher 
Henderson, responsible for saving his life. Chris-
topher’s mother, Rose, has dedicated her life to 

finding out what really happened to her son. When Jonas meets 
Rose, a shocking and painful secret gradually surfaces from the 
past, and builds to a shattering conclusion. AVAILABLE NOW

Let’s Pretend This Never 
Happened by Jenny Lawson
Jenny Lawson realized that the most mortify-
ing moments of our lives--the ones we’d like to 
pretend never happened--are in fact the ones 
that define us. Let’s Pretend This Never Hap-
pened takes readers on a hilarious journey 

recalling her bizarre upbringing in rural Texas, her devastat-
ingly awkward high school years, and her relationship with 
her long-suffering husband, Victor. With the perfect balance 
of sentiment and humor this book will keep you laughing the 
whole way through. AVAILABLE MARCH 5TH

Drift by Rachel Maddow
There’s a war going on, argues Maddow: a battle 
between the priorities of civilian life and of the 
war machine, and right now the national security 
sector is winning--leaving the United States “less” 
strong and secure. In Drift, Maddow shows how 
deeply militarized our culture has become--how 

the role of the national security sector has shape-shifted and 
grown over the past century to the point of being financially 
unsustainable and confused in mission.  AVAILABLE MARCH 12TH

When Women Were Birds
by Terry Tempest Williams
Terry Tempest Williams’s mother made her 
promise she wouldn’t read her journals until she 
passed away. When that time came she opened 
the first and found it blank. Then the second, 
blank. Third, also blank. Every volume was 

completely blank. In 54 chapters that Williams creates a lyrical 
and caring meditation of the mystery of her mother’s journals 
in a book that keeps turning around the question, “What does 
it mean to have a voice?” AVAILABLE NOW

Why be Happy When You Can 
Be Normal by Jeanette Winterson
Why Be Happy When You Could Be Normal? is 
a memoir full of stories: about a girl locked out 
of her home, sitting on the doorstep all night; 
about a religious zealot disguised as a mother 
waiting for Armageddon.  It is the story of how 

a painful past that Jeanette thought she’d written over rose 
to haunt her, sending her on a journey into madness and out 
again, in search of her biological mother. AVAILABLE NOW

The Honest Life by Jessica Alba
As a new mom, Jessica Alba wanted to cre-
ate the safest, healthiest environment for 
her family. But she was frustrated by the 
lack of trustworthy information on how to 
live healthier and cleaner. “The Honest Life” 
recounts Alba’s personal journey of discovery 

and reveals her tips for making healthy living fun, real, and 
stylish, while offering a candid look inside her home and daily 
life. AVAILABLE MARCH 12TH

· Coming in Paper ·6 March
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Her by Christa Parravani
After Christa lost her identical twin sister, Cara, 
to a shockingly early death, she read that when 
an identical twin dies, regardless of the cause, 
50 percent of the time the surviving twin dies 
within two years. First, Christa fought to stop 
her sister’s downward spiral; suddenly, she was 

struggling to keep herself alive. Christa Parravani’s account of 
being left, one half of a whole, and of her desperate, ultimately 
triumphant struggle for survival is informative, heart wrench-
ing and unforgettably beautiful. AVAILABLE MARCH 5TH

I Dreamed I Was a Very 
Clean Tramp by Richard Hell
From an early age, Richard Hell dreamed of 
running away. His father died when he was 
seven, and at seventeen he left his mother and 
sister behind and headed for New York City. 
Ten years later he was a pivotal voice of the age 

of punk and was significantly responsible for creating CBGB 
as punk ground zero. With stunning powers of observation, 
Hell delves into the details of both the world that shaped him 
and the world he shaped. AVAILABLE MARCH 12TH

Until I Say Goodbye
by Susan Spencer-Wendel
In June 2011, Susan Spencer-Wendel learned 
she had Lou Gehrig’s disease and had only one 
year of health remaining. She quit her job to 
spend time with her family and friends, tak-
ing seven trips with the seven most important 

people in her life. She also wrote this book. No longer able to 
walk or even to lift her arms, she tapped it out letter by letter 
on her iPhone using only her right thumb, the last finger still 
working. AVAILABLE MARCH 12TH

Shouting Won’t Help
by Katherine Bouton
Katherine Bouton had a secret that grew harder 
to keep every day: she had gone profoundly deaf 
in her left ear and her right was getting worse. 
Audiologists agree that we’re experiencing a 
national epidemic of hearing impairment. At 

present, 50 million Americans suffer some degree of hearing 
loss. Here Bouton examines the problem, speaking with doc-
tors, audiologists, and neurobiologists, and with a variety of 
people afflicted with midlife hearing loss to illuminate the star-
tling effects of the condition. AVAILABLE NOW

Wave by Sonali Deraniyagala
On the morning of December 26, 2004, on the 
southern coast of Sri Lanka, Sonali Deraniya-
gala lost her parents, her husband, and her two 
young sons in the tsunami she miraculously 
survived. In this brave and searingly frank 
memoir, she describes those first horrify-

ing moments and the difficult balance between the almost 
unbearable reminders of her loss and the need to keep her 
family, somehow, still alive within her. AVAILABLE MARCH 5TH

With or Without You
by Domenica Ruta
Domenica Ruta grew up in a working-class, unfor-
giving town north of Boston. Her mother, Kathi, 
was a drug addict and sometimes dealer whose 
life swung between welfare and riches. And yet 
she managed, despite the chaos she created, to 

instill in her daughter a love of stories. With or Without You is 
the story of Domenica’s unconventional coming of age. Ruta has 
written a powerful, inspiring, compulsively readable, and finally 
redemptive story about loving and leaving. AVAILABLE NOW

Mumbai New York Scranton
by Tamara Shopsin
Best known for her witty, sparse illustrations, and 
as a cook beside her mischievous father in her 
family’s iconic Manhattan restaurant, in Mumbai, 
New York, Scranton Tamara Shopsin chronicles 
a year in her life when impermanence was the 

theme. Told in a refreshingly original voice that alternates 
between tender and brazen, Shopsin recounts her trip to the Far 
East with her sidekick husband and the harrowing adventure 
that unfolds after returning home. AVAILABLE MARCH 12TH

Rita Moreno: A Memoir
by Rita Moreno
At age five Rita Moreno embarked on a har-
rowing sea voyage with her mother and wound 
up in the harsh barrios of the Bronx, where she 
discovered dancing, singing, and acting as ways 
to escape a tumultuous childhood. Making her 

Broadway debut by age thirteen--and moving on to Hollywood 
in its Golden Age just a few years later. In this luminous memoir, 
Rita Moreno shares her remarkable journey from impoverished 
Puerto Rican girl to Hollywood legend. AVAILABLE MARCH 5TH

The Soundtrack of My Life
by Clive Davis
Clive Davis’ career has spanned more than forty 
years, and he has discovered, signed, or worked with 
a staggering array of artists. He has been inducted 
into the Rock and Roll Hall of Fame, received a Life-
time Achievement Grammy, and hosted the world’s 

highest profile parties. The Soundtrack of My Life exposes a trove of 
never-before-heard stories--some hilarious, others tragic, all reveal-
ing--that will captivate and inspire all music lovers. AVAILABLE NOW

Biography & Autobiographyebooks available @ www.booksinc.net 
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The Orchardist by Amanda Coplin
At the turn of the twentieth century, in a rural 
stretch of the Pacific Northwest, a reclusive 
orchardist, William Talmadge, tends to apples 
and apricots as if they were loved ones. One 
day, two teenage girls appear and steal his 
fruit at the market and later they return to 

the outskirts of his orchard to see the man who gave them 
no chase. AVAILABLE MARCH 5TH

The Prisoner of Heaven
by Carlos Ruiz Zafòn
Barcelona, 1957, it is Christmas, and Daniel 
Sempere and his wife, Bea, have much to cel-
ebrate. They have a beautiful new baby son 
named Julian. But their joy is eclipsed when 
a mysterious stranger visits and threatens 

to divulge a terrible secret that has been buried for two 
decades in the city’s dark past. AVAILABLE MARCH 12TH

The Land of Decoration
by Grace McCleen
Bullied at school, Judith finds solace in making 
a model of a world of wonder called the Land of 
Decoration. Perhaps, she thinks, if she makes it 
snow indoors there will be no school on Monday. 
Sure enough, when Judith opens her curtains 

the next day, the world beyond her window has turned white. 
She has performed her first miracle. And that’s when her 
troubles begin. AVAILABLE MARCH 5TH

Season of the Witch by David Talbot
David Talbot tells the gripping story of San 
Francisco in the turbulent years between 1967 
and 1982--and of the extraordinary men and 
women who led to the city’s ultimate rebirth and 
triumph. Season of the Witch fully captures the 
dark magic of San Francisco in this breathtak-

ing period, when the city radically changed itself--and then 
revolutionized the world. AVAILABLE MARCH 5TH

Ragnarok by A.S. Byatt
The gods meet their cataclysmic end in this 
acclaimed work of fiction. As the bombs rain 
down on Britain, one young girl struggling 
to make sense of her new life, whose dark, 
war-ravaged days feel very removed from the 
peace and love being preached in church and 

at school. AVAILABLE NOW

What We Talk About When 
We Talk About Anne Frank
by Nathan Englander
These eight powerful stories, dazzling in their 
display of language and imagination, show 
a celebrated short-story writer and novelist 

grappling with the great questions of modern life. These sto-
ries affirm Nathan Englander’s place at the very forefront of 
contemporary American fiction. AVAILABLE MARCH 5TH

BOOKS INC. Clubs Calendar
ALAMEDA

12  Tuesday · 7:00 PM
Alameda’s Young Adult 
Book Club (ages 13+) will 

discuss Paper Town by John Green.

13  Wednesday · 7:00 PM
The Neptune Garden Book 
Club will discuss The Inno-

cent Man: Murder and Injustice in a 
Small Town by John Grisham.

15 Friday · 5:00 PM
The Our Parents Made 
Us Do This Book Club will 

meet.

21Thursday · 7:00 PM
The Big Yes Society Discus-
sion Group will discuss Ask 

and It Is Given: Learning to Manifest 
Your Desires by Esther & Jay Hicks.

28Thursday · 7:00 PM
The Desert Island Book 
Club will discuss Revenge: 

Eleven Dark Tales by Yoko Ogawa.

29 Friday · 5:00 PM
The Magical Adventures 
Book Group (ages 8-10) 

will discuss Caddie Woodlawn by 
Carol Ryrie Brink.

31 Sunday · 2:00 PM
The B.G.P. Social Network 
Book Society (ages 16 & 

up) will discuss The Knife of Never 
Letting Go by Patrick Ness.

Sunday · 6:00PM
The Intimates: East Bay Queer Book 
Club will discuss The Left Hand of 
Darkness by Usula K. Le Guin.

BERKELEY

2 Saturday · 9:30 AM
The First Saturday Book Club 
will discusss The Silver Linings 

Playbook by Matthew Quick.

BURLINGAME

14 Thursday · 7:00 PM
The Recommended By A 
Stranger Book Club will 

discuss The Golden Ass by Apuleius, 
and translated by PG Walsh.

27 Wednesday · 7:00 PM
The Healthy Lives Book 
Group will discuss The 

Art of Living: The Classical Manual on 
Virtue, Happiness, and Effectiveness 
by Epictetus.

MOUNTAIN VIEW

11 Monday · 7:30 PM
The Broken Compass 
Adventure Book Club will 

discuss Tracks by Robyn Davidson.

12Tuesday · 7:00 PM
The Politically Inspired 
Book Club will discuss Why 

Nations Fail: The Origins of Power, 
Prosperity, and Poverty by Daron 
Acemoglu & James A. Robinson.

17 Sunday · 5:00 PM
Night Of The Living Book 
Club will discuss Intensity 

by Dean Koontz.

25Monday · 7:00 PM
The Hands On Bay Area 
Book Club will discuss 

The Warmth of Other Suns: The Epic 
Story of America’s Great Migration by 
Isabel Wilkerson.

PALO ALTO

10 Sunday · 6:00 pM
The Speculative Fiction 
Book Group will discuss 

Frankenstein by Mary Shelley.

12Tuesday · 6:00 PM 
The Book Busters Middle 
Reader Book Club (ages 9-

12) will discuss The False Prince by 
Jennifer A. Nielsen.

18 Monday · 6:00 pM
The NYM-Actual-Book 
Club (ages 14+) will meet.

26 Tuesday · 7:00 PM 
The Fourth Tuesday 
(Margie’s) Book Club will 

discuss Extremely Loud & Incredibly 
Close by Jonathan Safran Foer.

LAUREL VILLAGE

3 Sunday · 1:00 PM 
The Adventurous Readers Club 
will discuss The Vengekeep 

Prophecies by Brian Farrey.

5 Tuesday · 7:00 PM 
The Women We’d Like To Lunch 
With Book Club will discuss 

The Long-Shining Waters by Danielle 
Sosin.

10 Sunday · 1:00 PM 
The Wild Girls Mother 
Daughter Book Club will 

will discuss Gingersnap by Patricia 
Reilly Giff.

19 Tuesday · 7:00 PM
The Foreign Intrigue Book 
Club will discuss Entangle-

ment by Zygmunt Miloszewski.

27 Wednesday · 6:00 PM
The Young At Heart Book 
Club will discuss Paper 

Valentine by Brenna Yovanoff.

OPERA PLAZA

9 Saturday · 10:00 AM The 
Second Saturday Book Club 
will discuss Wolf Hall by 

Hilary Mantel.

24 Sunday · 11:00 AM
The World Affairs Council 
Book Club will discuss 

Catherine the Great: Portrait of A 
Woman by Robert K. Massie.

THE CASTRO

13 Wednesday · 7:00 PM
The SFLGBT Book Club will 
discuss Falconer by John 

Cheever.

20 Wednesday · 6:30 PM
The Central SF Classic 
Lit Book Club will discuss 

Emma by Jane Austen.
 

THE MARINA

6Wednesday · 6:00 PM
The San Francisco Travel Book 
Club and Lecture Series will 

discuss Notes from a Small Island by 
Bill Bryson.

10Sunday · 7:00 PM
The Modern Lit Book  
Club will discuss The Wasp 

Factory by Iain M. Banks.

12 Tuesday · 7:00 PM
The Miss Jane Austen Book 
Club will discuss The Vicar 

of Wakefield by Oliver Goldsmith.

19Tuesday · 7:00 PM
The Cooks & Books Book 
Club will discuss American 

Terroir: Savoring the Flavors of Our 
Woods, Waters, & Fields by Rowan 
Jacobsen.

27 Wednesday · 7:30 PM
Classics I Forgot To Read
will discuss To Kill a Mock-

ingbird by Harper Lee.

31Sunday · 2:00 PM
The SF Business Book Club 
will discuss Made to Stick: 

Why Some Ideas Survive & Others Die 
by Chip & Dan Heath.

Get Real featuring Amy Reed, 
author of Crazy, Connie Jackson, 
author of Touched, and Kirstin 
Cronn-Mills, author of Beautiful 
Music for Ugly Children.

March 9 · 5:00 pm
Books Inc. in Opera Plaza

Because Random is Awesome 
featuring Lisa Baso, author of A 
Shimmer of Angels, and Sharon 
Draper, author of Panic.

March 28 · 6:30 PM
Books Inc. in Berkeley

Not Your Mother’s Book Club™ presents




Eleanor & Park is offi cially my current 

obsession! When Eleanor shows 
up on his school bus one day 
with her fl aming red hair, ill fi t-
ting men’s clothes and awkward 
body, Park wonders why this 
girl is begging to be bullied, and 
silently prays that she doesn’t take 
the seat next to him.  Of course 
she does, and what follows is a 
beautifully written story of messy 
fi rst love, desperate circumstances 
and a shared passion for music and 
comic books in 1986.  I read this in 
one sitting months ago and I can’t 
stop thinking about it… here are 
two characters you will love spend-
ing time with, and whom you’ll miss 
dearly once you’ve turned the last 
page.  (AGES 14+) AVAILABLE NOW

Part-Time Princess 
by Deborah Underwood
Local author Deborah Underwood has done it 
again! From the mind that brought us the adorable 

Quiet Book, Balloons for Isabelle, and the Christmas Quiet 
Book, is a new book that explores ALL that a princess can 
be—and it’s not just about wearing gowns—it’s about fi ghting 
dragons and taming trolls! (AGES 4-7) AVAILABLE MARCH 5TH

Busy-Busy Little Chick
by Janice Harrington
Expertly illustrated by New York Times 

bestselling artist and two time Caldecott Medalist, Jerry 
Pinkney, is this uplifting retelling of a little-known Cen-
tral African story, gorgeously captured by author Janice 
Harrington’s prose. Featuring Lokundo vocabulary words, 
this gorgeous book will thrill young readers will sating their 
parent’s appetite for education. (AGES 3-6) AVAILABLE NOW

Exclamation Mark
by Amy Krouse Rosenthal
The dynamic duo behind Duck, Rabbit is 

BACK! Imbuing grammar with more personality than 
ever before, this author illustrator team takes kids on a 
calligraphic romp, worthy of even the most stringent of 
English teachers. Great for pre-readers and readers alike, 
not to mention the parental readers who are sharing it! 
(AGES 5-8) AVAILABLE NOW

Destiny, Rewritten
by Kathryn Fitzmaurice
Teacher turned author, Kathryn Fitzmaurice, 
has crafted a beautiful book about a lost book, the 

places that books go, and the way these things affect a little girl 
named Emily Dickenson. Richly textured and delightful, this 
book is elegantly suited for parents and kids to read together, 
out loud, as Emily’s narrative voice is captivating. And while 
we here at Books Inc. are certainly suckers for books about 
bookstores, this one has such undeniable charm that we can-
not wait to share it with you. (AGES 9-12) AVAILABLE NOW

Doug Unplugged 
by Dan Yaccarino
This adorable new picture book from author / 
illustrator Dan Yaccarino (The Fantastic Undersea 

Life of Jacques Cousteau, Boy + Bot, and many more) cleverly 
shares with young readers a fresh slice of wisdom many of 
them are already experiencing: that the best way to learn about 
the world is to go out and be in it. (AGES 4-8) AVAILABLE NOW

Take Me Out to the 
Yakyu by Aaron Meshon
It’s no secret that Japan and America are pretty 

different—our foods, our cultures and our languages for a start. 
But we do have one thing in common: BASEBALL! So get your 
kids excited for the April 1st start of baseball season with this 
charming tale of differences and commonality through the lens 
of America AND Japan’s pastime, from author / illustrator 
Aaron Meshon. (AGES 4-7) AVAILABLE NOW

The Different Girl
by Gordon Dahlquist
Like The Giver before it, The Different Girl 
provides a picture of the future that holds 

an uncomfortable mirror to the present. Set on a desert 
island, four nearly identical girls embark on an unusual 
education. But when a new and different (get it!) girl shows 
up, the original four a forced to examine their lives in a fas-
cinating and unexpected way. (AGES 12+) AVAILABLE NOW

Out of the Easy by Ruta Sepetys
Set in New Orleans, this historical, murder mys-
tery is a must read. Really. And not just for your 
niece, or your Cousin Joe or your veterinarian 

who you need a gift for—you and your mom and your uncle, 
too. Because Ruta Sepetys can write. She fi rst rocked our 
world with the Carnegie Medalist, Between Shades of Gray, 
a grim and gorgeous war story about life in the gulags. This 
time, she’s brought New Orleans to life, with all the vibrancy, 
unforgettable characters and skullduggery befi tting the 
most haunted city in the U.S. (AGES 14+) AVAILABLE NOW

· BOOKS INC. Kids ·8 March
2013

Eleanor and Park 
by Rainbow Rowell

Shannon is our Senior Children’s 
Buyer. Not only does she have the 
fabulous taste that makes Books 
Inc. Kids what it is today, but she’s 
also a mommy of two! For 2013, 
we will be featuring her very 
favorites. Enjoy!

What will you do this summer?
Join a special summer workshop for creative kids ages 8 -12 who love to write up a storm, read and play with those 
words.  Defi ne your writing style, share something you’ve written, create a bio, compose a haiku, or review your favorite 
author/books for Books Inc.!  All levels of experience are encouraged to join. This might just be the write thing for you!

Mondays · 3:30 to 5:30 pm · Books Inc. in Mountain View
Session 1: June 3 to 24 · Session 2: July 1 to 22 · $150 per session or $275.00 for full program

March 1 · 6:30 PM
Books Inc. 

in the Marina

The You Are Next 
Tour presents YA 
authors Kevin 
Emerson, author of 
The Lost Code, Cat 
Patrick, author of 
Revived, Sean Beau-
doing, author of The 
Infects, and Martha 
Brockenbrough, 
author of Devine 
Intervention.

March 8 · 5:00 PM 
Books Inc. 

in Opera Plaza

Bring the kids and 
join us for a launch 
party celebrat-
ing the release of 
Angela Dominguez’s 
latest children’s 
book, Let’s Go Hugo, 
the story of a little 
bird who needs a 
little help to fl y.

March 9 · 11:00 AM 
Books Inc. 

in the Marina

Come for a swim 
with Loretta the Crab 
and join us for a very 
special storytime 
with special guest 
Heidi Joulios sharing 
her book Color My 
Coral, which takes 
young readers on a 
tour of coral reefs 
and illustrates the 
effects of pollution. 

March 18 · 7:00 PM
Books Inc. 

in Berkeley

Acclaimed illus-
trator Thien Pham 
shares his latest 
graphic novel, 
Sumo, a highly 
poetic and struc-
tured story that 
echoes the slow 
build and sudden 
clash of a sumo 
match.

March 20 · 6:30 PM
Books Inc. 

in Palo Alto

Join us for a duel 
event full of action 
and adventure with 
Jennifer Nielsen, 
author of The False 
Prince, book one 
in the Ascendance 
Trilogy, and Lisa Mc 
Mann, author of 
The Trap Door, book 
three in the Infi nity 
Ring series.

MARCH KIDS EVENTS!

Eleanor & Park
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she does, and what follows is a 
beautifully written story of messy 
fi rst love, desperate circumstances 
and a shared passion for music and 
comic books in 1986.  I read this in 
one sitting months ago and I can’t 
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ing time with, and whom you’ll miss 
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Offer is 
available at 

all Books Inc. 
locations. 
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NEW WEEKLY STORY TIME! Every Thursday · 3:30 PM · Books Inc. in Laurel Village

The BOOK BITES: Tasty Tales in Twenty read aloud series meets at 3:30 every Thursday and reads sto-
ries for newly independent readers (ages 6-8). 

Books Inc. Kids is celebrating Dr. Seuss! So for the month of March, 

Buy 2 Classic Dr. Seuss books, 
(like The Cat in the Hat and The 500 Hats) 

and get 1 
(like Happy Birthday to You!) 

for FREE!




