
ENDORSE READING

By Scott Cheshire
I’ve recently been rereading some novels especially meaningful to 
me, some for a second time, some for a third, trying to figure out 
why they resonate. For a writer, it’s important work. But it’s also 
a pleasure and deeply rewarding, and probably falls somewhere 
between, say, a movie buff re-watching a favorite film and a horolo-
gist opening a beloved clock to study its mechanical innards. I 
should also say, I mostly reread the short ones. 

I’ve read Don DeLillo’s Underworld more than once because the 
book looms large for me, but mostly in piecemeal, a section here 
and there. On the other hand, I’ve read Point Omega, his latest, 
many times, usually in a single sitting. Takes about two hours. Of 
course, it helps that it’s only 115 pages, and I swear a book moves 
faster when you know what’s coming. So why on earth reread? 

There’s something uncannily “real” about better knowing a char-
acter’s motivations and actions as they live in the world of a novel. 
We are enlisted and become something of a surrogate for character. 
A story comes alive in unexpected ways, and can ultimately be 
even more satisfying. Sentences take on surprising new meanings. 
Words flash like road signs in the dark. Slow Down. Crossroad. 
Danger Ahead. Plus you come to understand how a book works, 
which is invaluable for a writer. But not all of us have two hours to 
spare, nor do all of us need to know how a novel works, not to men-
tion there’s too many books to read in the first place — for the first 
time.

I say go shorter. As in: short stories. Read more short stories. Then 
read your favorites again. And again. They only get better.
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In this newsletter

Congratulations to Books Inc. staff member, Sara Farizan, who’s stunning YA debut, 
If You Could Be Mine, won the 2014 LAMBDA Award for Best Young Adult Novel! We’re so 

proud we could burst. You can catch Sara at Books Inc. Laurel Village, if you want 
to get your book signed by this award-winning author! (And don’t forget to preorder 

her next novel, Tell Me Again How A Crush Should Feel due out this September, while 
you’re at it!)

OH, YES SHE COULD
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The experience you CAN’T download

Had a little work done? Why yes, thanks for noticing. BOOKS INC. in the Castro
has had a little freshening up! Come by and see the new store front, new 
look and new attitude! Same great staff, books, sidelines and one of the best 
magazine selections around!

NIP/TUCK

Not Your Mother’s Book Club™ presents Maggie Stiefvater at the Alameda 
Free Library! Maggie’s new book, Sinner, is another in the Wolves of Mercy 

Falls universe, but is meant to be read as a stand-alone from the series. 
Following Cole St. Clair and Isabel Culpeper, this neon-pink, sun-kissed 

love story is impossibly hot. Maggie only gets better with each book 
she writes. Monday, July 23rd at 7:30pm, come kick it with her before 

she gets too fancy and famous to ever visit us again.

SINNER

This is the highly anticipated finale to the #1 New York Times bestselling trilogy that 
began with A Discovery of Witches. In ancestral homes and university laboratories, 
using ancient knowledge and modern science, from the hills of the Auvergne to the 
palaces of Venice and beyond, we finally learn what the witches discovered so many 
centuries ago. Deborah Harkness will discuss The Book Of Life at Books Inc. in Palo Alto 
on July 29 at 7:00 pm! Don’t miss her!

CALLING ALL SOULS
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The Silkworm 
by Robert Galbraith
When novelist Owen Quine goes missing, his 
wife calls in private detective Cormoran Strike. 
At first, Mrs. Quine just thinks her husband 
has gone off by himself for a few days — as he 

has done before. But as Strike investigates, it becomes clear 
that there are a lot of people who might want Owen silenced. 
And soon, the investigation becomes a race against time to 
understand the motivation of a ruthless killer. AVAILABLE 
NOW

The Care and Management 
of Lies by Jacqueline Winspear
July 1914 — The ties between Kezia Marchant 
and Thea Brissenden, friends since girlhood, 
have become strained — by Thea’s passionate 
embrace of women’s suffrage and by the immi-

nent marriage of Kezia to Thea’s brother, Tom, who runs the 
family farm. Yet when Tom enlists to fight for his country 
and Thea is drawn reluctantly onto the battlefield herself, 
the farm becomes Kezia’s responsibility. Each must find a 
way to endure the ensuing cataclysm and turmoil. AVAIL-
ABLE JULY 1ST

The Truth Is a Cave in the 
Black Mountains
by Neil Gaiman
A haunting story of family, the otherworld, and 
a search for hidden treasure — This gorgeous 

full-color illustrated book version was born of a unique 
collaboration between Neil Gaiman and renowned artist 
Eddie Campbell, who brought to vivid life the characters 
and landscape of Gaiman’s award-winning story. In this 
volume, the talents and vision of two great creative geniuses 
come together in a glorious explosion of color and shadow, 
memory and regret, vengeance and, ultimately, love. AVAIL-
ABLE NOW

Flying Shoes by Lisa Howorth
A nine-year-old boy sexually molested and 
killed on Mother’s Day, 1966. A suspect to 
whom nothing would stick. A neighborhood 
riddled with secrets. Flying Shoes is a work 
of fiction, but the murder is based on the still-

unsolved case of Howorth’s stepbrother. This is an honest 
and luminous story of a particular time and place in the 
South, where even calamitous weather can be a character, 
everyone has a story, and all are inextricably entwined. 
AVAILABLE NOW

Landline by Rainbow Rowell
Georgie McCool’s marriage to Neal has been 
in trouble for a long time. Two days before 
they’re supposed to visit Neal’s family, Georgie 
tells Neal she can’t go due to work. The first 
night Neal and their kids are away, Georgie dis-

covers a way to communicate with Neal in the past. It’s not 
time travel, not exactly, but she feels like she’s been given 
an opportunity to fix her marriage before it starts. . . AVAIL-
ABLE JULY 8TH

Last Stories and Other  
Stories by William T. Vollmann
In this magnificent new work of fiction, his 
first in nine years, celebrated author William 
T. Vollmann offers a collection of ghost stories 
linked by themes of love, death, and the erotic. 

Are ghosts memories, fantasies, or monsters? Is there life in 
death? Vollmann has always operated in the shadowy bor-
derland between categories, and these eerie tales, however 
far-flung their settings, all focus on the attempts of the liv-
ing to avoid, control, or even seduce death. AVAILABLE JULY 
10TH

The Arsonist by Sue Miller
After working in East Africa for fifteen years, 
Frankie Rowley has come home to the New 
Hampshire farmhouse where her family has 
always summered. On her first night back, a 
house up the road burns to the ground. Then 

another house burns, and another, always the houses of 
the summer people. In a town where people have never 
bothered to lock their doors, social fault lines are opened, 
and neighbors begin to regard one another with suspicion. 
AVAILABLE NOW

The Girls from Corona del 
Mar by Rufi Thorpe
Mia and Lorrie Ann are lifelong friends. While 
Mia struggles with a mother who drinks, and 
a pregnancy at fifteen, Lorrie Ann is luminous, 
surrounded by her close-knit family. Then a 

sudden loss catapults Lorrie Ann into tragedy — and there 
is nothing Mia can do to help. And as good, brave, fair Lorrie 
Ann stops being so good, Mia begins to question just who 
this woman is, and what that question means about them 
both. AVAILABLE JULY 8TH

Life Drawing by Robin Black
Augusta and Owen have moved to the coun-
try, and live a quiet, solitary life. When Alison 
Hemmings moves in next door, Augusta finds 
herself drawn to Alison, and as their relation-
ship deepens, the lives of the three neighbors 

become more and more tightly intertwined. With the arrival 
of Alison’s daughter Nora, the emotions among them grow 
so intense that even the slightest misstep has the potential 
to do irrevocable harm to them all. AVAILABLE JULY 15TH

The Quick by Lauren Owen
1892: James Norbury, a shy would-be poet 
newly down from Oxford, finds lodging with 
a charming young aristocrat. Through this 
new friendship, he is introduced to the draw-
ing-rooms of high society and finds love in an 

unexpected quarter. Then, suddenly, he vanishes without 
a trace. Alarmed, his sister, Charlotte, sets out determined 
to find him. In the sinister, labyrinthine London that greets 
her, she uncovers a hidden, supernatural city populated by 
unforgettable characters. AVAILABLE NOW

Your Father’s, Where Are 
They? And the Prophets,  
Do They Live Forever?
by Dave Eggers
In a barracks on an abandoned military base, 

miles from the nearest road, Thomas watches as the man he 
has brought wakes up. Kev, a NASA astronaut, doesn’t rec-
ognize his captor, though Thomas remembers him. Thomas 
apologizes. He didn’t want to have to resort to this. But they 
really needed to have a conversation, and Kev didn’t answer 
his messages. And now, if Kev can just stop yelling, Thomas 
has a few questions. AVAILABLE NOW

The String Diaries
by Stephen Lloyd Jones
Hannah is frantically driving through the night 
— her daughter asleep in the back, her hus-
band bleeding out in the seat beside her. In the 
trunk of the car rests a cache of diaries dating 

back 200 years, which carry the rules for survival that have 
been handed down from mother to daughter since the 19th 
century. But how can Hannah escape an enemy with the 
ability to look and sound like the people she loves? AVAIL-
ABLE JULY 1ST

Last Night at the Blue Angel
by Rebecca Rotert
1960s, Chicago - Naomi Hill, a singer at the 
Blue Angel club, has been poised on the brink 
of stardom for nearly ten years. But when 
her big break, the cover of Look magazine, 

finally arrives, it carries with it an enormous personal cost. 
Sensual and magnetic, Naomi is a fiercely ambitious yet 
self-destructive woman whose charms tend to hurt those 
around her, and no one knows this better than her daughter, 
Sophia. AVAILABLE JULY 1ST

Abroad by Katie Crouch
Taz, a British student who has just arrived for 
her year abroad, thinks that she will spend her 
time in Italy sipping wine and taking in the 
rolling Umbrian hills. But she soon falls in with 
a cabal of posh, reckless girls — the B4 — who 

turn her quaint fantasies into an erotic and dangerous rush 
through the darkest realms of friendship and love. AVAIL-
ABLE NOW

Alias Hook by Lisa Jensen
Meet Captain James Benjamin Hook, a witty, 
educated Restoration-era privateer cursed to 
play villain to a pack of malicious little boys. 
But everything changes when Stella Parrish, 
a forbidden grown woman, dreams her way 

to the Neverland in defiance of Pan’s rules. Stella could 
be Hook’s last chance for redemption and release, if they 
can break his curse before Pan and his warrior boys hunt 
her down and drag Hook back to their never ending game. 
AVAILABLE JULY 8TH

Drinks with Nick
Books Inc. in Alameda store manager  
Nick Petrulakis has been known to mix  
a cocktail now and then. In this monthly 
feature, Nick creates a cocktail to go with  
one of his favorite books for the month.

Summer is everywhere, so our cocktail 
is a thirst quencher in honor of Every-

thing I Never Told You by Celeste Ng. 
Complications arise in this wonderful 

debut  novel when a young, blonde 
college student marries her Chinese 

American professor — in 1958. 
While there aren’t many Chinese 

cocktail ingredients available in the 
states, Tsingtao beer is one — and beer cock-

tails this time of year go down easy.

Jack & Lydia
5 oz. Tsingtao beer

1 oz. Galliano
2 shakes Bar Keep 

Chinese bitters

Stir all gently with 
ice. Strain into  

an ice-filled 
Collins glass.



Our Happy Time 
by Gong Ji-Young
Yu-Jung is recovering from her third suicide 
attempt when her aunt, a nun, visits with a 
suggestion she accompany her on a charitable 
visit to death row. There she meets Yun-Soo, a 

convicted murderer, and something about the depth of his 
suffering strikes a chord in her. As the bond between the 
two deepens, they can never lose sight of the fact that their 
happy time together is tragically brief. AVAILABLE JULY 1ST

Seconds by Bryan Lee O’Malley
Katie is a successful young chef with a second 
restaurant in the works. Then, all at once, 
progress on the new location bogs down, her 
charming ex-boyfriend pops up, and her best 
waitress gets badly hurt. Luckily for Katie, 

a mysterious girl appears in the middle of the night with 
simple instructions for a do-it-yourself do-over. When these 
all-too-simple instructions work, an irresistible urge to 
make her life not just good, but perfect takes over. . . AVAIL-
ABLE JULY 15TH
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God is an Astronaut
by Alyson Foster
Jess Frobisher’s husband, Liam, works for a 
space tourism company called Spaceco, which 
has just become front-page news: one of their 
shuttles exploded shortly after liftoff, killing 

everyone on board. When a filmmaking team approaches 
Liam about making a Spaceco documentary, Liam sees it 
as an opportunity to salvage the company’s reputation. And 
soon, Jess becomes a focus of their film, even as — or per-
haps because — she is excluded from her husband’s darkest 
secrets. AVAILABLE JULY 1ST

How to Tell Toledo from the 
Night Sky by Lydia Netzer
George and Irene have everything in com-
mon: both are ambitious, both passionate 
about science, both yearning for connection. 
But George and Irene’s attraction was not 

written in the stars. In fact their mothers, friends since 
childhood, raised them separately to become each other’s 
soulmates. When that long-secret plan triggers unintended 
consequences, the two astronomers must discover the 
truth about their destinies, and unravel the mystery of 
what Toledo holds for them — together or, perhaps, apart. 
AVAILABLE JULY 1ST

That Night by Chevy Stevens
As a teenager, Toni Murphy had a life full of 
typical adolescent complications, but she 
could never have predicted how horrific they 
would become until her younger sister was 
brutally murdered and she and her boyfriend 

were convicted of the crime. Now thirty-four, Toni is out 
on parole and struggling to adjust to a new life on the 
outside. But Before Toni can truly move on, she must risk 
everything to find out what really happened that night. 
AVAILABLE NOW

Mercy of a Rude Stream
by Henry Roth
Sixty years after the publication of his great 
modernist masterpiece, Call It Sleep, Henry 
Roth shocked the literary world with the 
announcement that he had written a second 

novel. Even more astonishing was that Roth had not just 
written a second novel but a total of four chronologically 
linked works, all part of Mercy of a Rude Stream. This land-
mark collection finally brings Roth’s four epic works into 
one continuous volume. AVAILABLE NOW

Close Your Eyes, Hold Hands
by Chris Bohjalian
Emily Shepard is a homeless teen. Half a year 
earlier, a nuclear plant in Vermont’s Northeast 
Kingdom experienced a cataclysmic meltdown, 
and both of Emily’s parents were killed. When 

Emily befriends a young homeless boy named Cameron, she 
protects him with a ferocity she didn’t know she had. But 
she still can’t outrun her past, can’t escape her grief, can’t 
hide forever — and so she comes up with the only plan that 
she can. AVAILABLE JULY 8TH

The Sleepwalker’s Guide to 
Dancing by Mira Jacob
Celebrated brain surgeon Thomas Eapen has 
been talking to dead relatives. At least that is 
the story his wife, Kamala, tells their daughter, 
Amina. When Amina returns home she finds a 

situation that is far more complicated than her mother let 
on, with roots in a trip the family took to India twenty years 
earlier. Soon Amina realizes that the only way she can help 
her father is by coming to terms with her family’s painful 
past. AVAILABLE JULY 1ST

A Man Called Ove
by Frederik Backman
Meet Ove. People call him “the bitter neigh-
bor from hell.” But behind the cranky exterior 
there is a story, a sadness. So when one 
morning a chatty young couple with two 

chatty young daughters move in next door and acciden-
tally flatten Ove’s mailbox, it is the lead-in to a comical 
and heartwarming tale of unkempt cats, unexpected 
friendship, and the ancient art of backing up a U-Haul. 
AVAILABLE JULY 15TH

The Heist by Daniel Silva
Master novelist Daniel Silva has thrilled read-
ers with sixteen thoughtful and gripping spy 
novels featuring a diverse cast of compelling 
characters and ingenious plots that have 
taken them around the globe and back — from 

the United States to Europe, Russia to the Middle East. 
In The Heist, Gabriel Allon, art restorer and occasional 
spy, searches for a stolen masterpiece by Caravaggio in 
Silva’s latest action-packed tale of high stakes international 
intrigue. AVAILABLE JULY 15TH

The Great Glass Sea
by Josh Weil
Twins Yarik and Dima have been inseparable 
since childhood. Living on their uncle’s farm 
after the death of their father, the boys once 
spent their days helping farmers in fields. 

Years later, they labor together at the Oranzheria, a sea of 
glass erected over acres of land; work their only common-
ality. But an encounter with the Oranzerhia’s billionaire 
owner changes their lives forever and soon both men find 
themselves poster boys for opposing ideologies. AVAILABLE 
NOW

Wayfaring Stranger
by James Lee Burke
It is 1934 and sixteen-year-old Weldon Avery 
Holland happens upon infamous criminals 
Bonnie Parker and Clyde Barrow. Ten years 
later, Weldom is a Second Lieutenant and 

married to the beautiful Rosita Lowenstein. When the 
newlyweds return to Texas to seek their fortunes in the oil 
business they must use frontier justice, and the legendary 
antics of Bonnie and Clyde, to save themselves from the 
evil forces that lurk in peacetime America and threaten to 
destroy them. AVAILABLE JULY 15TH

The Stone Boy 
by Sophie Loubière
When Madame Preau returns home after 
several years spent in a convalescent home, 
the neighborhood has changed. Now, instead 
of a beautiful garden next door there is a new 

house. Her new neighbors have two perfectly healthy chil-
dren that play in the yard after school. But there is also a 
third child she sees through their window: a young boy who 
looks malnourished and abused. But is the little boy real, or 
merely a hallucination? AVAILABLE JULY 8TH

Arts & Entertainments
by Christopher Beha
Eddie Hartley was once a golden boy poised for 
success as an actor. Now thirty-three, he has 
accepted the reality of life as a drama teacher. 
Weighted down with debt, Eddie is confronted 

with an alluring solution to sell a sex tape he made with an 
ex-girlfriend, now a wildly popular television star. Eddie 
imagines that the tape won’t cause any harm — a mistake 
that will have disastrous consequences. AVAILABLE JULY 
1ST

ENDORSE 
READING 

(continued from Page 1)
Denis Johnson’s much-loved “Car Crash While Hitchhik-
ing” (from his equally loved collection Jesus’ Son) only 
improves with rereading. What might seem haphazard, 
casual, even dreamily constructed to some at first glance 
reveals itself to be as rich as any story I’ve read. It’s so 
easy to read past lines like “What was the point, even, of 
rolling up my sleeping bag when I was too wet to be let 
into anybody’s car? I draped it around me like a cape.” 
And yet that image — on the very first page — of an 
unnamed narrator drunkenly, and so desperately high, 
overflowing with metaphysical longing, teetering road-
side like a failed and sopping superhero, his wet cape 
limp, fully comes to life only after reading the story’s 
final page. And speaking of pages, there are ten. Ten 
short pages. I’ve read the story at least as many times as 
I’ve taught it over the years, and I always find something 
new and surprising. 

Or think of the great Grace Paley’s “Living,” barely two 
pages (!), which results in about as close to a resur-
rection as I can figure. Because I swear “Faith,” the 
narrator, and her best friend “Ellen,” even Paley herself 
— all long gone — are breathing right beside me when I 
read it. There she is, again, in my living room, lamenting 
how “you have to be cockeyed to love, and blind in order 
to look out your window at your ice-cold street,” and 
that living means dying, and dying means living, but it’s 
worth it. Sometimes I need 
reminding. So I read, and I 
reread, to remember all I 
knew, or get what I missed 
the first time around. It’s a 
second chance. 

Scott Cheshire will talk 
about his debut novel 
High As The Horse’ Bridles 
on July 23 at 7:00 
pm at the Belmont 
Library.



1 7:00 PM · SF · Opera Plaza ·  
601 Van Ness · 415-776-1111

A physicist specializing in nuclear physics, 
astrophysics, and cosmology, former chief 
staff liaison for President Clinton’s Council 
on Sustainable Development and cur-
rent member of the San Francisco-based 
environmental group, The Pachamama 
Alliance, Claude Poncelet, Phd shares The 
Shaman Within: A Physicist’s Guide to the 
Deeper Dimensions of Your Life, the Uni-
verse, and Everything. Filled with practical 
instruction, Poncelet offers an emergent 
new approach for connecting to the wis-
dom and power of the spiritual forces in 
our lives.

7:00 PM · Berkeley · 1760 4th Street ·  
510-525-7777

Winner of the 2010 SouthWest Writers 
International Writing Contest for his 
Publishers Weekly and Library Jour-
nal-Starred Review debut, Hush Money, 
Chuck Greaves shares the third install-
ment in his Shamus Award-nominated 
Jack MacTaggart legal mystery series, 
The Last Heir. A plummy magnum of page-
turning mystery centered on a privileged 
but deeply dysfunctional American fam-
ily, readers won’t be disappointed with 
Chuck’s brilliant blending of greed and 
vanity, rivalry and revenge, and unex-
pected murder.

7:00 PM · SF · The Hattery · 414 Brannan 
St · 415-230-0180

The Hattery presents Tom Barbash, author 
of Stay Up with Me: Stories, in conversa-
tion about his work, the evolution of a 
style, and the creative process. Visit 
tombarbash.eventbrite.com for more 
information.

2 7:00 PM · Palo Alto · Town & 
Country Village · 650-321-0600

A member of the Society for American 
Baseball Research and the American 
Society of Journalists and Authors, 
award-winning journalist and author 
John Rosengren examines the story of 
baseball’s most violent incident with The 
Fight of Their Lives. On August 22, 1965 
Giants pitcher Juan Marichal clobbered 
Dodgers catcher John Roseboro with 
his bat; The Fight of Their Lives is the 
insightful story of these players, and an 
illuminating look at the cultural backdrop 
of the time. 

7:00 PM · Alameda · 1344 Park St ·  
510-522-2226

Alameda Island Poets and Writers present 
special guest readers Judy Wells and Dale 
Jensen. This event will be moderated by 
Nanette Bradley Deetz.

8 7:00 PM · Berkeley · 1760 4th Street · 
510-525-7777

Spring has sprung and summer is in 
full swing, which means it is time to 
celebrate the many joyful wonders of 
your garden! Join bestselling author 
June Cotner for a launch party honoring 
her latest lovely work, Garden Bless-
ings: Prose, Poems and Prayers Celebrating 
the Love of Gardening; a one-of-a-kind 
treasury of uplifting prayers, prose and 
poems that share a common apprecia-
tion for the love of gardening. Wine and 
cheese will be served.

9 6:00 PM · SF · Laurel Village ·  
3515 California St · 415-221-3666

Looking for feedback on your kid’s book 
manuscript? Bring your work-in-progress 
to Writeous Writing Group, a hands-on cri-
tique group moderated by professional 
children’s book editor Julie Romeis Sanders. 
You will be amazed at how much you learn 
yourself by critiquing another writer’s 
work. Pre-register and learn more at 
www.booksinc.net/childrens_book_writ-
ing_group

7:00 PM · Mountain View · 301 Castro St · 
650-428-1234

A top five finalist on America’s Next Top 
Model, Cycle 5, former MTV News cor-
respondent, and current New York-based 
restaurateur and Vice President of Equity 
Derivatives sales at Citigroup, renaissance 
woman extraordinaire Kim Stolz shares 
her incisive, hilarious, and brutally hon-
est memoir about life online and how our 
obsessive connectivity is making us more 
disconnected, Unfriending My Ex: And Other 
Things I’ll Never Do.

7:00 PM · Palo Alto · Town & Country  
Village · 650-321-0600

The Peninsula Parlour presents accom-
plished playwright and award-winning 
essayist — with pieces heard on NPR 
and featured in the Los Angeles Times, 
among others — Karen Rizzo discussing 
Famous Baby; a wise and hilarious novel 
which reflects on mother love, identity, 
and the hazards of parental over-sharing 
in this cyber-obsessed age. Karen will be 
in conversation with Lisen Stromberg. A 
portion of this evening’s sales will benefit 
Abilities United. 

10 7:00 PM · SF · Opera Plaza ·  
601 Van Ness · 415-776-1111

A former market researcher and merchant 
in the fashion industry and current Ph.D. 
candidate in the Department of Sociology 
at UCLA, Kjerstin Gruys shares Mirror, Mirror 
Off the Wall: How I Learned to Love My Body by 
Not Looking at It for a Year. Part memoir, part 
women’s studies, Kjerstin’s observations 
offer an important look at body image and 
how women view themselves with society’s 
standards in mind. A portion of this 
evening’s event will benefit San Francisco 
based nonprofit, About-Face.

7:00 PM · SF · Laurel Village · 3515 Cali-
fornia St · 415-221-3666

Mill Valley’s Write on Mamas, a group of 
more than 40 writing moms (and one dad) 
who meet online and in person to write, 
read, revise, and share, present a panel 
reading celebrating the release of their 
anthology full of stories from their lives as 
writers and parents, Mama’s Write: 29 Tales of 
Truth, Wit, and Grit. Readers this evening will 
include: Steven Friedman, Maria Dudley, Claire 
Hennessy, Mary Hill, Laurel Hilton, Janine 
Kovac, and Pamela Alma Weymouth! 

7:00 PM · Berkeley · 1760 4th Street · 
510-525-7777

A member of the San Francisco Writers’ 
Grotto and inveterate adventurer with 
writing featured in numerous publications 
— including Outside Magazine, Men’s Jour-
nal, and The New York Times — journalist 
James Nestor shares his latest work, Deep. 
With a Starred Review received from Book-
list, James’ latest work is a timely, thrilling, 
and illuminating look at our world’s oceans 
and the phenomenal creatures who call it 
home; as well a fascinating reflection on our 
own species’ remarkable, and often hidden, 
potential.

7:00 PM · Alameda · 1344 Park St ·  
510-522-2226

Pulitzer Prize-winning journalist Alex 
Tizon discusses Big Little Man, which won 
the 2011 Lukas Prize for work-in-progress 
from Columbia University and the Nie-
man Foundation. The perfect balance of 
memoir and cultural study, Big Little Man
is a groundbreaking look at the experience 
and psyche of the Asian American male, 
as well as an eye-opening understanding 
that while shame isn’t identical, it is uni-
versal. Alex will be in conversation with 
Emmy Award-winning CBS News reporter, 
Sherry Hu.

ALAMEDA
1344 Park Street · 

510.522.2226

BERKELEY
1760 4th Street · 

510.525.7777

BURLINGAME
1375 Burlingame Ave · 

650.685.4911

MOUNTAIN VIEW
301 Castro St · 
650.428.1234

PALO ALTO 
Town & Country Vil-
lage · 650.321.0600

SAN FRANCISCO
Opera Plaza · 601 Van 

Ness · 415.776.1111

Visit
BOOKS INC. 

locations

www.booksinc.net· BOOKS INC. Events @BooksIncEvents ·July
20144

Kim Stolz

Karen Rizzo

James Nestor

ebooks available  
@ www.booksinc.net 



SAN FRANCISCO
The Castro · 2275  

Market St · 415.864.6777

SAN FRANCISCO
The  Marina · 2251 Chestnut St 

· 415.931.3633

SAN FRANCISCO
Laurel Village · 3515  

California St · 415.221.3666

SFO
COMPASS BOOKS ·  

Terminal 3 · 650.244.0610

SFO
COMPASS BOOKS ·  

Terminal 2 · 650.821.9299 

11 7:00 PM · Alameda · 1344 Park St 
· 510-522-2226

Grab your finest duds and get ready to 
celebrate truly serious style with vintage 
archivist Reeda Joseph and her delightfully 
dapper visual tribute to the days of 50s and 
60s fashions, Man Candy: Dishy Dudes and 
Mod Men. In addition to this visual feast, DJ 
Tom LG will be accessorizing the evening 
with Mad Men flavored Swing and Jazz! 
So set your curlers and bring your best 
beehive, bouffant, or bob for an evening of 
fabulousness! 

7:00 PM · Mountain View · 301 Castro St · 
650-428-1234

Local author Erika Johansen shares her 
epic debut — which is the first work in a 
magical, adventurous, and romantic series 
— The Queen of the Tearling. On her nine-
teenth birthday, Princess Kelsea Raleigh 
Glynn, raised in exile, sets out on a perilous 
journey back to the castle of her birth to 
ascend her rightful throne. With a Starred 
Review from Booklist, and called a “grip-
ping read” by bestselling author Bernard 
Cornwell, fans of fantasy adventure are 
in for a treat with the beginning of this 
impressive debut.

15 6:00 PM · SF · Opera Plaza ·  
601 Van Ness · 415-776-1111

Looking for feedback on your kid’s book 
manuscript? Bring your work-in-progress 
to Writeous Writing Group, a hands-on cri-
tique group moderated by professional 
children’s book editor Summer Dawn Laurie. 
You will be amazed at how much you learn 
yourself by critiquing another writer’s 
work. Pre-register and learn more at 
www.booksinc.net/childrens_book_writ-
ing_group

16 7:00 PM · Burlingame Library
· Main Branch · 480 Primrose 
Road · 650-558-7400

The Burlingame Library presents inter-
national and New York Times-bestselling 
author Jojo Moyes, author of One Plus One. 

6:00 PM · Berkeley · 1760 4th Street ·  
510-525-7777

Books Inc. Berkeley proudly celebrates the 
photography of July’s featured artist, Rachel 
Walther. A graduate of the Art Institute of 
Chicago, Rachel’s stunning pieces capture 
day-to-day settings which are seemingly 
lost in time. So join us for a soirée with wine 
and cheese to celebrate this local talent, 
and enjoy peering at the world through her 
eyes for the month of July in our gallery! 

7:00 PM · SF · World Affairs Council · 312 
Sutter St · 415-293-4600

The World Affairs Council presents Mustafa 
Akyol, author of Islam Without Extremes, A 
Muslim Case For Liberty.

7:30 PM · SF · The Castro ·  
2275 Market St · 415-864-6777

Veteran meditation and mindfulness 
instructor Michael H. Brooks presents his 
unique and humorous approach to finding 
the calm in everyday life, This. Only This: 
Mindfulness Strategies for Discovering Peace 
in Every Moment. Complete with a wealth 
of exercises to anchor the concepts and 
help the reader connect them to his or 
her own circumstances, and focus on the 
many states of mind we engage in daily, 
Michael’s clear and practical advice is 
essential reading for all.

22 7:00 PM · SF · Laurel Village ·  
3515 California St · 415-221-
3666

Local author, and the Marriage and Fam-
ily Therapist behind the PsychCentral 
featured blog, Bonding Time, Holly Brown 
shares her debut novel, Don’t Try to Find 
Me. Hailed as “Impossible to put down” 
by bestselling author Meg Cabot, Holly’s 
debut is a gripping examination of what 
motivates teens to run away from home, 
and a powerful look at the lengths one 
family will go to find their missing teenage 
daughter — perfect for fans of Jodi Picoult 
and Gillian Flynn.

7:00 PM · Mountain View · 301 Castro St · 
650-428-1234

Join novelist M.P. Cooley for a launch 
party celebrating her much-buzzed debut 
thriller — which is perfect for fans of Gone 
Girl — Ice Shear. Set in the rust belt of New 
York, Cooley’s chilling work tells the story 
of widowed FBI agent June Lyons and her 
new job with the local police department 
in her hometown. When June discovers 
a body in the frozen Mohawk River, the 
investigation unmasks a sordid maze of 
politics, drugs, and an outlaw motorcycle 
gang.

23 7:00 PM · Belmont Library ·  
1110 Alameda De Las Pulgas · 
650-591-8286

The Belmont Library presents Scott 
Cheshire, author of High as the Horses’ Bridles.

29 7:00 PM · Palo Alto · Town & 
Country Village · 650-321-0600

#1 New York Times-bestselling author 
Deborah Harkness shares the highly antici-
pated final book in her All Souls Trilogy, 
The Book of Life. With more than one mil-
lion copies sold in the United States and 
appearing in thirty-eight foreign editions, 
A Discovery of Witches and Shadow of 
Night have landed on all of the major best-
seller lists and garnered rave reviews from 
countless publications. The Book of Life 
brings this superbly written series to a 
deeply satisfying close.

7:00 PM · SF · World Affairs Council · 312 
Sutter St · 415-293-4600

The World Affairs Council presents Eric 
Liu, author of A Chinaman’s Chance: One 
Family’s Journey and the Chinese American 
Dream.

30 7:00 PM · Mountain View · 
301 Castro St · 650-428-1234

Civil Rights activists Mimi Real and Bob 
Gabriner discuss Risking Everything: A 
Freedom Summer Reader. Documenting the 
1964 Freedom Summer project — when 
60,000+ black Mississippians risked every-
thing to join SNCC and CORE workers 
and volunteers in Mississippi to challenge 
segregation — Risking Everything shares 
44 original documents which takes readers 
through this powerful time in history, from 
letters to meeting agendas and discus-
sions, this collection is a testimony to the 
suffering and courage of these American 
heroes.

Visit
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Poking a Dead Frog
by Mike Sacks
Amy Poehler, Mel Brooks, Adam McKay, 
George Saunders, Bill Hader, Patton Oswalt, 
and many more take us deep inside the world 
of comedy. Packed with behind-the-scenes 

stories — from a day in the writers’ room at The Onion to 
why a sketch does or doesn’t make it onto “Saturday Night 
Live” to how the BBC nearly erased the entire first season of 
“Monty Python’s Flying Circus” — Poking a Dead Frog is a 
must-read for comedy buffs, writers and pop culture junkies 
alike. AVAILABLE NOW

I Like You Just the Way I Am
by Jenny Mollen
Jenny Mollen doesn’t want much from life. Just 
to be loved — by everybody. I Like You Just the 
Way I Am is about indulging your inner crazy-
person. It is Jenny when she’s not trying to 

impress anyone or come across as a responsible member of 
society. With any luck it will make “you” better acquainted 
with who “you” really are and what “you” really want. 
Which, let’s be honest, is most likely someone else’s email 
password. AVAILABLE NOW

Doctor Who:  
The Shakespeare Notebooks
by Justin Richards
Since his first adventure in 1963, the Doctor 
has enjoyed many encounters with William 

Shakespeare. Now, BBC Books has rediscovered notebooks 
compiled by the Bard in which he divulges the influential role 
the Doctor played in his creative life. Here are early versions 
of great lines; the true story of how the faeries of A Midsum-
mer Night’s Dream were first imagined; stage directions for 
plays adjusted to remove references to a mysterious blue box; 
and much, much more. AVAILABLE JULY 15TH 

Do Not Sell at Any Price
by Amanda Petrusich
While vinyl records have enjoyed a renaissance 
in recent years, good 78s are exponentially 
harder to come by and play. A recent eBay 
auction for the only known copy of a particu-

lar record topped out at $37,100. Do Not Sell at Any Price 
explores the rarified world of the 78rpm record — from the 
format’s heyday to its near extinction — and how collectors 
and archivists are working frantically to preserve the music 
before it’s lost forever. AVAILABLE JULY 8TH

The Zhivago Affair
by Peter Finn & Petra Couvée
In May 1956, an Italian publishing scout was 
entrusted with the original manuscript of Doc-
tor Zhivago by Boris Pasternak, who believed 
his novel was unlikely ever to be published in 

the Soviet Union. Indeed, beginning in Italy, Doctor Zhivago 
was widely published in translation throughout the world. 
From there the CIA published a Russian-language edition 
and smuggled it into the Soviet Union. The Zhivago Affair is 
a literary thriller that takes us back to a fascinating period 
of the Cold War. AVAILABLE NOW

I Said Yes to Everything
by Lee Grant
At the age of twenty-four, actress Lee Grant was 
nominated for an Academy Award, and a year 
later found herself married and a mother for the 
first time, her career on the rise. Then she lost 

it all. Her name landed on the Hollywood black-list, her offers 
for film and television roles ground to a halt, and her mar-
riage fell apart. I Said Yes to Everything is Lee’s fascinating 
story of rebuilding her life and career. AVAILABLE JULY 8TH

The Mockingbird Next Door
by Marja Mills
In 2001, Haper Lee and her sister, Alice, 
opened their door to Chicago Tribune journal-
ist Marja Mills. It was the beginning of a long 
conversation — and a great friendship. Mills 

was given a rare opportunity to know Harper Lee, to be 
part of the Lees’ life in Alabama, and to hear them reflect 
on their upbringing, their corner of the Deep South, how To 
Kill a Mockingbird affected their lives, and why Harper Lee 
chose to never write another novel. AVAILABLE JULY 15TH

Price of Fame by Sylvia Morris
Price of Fame, the concluding volume of the 
life of an exceptionally brilliant polymath, 
chronicles Clare Boothe Luce’s progress from 
the early months of World War II. Sylvia Jukes 
Morris is the only writer to have had complete 

access to Mrs. Luce’s prodigious collection of public and 
private papers. In addition, she had unique access to her 
subject, whose death at eighty-four ended a life that for vari-
ety of accomplishment qualifies Luce for the title of “Woman 
of the Century.” AVAILABLE NOW

Enchanted Objects by David Rose
Some believe the future will result in more 
smartphones, tablets, and that screens will be 
embedded in every conceivable surface. Rose 
has a different vision: technology that atom-
izes, combining itself with the objects that 

make up the very fabric of daily living. Groundbreaking, 
timely, and provocative, Enchanted Objects is a blueprint 
for a better future. It is essential reading for designers, 
technologists, entrepreneurs, business leaders, and anyone 
who wishes to understand the future and stay relevant in 
the Internet of Things. AVAILABLE JULY 15TH

Meat Is For Pussies
by John Joseph
Joseph shares his shocking and compelling 
story of evolving from a life of violence and 
hard-knock living to a man who chooses not to 
participate in the cycle of violence by eating 

animals. He also dispels the common myths surrounding 
meat, while sharing the latest information on the nutritional 
benefits of a plant-based diet and the dangers of eating meat 
and processed foods. In addition, Joseph offers practical 
guidance about such everyday issues as meal planning, reci-
pes, and working out. AVAILABLE JULY 8TH

A Most Imperfect Union
by Ilan Stavans & Lalo Alcaraz
In A Most Imperfect Union is a vibrant alter-
native history of America, giving full voice to 
the country’s unsung but exceptional people. 
From African royals to accused witches, from 

Puerto Rican radicals to Arab immigrants, Stavans and 
Alcaraz use sardonic humor and irreverent illustrations 
to introduce some of the most fascinating characters in 
American history. What emerges is a colorful group portrait 
of these United States, one that champions America’s prog-
ress while also acknowledging its missteps. AVAILABLE NOW

The Interior Circuit
by Francisco Goldman
The Interior Circuit is Goldman’s story of his 
emergence from grief five years after his wife’s 
death, symbolized by his attempt to overcome 
his fear of driving in the city. Embracing the DF 

(Mexico City) as his home, Goldman explores and celebrates 
the city, which stands defiantly apart from so many of the social 
ills and violence wracking Mexico. This is the chronicle of an 
awakening, both personal and political, “interior” and “exterior,” 
to the meaning and responsibilities of home. AVAILABLE NOW

Yeah! Yeah! Yeah!
by Bob Stanley
Working with a broad definition of pop, Yeah! 
Yeah! Yeah! is a monumental work of musical 
history, tracing the story of pop music through 
individual songs, bands, musical scenes, and 

styles from Bill Haley and the Comets “Rock around the 
Clock” to Beyonce’s first megahit, “Crazy in Love.” It cov-
ers the birth of rock, soul, R&B, punk, hip hop, indie, house, 
techno, and more, and it will remind you why you fell in love 
with pop music in the first place. AVAILABLE NOW

Standard Deviations
by Gary Smith
Lying with statistics is a time-honored con. 
Economics professor Gary Smith walks us 
through the various tricks and traps that peo-
ple use to back up their own crackpot theories. 

Sometimes, the unscrupulous deliberately try to mislead 
us. Other times, the well-intentioned are blissfully unaware 
of the mischief they are committing. Not only do others 
use data to fool us, we fool ourselves. Standard Deviations 
demystifies the science behind statistics and makes it easy 
to spot the fraud all around. AVAILABLE JULY 3RD

Virtual Unreality
by Charles Seife
Digital information is a powerful tool that 
spreads unbelievably rapidly, infects all corners 
of society, and is all but impossible to control 
— even when that information is actually a lie. In 

Virtual Unreality, Charles Seife uses the skepticism, wit, and 
sharp facility for analysis that captivated readers in Proofiness 
and Zero to take us deep into the Internet information jungle 
and cut a path through the trickery, fakery, and cyber skulldug-
gery that the online world enables. AVAILABLE JULY 3RD

The Skeleton Crew
by Deborah Halber
In America today, upwards of forty thousand peo-
ple are dead and unaccounted for. These victims, 
separated from their names, are being adopted by 
the bizarre online world of amateur sleuths. The 

web sleuths pore over facial reconstructions and other online 
clues as they vie to solve cold cases. The Skeleton Crew delves 
into the macabre underside of the Internet, the fleeting nature 
of identity, and how even the most ordinary citizen can reinvent 
themselves as a web sleuth. AVAILABLE JULY 1ST

My Family and Other  
Hazards by June Melby
When June Melby was ten years old, her parents 
decided on a whim to buy the miniature golf 
course in the small Wisconsin town where they 
vacationed every summer. Without any business 

experience or outside employees, the family sets out to open 
Tom Thumb Miniature Golf to the public. Melby recreates all 
the squabbling, confusion, and ultimately triumph, of one fami-
ly’s quest to build something together, and brings to life the joys 
of one of America’s favorite pastimes. AVAILABLE JULY 8TH

Neil Armstrong
by Jay Barbree & John Glenn
A trusted friend of Neil Armstrong for fifty 
years, and the only reporter to have covered all 
166 American astronaut flights and moon land-
ings, Jay Barbree is exceptionally well qualified 

to share the definitive story of Neil’s life of flight. Working 
from conversations he had with Neil, from notes, interviews, 
NASA spaceflight transcripts, and remembrances of those 
Armstrong trusted, Barbree writes about Neil’s three pas-
sions - flight, family, and friends. This is the inside story of 
Neil Armstrong. AVAILABLE JULY 8TH



ALAMEDA

7 Monday · 3:30 PM
The First Monday ‘I Can Reada-
thon’ Book Club (ages 3+) will 

hold their first storytime meeting 
with reader Julia!

9 Tuesday · 7:00 PM
Alameda’s Young Adult Book 
Club (ages 13+) will discuss 

Throne of Glass by Sarah J. Maas.

17 Thursday · 7:00 PM
The Big Yes Society Discus-
sion Group will discuss The 

Wisdom of Insecurity: A Message for 
an Age of Anxiety by Alan W. Watts.

18 Friday · 5:00 PM
The Our Parents Made Us Do 
This Book Club will meet.

24 Thursday · 7:00 PM
Desert Island Book Club 
will discuss Twist by 

Adrienne Reiter.

27 Sunday · 2:00 PM
The B.G.P. Social Network 
Book Society (ages 16+) 

will discuss Code Name Verity by 
Elizabeth F. Wein.

Sunday · 6:00 PM
The Intimates: East Bay Queer Book 
Club will discuss Bastard Out of 
Carolina by Dorothy Allison.

BERKELEY

5 Saturday · 9:30 AM
The First Saturday Book Club 
will discuss The Secret History

by Donna Tartt.

BURLINGAME

10 Wednesday · 7:00 PM
The Recommended By A 
Stranger Book Club will 

discuss The 100-Year-Old Man Who 
Climbed Out the Window and Disap-
peared by Jonas Jonasson.

31 Thursday · 7:00 PM
The Is That A Gun in Your 
Pocket? Book Club will 

discuss The One from the Other: A 
Bernie Gunther Novel by Philip Kerr.

THE CASTRO

8 Tuesday · 6:30 PM
The Central SF Classic Lit Book 
Club will discuss Books I-IV of 

Middlemarch by George Eliot.

9 Wednesday · 7:00 PM
The SFLGBT Book Club will 
discuss Man About Town by 

Mark Merlis. 

LAUREL VILLAGE

1 Tuesday · 7:00 PM 
The Women We’d Like To Lunch 
With Book Club will meet.

15 Tuesday · 7:00 PM
The Foreign Intrigue Book 
Club will discuss Holy 

Smoke by Tonio Benacquista.

* Thursdays · 3:30 PM
The BOOK BITES: Tasty 
Tales in Twenty read aloud 

series meets at 3:30 every Thurs-
day and reads stories for newly 
independent readers (ages 6-8).

THE MARINA

2 Wednesday · 7:00 PM
The San Francisco Travel Book 
Club and Lecture Series will  

discuss The Best Travel Writing, 
Volume 9: True Stories from Around 
the World edited by James O’ Reilly, 
Larry Habegger, & Sean O’Reilly.

8 Tuesday · 3:30 PM
The Summer Bridge Book Club 
(grades K-2nd) will read and 

discuss The Chicken Squad: The First 
Misadventure by Doreen Cronin.

Tuesday · 7:00 PM
The Miss Jane Austen Book Club will 
discuss Mansfield Park by Jane Austen.

15 Tuesday · 3:30 PM
The Rising Readers Book 
Club (grades 3 & 4) will dis-

cuss Mouseheart #1 by Lisa Fielder.

18 Friday · 10:00 AM
Baby’s First Book Club is now 
meeting weekly! Join us 

at Books Inc. in The Marina every 
Thursday at 3 PM for storytime with 
our chidren’s specialist reading pic-
ture books perfect for your under 3’s!

30 Wednesday · 7:30 PM
Classics I Forgot To Read 
will discuss A Room with a 

View by E.M. Forster.

MOUNTAIN VIEW

8Tuesday · 7:00 PM
The Politically Inspired Book 
Club will discuss Unstoppable: 

The Emerging Left-Right Alliance to 
Dismantle the Corporate State by 
Ralph Nader.

14 Monday · 7:30 PM
The Broken Compass 
Adventure Book Club will 

discuss The Oracle: Ancient Del-
phi and the Science Behind Its Lost 
Secrets by William J. Broad.

20 Sunday · 5:00 PM
Night Of The Living Book 
Club will discuss The 

Stepford Wives by Ira Levin.

28 Monday · 7:00 PM
The Hands On Bay Area 
Book Club will discuss 

Empty Mansions: The Mysterious Life 
of Huguette Clark and the Spending 
of a Great American Fortune by Bill 
Dedman & Paul Clark Newell, Jr.

OPERA PLAZA

12 Saturday · 10:00 AM
The Second Saturday Book 
Club will meet.

20 Sunday · 11:00 AM
The World Affairs Council 
Book Club will discuss 

Strange Pilgrims: Twelve Stories by 
Gabriel García Márquez.

PALO ALTO

8Tuesday · 6:00 PM 
The Book Busters Middle 
Reader Book Club (ages 12+) 

will discuss A Snicker of Magic by 
Natalie Lloyd.

13 Sunday · 6:00 pM
The Speculative Fiction 
Book Club will discuss The 

Best of All Possible Worlds by Karen 
Lord.

21 Monday · 6:00 pM
The NYM-Actual-Book 
Club (ages 14+) will dis-

cuss Time After Time with speical 
guest author Tamara Ireland Stone.

22 Tuesday · 7:00 pM
The Fourth Tuesday 
(Margie’s) Book Club will 

discuss The Rosie Project by Graeme 
Simsion.

· Book Clubs & Paperbacks · 7July
2014

The Valley of Amazement
by Amy Tan
Shanghai, 1912. Violet Minturn is the daughter 
of the American madam of the city’s most 
exclusive courtesan house. But when the Ching 
dynasty is overturned, Violet is separated 

from her mother and forced to become a “virgin courtesan.” 
Spanning more than forty years and two continents, Amy 
Tan’s newest novel maps the lives of three generations of 
women. AVAILABLE JULY 15TH

The Lowland by Jhumpa Lahiri
The story of two very different brothers bound 
by tragedy, a fiercely brilliant woman haunted 
by her past, a country torn apart by revolution, 
and a love that endures long past death. Mov-
ing from the 1960s to the present, and from 

India to America and across generations, this dazzling novel 
is Jhumpa Lahiri at the height of her considerable powers. 
AVAILABLE JUNE 17TH

The Gravity of Birds
by Tracy Guzeman
Forty-four years after the brilliant young painter, 
Thomas Bayber, first meets Alice and Natalie 
Kessler, Bayber unveils a never-before-seen work, 
“Kessler Sisters.” Bayber asks Dennis Finch, an art 

history professor, and Stephen Jameson, an eccentric young art 
authenticator, to sell the painting. But their task becomes more 
complicated when the artist requires that they first locate Alice 
and Natalie, who seem to have disappeared. AVAILABLE JULY 1ST

A House in the Sky
by Amanda Lindhout
In war-ridden Afghanistan and Iraq Amanda 
Lindhout carved out a fledgling career as a tele-
vision reporter. And then, in August 2008, she 
traveled to Somalia. On her fourth day, she was 

abducted and held hostage for 460 days. Vivid and suspense-
ful, as artfully written as the finest novel, A House in the Sky 
exquisitely recounts Amanda’s time as prisoner, and her deter-
mination to survive. AVAILABLE NOW

The Girl You Left Behind
by Jojo Moyes
Paris, 1916. Sophie Lefevre must keep her fam-
ily safe while her husband fights at the front. 
When their town falls to the Germans, Sophie 
is forced to serve them every evening at her 

hotel. From the moment the new Kommandant sets eyes on 
Sophie’s portrait a dangerous obsession is born, one that 
will lead Sophie to make a dark and terrible decision. AVAIL-
ABLE NOW

Claire of the Sea Light
by Edwidge Danticat
Just as her father makes the wrenching deci-
sion to send her away for a chance at a better 
life, Claire Limye Lanme--Claire of the Sea 
Light--suddenly disappears. As the people of 

the Haitian seaside community of Ville Rose search for her, 
painful secrets, haunting memories, and startling truths are 
unearthed. AVAILABLE JULY 1ST
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BUY TWO GET ONE FREE 
MAGIC TREEHOUSE 

BOOKS! 
This summer, travel all over 

the world and all through 
time with your favorite tree-

house dwellers, Jack and 
Annie! This special sale will 

be running from July 1st 
to July 31st at all Books Inc. 

neighborhood locations.

Rachelle Doorley · Tinkerlab: 
A Hands-On Guide for Little Inventors
July 20 · 3:00 PM 
Books Inc. in Laurel Village ·  
3515 California St · 415-221-3666

Tamara Ireland Stone · Time After Time 
July 21 · 6:00 PM 
Books Inc. in Palo Alto · Town  
& Country Village · 650-321-0600

Maggie Stiefvater · Sinner
July 23 · 7:30 pm
Alameda Free Library ·  
650-321-0600

COMPASS BOOKS at SFO loves 

A.S. King
· BOOKS INC. Kids ·8 July

2014

Edda: A Little 
Valkyrie’s First 
Day of School 
by Adam Auerbach
The first day of school can 

be tough for anyone- even Norse warriors 
like Edda! Edda leaves the magical land 
of Asgard in the hopes of making friends 
her own age. Even though she feels like 
an outcast at first, she soon comes to 
realize that what makes her different is 
what makes her special. Kids and parents 
alike will love the gentle humor of this 
debut picture book by an author to watch. 
(AGES 4-8) AVAILABLE NOW

My Teacher is a 
Monster! 
by Peter Brown
Bobby’s teacher is a mon-
ster! She’s mean, she yells, 

and if you throw paper airplanes she will 
make you stay in for recess. But when 
Bobby runs into her after school at his 
favorite park, they end up spending some 
time together and Bobby realizes that his 
teacher might not be such a monster after 
all. Fans of Peter Brown’s previous book 
Mr. Tiger Goes Wild will love the vivid 
illustrations and sly humor of this latest 
effort! (AGES 5-8) AVAILABLE JULY 1ST

The Glass  
Sentence 
by S.E. Grove
The Great Disruption of 
1799 flung all of the earth’s 

continents into different time periods. 
Now 13-year old Sophia’s uncle--a famous 
map maker--has been kidnapped. She 
embarks on an adventure to save him, 
and must face everything from pirates 
to prehistoric beasts along the way. This 
promising new fantasy series is a must 
read for fans of Philip Pullman’s His Dark 
Materials trilogy! (AGES 10+) AVAILABLE 
NOW

A Hitch at the 
Fairmont 
by Jim Averbeck
When 11-year old Jack’s 
mother passes away, he is 

left in the care of his wicked Aunt Edith. 
But when Edith disappears suddenly 
and under strange circumstances, Jack 
enlists a neighbor to help him solve the 
mystery--none other than legendary 
movie director Alfred Hitchcock! Set in 
1956 in San Francisco’s Fairmont Hotel, 
this is a must-read for mystery fans and 
classic movie buffs alike. Great for fans of 
the Mysterious Benedict Society series! 
(AGES 8+) AVAILABLE NOW

Conversion 
by Katherine Howe
When girls start experienc-
ing strange tics and other 
mysterious symptoms at 
Colleen’s high school, her 

small town of Danvers, Massachusetts falls 
victim to rumors that lead to full-blown 
panic. Colleen connects these events to 
the ill-fated town of Salem Village, where 
another group of girls suffered from a 
similarly bizarre epidemic three centuries 
ago. A modern medical mystery is blended 
with true historical events in this story 
you won’t be able to put down. (AGES 12+) 
AVAILABLE JULY 1ST

Vanishing Season 
by Jodi Lynn Anderson
This haunting and mysterious 
story of love and loss is the 
latest by the New York Times-
bestselling author of Tiger 

Lily. Maggie and her parents move from 
the bustle of Chicago to a quiet and remote 
town in Wisconsin, where she immediately 
befriends her strange and beautiful neighbor 
Pauline. What starts as an uneventful year 
suddenly changes, when someone begins kill-
ing teenage girls. A love-triangle, a ghostly 
narrator, and plenty of suspense are woven 
together in this beautifully memorable new 
book. (AGES 14+) AVAILABLE JULY 1ST

KIDS EVENTS!

www.booksinc.net

NEW BOOKS THIS MONTH!

Are you obsessed with books? Do you read your face off, and 
then read some more? Good. Books Inc. wants YOU.

Sign up with your neighborhood store manager for a shift to be a 
Junior Bookseller in the month of July or August! Help people find 

the books that will blow their minds, hang out in the bookstore, 
write reviews, and generally be your awesome, passionate self. 

And don’t worry: Books Inc. pays in books. 

For ages 8-18.

BOOKS INC. NOW HIRING JUNIOR BOOKSELLERS

INTRODUCING SUMMER 
BRIDGE BOOK CLUBS!

Looking for something to do this summer? Sad some 
of our book clubs are on break? FEAR NOT! Books 
Inc. in the Marina has just the thing for you: Summer 
Bridge Book Clubs for the month of July! SBBC are 
split into two age ranges: K-2nd and 3rd-4th grades

Tuesday, July 8  
3:30 PM

The Summer Bridge Book 
Club (grades K-2nd) will 
read and discuss The 
Chicken Squad: The First 
Misadventure by Doreen 
Cronin. 

Tuesday, July 15  
3:30 PM

The Rising Readers Book 
Club (grades 3 & 4) will 
read and discuss Mouseh-
eart #1 by Lisa Fielder. 

You can’t go wrong with A.S. King. Every one of her novels 
is funny, smart, sometimes dark and always honest. Her dynamic writing 
style brings to life several different voices often in the same book! She can 
make anyone identify with: a 17th century princess-turned-pirate seek-
ing revenge after spending her last 100 lives as dogs (Dust of 100 Dogs); a 
young man tormented by bullies and haunted by his grandfather (Every-
body Sees The Ants); a pizza delivery girl left with secrets of her own and 
those of her dead best friend (Please Ignore Vera Dietz); a girl who is ques-
tioning her sexuality and the world around her (Ask the Passengers); and 
an angry teen whose past as an infamous toddler on reality television who 
refuses to let go (Reality Boy). So, if you want a great story, memorable 
characters and a touch of the bizarre, A.S. King puts the real in surreal. 
Visit www.booksinc.net to preorder A.S. King’s new book, Glory 
O’Brien’s History of the Future, due out this October!




