
Books Inc. very proudly presents the legendary author of the bestselling Tales of the City 
series, Armistead Maupin, discussing the fi nal book in the series, The Days of Anna Madrigal, 
in conversation with California Book Award Winner and author of The Impossible Lives of 

Greta Wells, Andrew Sean Greer on Sunday, January 19 at 2:00 pm. Ticketed event, $35 each 
and includes a signed fi rst edition of The Days of Anna Madrigal. www.booksinc.net for info.

ENDORSE READING

By Helene Wecker 
I I wasn’t exactly the most well-rounded reader while I was grow-
ing up. I stuck to what I knew, and that was sci-fi  and fantasy series 
— preferably the kind that came in thick mass-market volumes 
with dubious cover art, such the Xanth and Dragonlance books, 
or Robert Heinlein’s “Lazarus Long” saga. But the fi rst one I ever 
read, and maybe the most important, was the Pocket Books series 
of original Star Trek novels.

I still remember the day I discovered their existence. I think I was 
about nine years old. My mom had taken me to the bookstore at the 
mall, probably as a reward (i.e., bribe) for a hateful afternoon of clothes 
shopping. There in the sci-fi  section, heretofore unspied, was an entire 
shelf of Star Trek books. And these were no mere novelizations of the 
classic episodes, but entirely new stories. I’d been a Trekkie practi-
cally from birth, lovingly indoctrinated by my dad. I’d seen most of 
the episodes, and the fi rst three movies — at least, as much of them 
as my parents and network television would allow — but I’d had no 
idea the books existed. My mom let me buy two. I took them home and 
devoured them, then made her drive me back to the mall for more.

Reading the Star Trek novels felt like I’d been granted top-secret 
clearance to a whole new universe of information. The books took 
elements from the T.V. series and fl eshed them out, expanding them 
far past their original boundaries. The writers could describe what-
ever they wanted — crazy alien societies, complicated space battles, 
dangerous rips in the fabric of reality (there was usually at least one) 
— without worrying about the constraints of a budget, or the mores 
of the advertisers. The characters deepened and evolved into real 
people. Uhura escaped her status as a glorifi ed switchboard opera-
tor, and became a brilliant linguist. Spock’s lonely childhood was 
described in painful detail. Sulu actually got to have sex. (I read the 
page over and over, mouth agape, just to make certain.)

I sped through the entire series, and then was forced to wait like 
everyone else for the new ones. To bide the time, I’d go back and 
reread my favorites, until I had them memorized. Eventually I moved 
on to other series, other universes; but sometimes 
I wonder how much I imprinted on those books, 
baby-bird-like. Do my own storytelling tenden-
cies, my what-ifs and extrapolations, have their 
roots in the written adventures of the Enterprise 
and her crew? Could be. After all, their famous 
mission, to “explore strange new worlds,” makes 
a pretty fi tting job description for a writer, too.

Meet Helene January 8 at Books Inc. in Palo Alto
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event information!

Children’s Book Writing Group
Looking for feedback on your kid’s book manuscript? Bring your work-in-progress to this hands-on critique 
group moderated by professional children’s book editors with over 25 years of combined experience. You will 
be amazed at how much you learn yourself by critiquing another writer’s work. Pre-Register and learn more at  
www.booksinc.net/writeous-classes
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In this newsletter

SUNDAY AFTERNOON AT THE CHAPEL

CLASSES@BOOKS INC

6:00 – 8:00 pm · $40 per session
2nd Wednesdays beginning January 15

BOOKS INC. at Laurel Village 
Hosted by Julie Romeis Sanders

6:00 – 8:00 pm · $40 per session 
3rd Tuesdays beginning January 21

BOOKS INC. at Opera Plaza
Hosted by Summer Dawn Laurie 

World Book Night is April 23 — Shakespeare’s birthday — and tens of thousands of peo-
ple in the U.S. go out into their communities and give a total of half a million free World 
Book Night spread the love of reading.  You can volunteer to be a giver.  More info at www.
booksinc.net or http://www.us.worldbooknight.org.

WORLD BOOK NIGHT

BOOKS INC.’s After X-Mas Sale

50% 
Boxed Christmas 

Cards & Christmas 
gift wrap

30%
Calendars, Holiday Books 

& Any Book or Gift 
Over $39.95

off

Begins December 26
Subject to In Stock Items Only · While Supplies Last

Does Not Apply to Tickets, eReaders, eBooks, 
Salebooks, Magazines or Special Orders

off



The Wind Is Not a River
by Brian Payton
Determined to find meaning in the loss of his 
brother to combat in World War II, journalist 
John Easley leaves behind his beloved wife, 
Helen, to investigate the Japanese invasion 

of Alaska’s Aleutian Islands. While John is accompanying 
a crew on a bombing run, his plane is shot down over the 
island of Attu. There, John must battle the elements while 
evading discovery by the Japanese. Three thousand miles 
away, Helen must somehow find John and bring him home. 
AVAILABLE JANUARY 7TH

For Today I Am a Boy
by Kim Fu
At birth, Peter had been given the Chinese 
name “juan chaun,” powerful king. The exalted 
only son in the middle of three daughters, 
Peter was the one who would finally embody 

his immigrant father’s ideal of power and masculinity. But 
Peter has different dreams: he is certain he is a girl. For 
Today I Am a Boy is a coming-of-age tale like no other, and 
marks the emergence of an astonishing new literary voice. 
AVAILABLE JANUARY 14TH

Radiance of Tomorrow
by Ishmael Beah
Benjamin and Bockarie return to their home-
town, Imperi, Sierra Leone after the civil war. 
As villagers return, Benjamin and Bockarie 
try to forge a new community by taking up 

their former posts as teachers, but they’re beset by obsta-
cles: a scarcity of food; a rash of murders, thievery, rape, 
and retaliation; and the depredations of a foreign mining 
company. As they try to restore order, they’re forced to 
reckon with the uncertainty of their past and future alike. 
AVAILABLE JANUARY 7TH

The Last Days of California
by Mary Miller
Jess, is fourteen years old and waiting for 
the world to end. Her evangelical father has 
packed up the family to drive west to Califor-
nia, hoping to save as many souls as possible 

before the Second Coming. As Jess’s belief frays, her teen-
age myopia evolves into awareness about her fracturing 
family. Using deadpan humor and savage charm belying 
deep empathy for her characters, Miller’s debut captures 
the angst, sexual rivalry, and escalating self-doubt of teen-
age life in America. AVAILABLE NOW

Orfeo by Richard Powers
Composer Peter Els opens the door one evening 
to find the police on his doorstep. His home 
microbiology lab — the latest experiment in 
his lifelong attempt to find music in surpris-
ing patterns — has aroused the suspicions of 

Homeland Security. Panicked by the raid, Els turns fugitive. 
As an Internet-fueled hysteria erupts, Els — the “Bioterrorist 
Bach” — pays a final visit to the people he loves, those who 
shaped his musical journey. AVAILABLE NOW

The Invention of Wings
by Sue Monk Kidd
Hetty “Handful” Grimke, an urban slave in 
early nineteenth century Charleston, yearns 
for life beyond the suffocating walls that 
enclose her within the wealthy Grimke house-

hold. On her eleventh birthday the Grimke’s daughter, 
Sarah, is given ownership of ten year old Handful, who is to 
be her handmaid. We follow their remarkable journeys over 
the next thirty five years, as both strive for a life of their 
own, dramatically shaping each other’s destinies and form-
ing a complex relationship. AVAILABLE JANUARY 7TH

On Such a Full Sea
by Chang-Rae Lee
In a future, long-declining America long-
abandoned urban neighborhoods have been 
repurposed as highwalled, self-contained 
labor colonies with the purpose of providing 

pristine produce and fish to the small, elite, satellite char-
ter villages that ring the labor settlement. In this world 
lives Fan, a female fish-tank diver, who leaves her home in 
the B-Mor settlement (once known as Baltimore), when 
the man she loves mysteriously disappears. Fan’s is a quest 
that will soon become legend to those she left behind. 
AVAILABLE JANUARY 7TH

A Darker Shade of Sweden
by John-Henri Holmberg
Ever since Stieg Larsson shone a light on the 
brilliance of Swedish crime writing with his 
Girl With the Dragon Tattoo trilogy, read-
ers around the world have devoured fiction 

by some of the greatest masters of the genre. Containing 
seventeen stories, never before published in English, by 
luminaries such as Stieg Larsson, Henning Mankell, Åsa 
Larsson, and Eva Gabrielsson, A Darker Shade of Sweden 
illuminates this beguiling country and its inhabitants as 
never before. AVAILABLE NOW

Andrew’s Brain 
by E.L. Doctorow
Speaking from an unknown place and to an 
unknown interlocutor, Andrew is thinking, 
Andrew is talking, Andrew is telling the story 
of his life, his loves, and the tragedies that have 

led him to this place and point in time. And as he confesses, 
peeling back the layers of his strange story, we are led to 
question what we know about truth and memory, brain and 
mind, personality and fate, about one another and ourselves. 
AVAILABLE JANUARY 14TH

Perfect by Rachel Joyce
Byron Hemmings wakes to a morning that 
looks like any other. But when he leaves the 
house with his mother and sister, in one ter-
rible moment, something happens. While his 
mother seems not to have noticed, eleven-year-

old Byron understands that from now on nothing can be the 
same. Over the days and weeks that follow, Byron’s perfect 
world is shattered. Unable to trust his parents, he confides 
in his best friend, James, and together they concoct a plan. . 
. . AVAILABLE JANUARY 14TH

The Yellow Eyes of Crocodiles
by Katherine Pancol
When her husband runs off with his mistress, 
Josephine Cortes must make ends meet on 
her salary as a medieval history scholar. When 
Josephine’s sister, Iris, charms a publisher into 

a lucrative deal for a twelfth-century romance, she offers her 
sister a deal of her own: Josephine will write the novel and 
pocket all the proceeds, but the book will be published under 
Iris’s name. All is well — that is, until the book becomes the 
literary sensation of the season. AVAILABLE NOW

A Highly Unlikely Scenario
by Rachel Cantor
In a future not too many years from now, three 
giant fast food chains control the world. Leon-
ard works for Neetsa Pizza, answering calls on 
the complaint line. Meanwhile Leonard’s sister 

keeps disappearing on secret missions with her book club. 
This is a hilarious and dazzling debut wherein Pythagorean 
theories about pizza, lost Jewish mystics, rare book librar-
ians, nephews with dyslexia, and book club nerds, all add up 
to a chance at saving the world. AVAILABLE JANUARY 14TH

Saints of the Shadow Bible
by Ian Rankin
Rebus is back on the force, albeit with a 
demotion and a chip on his shoulder. He 
is investigating a car accident when news 
arrives that a case from 30 years ago is being 

reopened. Rebus’s team from those days is suspected of 
helping a murderer escape justice to further their own ends. 
Malcolm Fox is tasked with finding out the truth. Past and 
present are about to collide in shocking and murderous 
fashion. AVAILABLE JANUARY 14TH

The Kept by James Scott
Winter, 1897 — Elspeth Howell treks across 
miles of snow and ice to the isolated farm-
stead in upstate New York where she and 
her husband have raised their five children. 
Her midwife’s salary is safely tucked away, 

and her pack is full of gifts for her family. But as she 
crests the final hill, and sees her darkened house and 
a smokeless chimney, immediately she knows that an 
unthinkable crime has destroyed the life she so carefully 
built. AVAILABLE JANUARY 7TH

What I Had Before I Had You
by Sarah Cornwell
Olivia’s mother, Myla, was a practicing psychic. 
Myla raised Olivia to be a guarded child, and 
also to believe in the ever-present infant ghosts 
of her twin sisters, whom Myla took care of as 

if they were alive. At fifteen, Olivia saw her sisters for the 
first time, not as ghostly infants but as teenagers. When 
Myla denied her vision, Olivia set out to learn the truth — a 
journey that led to shattering discoveries about herself and 
her family. AVAILABLE JANUARY 7TH

The Ballad of Barnabus 
Pierkiel by Magdalena Zyzak
The quaint fictional nation of Scalvusia, 1939 
— Desperate to attract the voluptuous Roosha, 
Barnabas gets embroiled in a series of scan-
dals and misadventures, as every attempt at 

wooing ends in catastrophe. After the mysterious death of 
an important figure in the community, a witch-hunt ensues, 
and a stranger falls from the sky. Barnabas begins to see 
the terrible tide of history turning in his beloved hometown, 
as one of the darkest moments of the twentieth century 
approaches. AVAILABLE JANUARY 14TH

The Dead in Their Vaulted 
Arches by Alan Bradley
England, 1951 - Eleven-year-old chemist 
and aspiring detective Flavia de Luce gath-
ers with her family at the railway station, 
awaiting the return of her long-lost mother, 

Harriet. Yet upon the train’s arrival Flavia is approached 
by a stranger who whispers a cryptic message into her 
ear. Moments later, he is dead, pushed under the train 
by someone in the crowd. Back at home Flavia puts her 
sleuthing skills to the test and unravels deep secrets of the 
de Luce clan. AVAILABLE JANUARY 14TH

Mercy Snow by Tiffany Baker
June McAllister, wife of the local mill owner, 
is the undisputed first lady in the town of 
Titan Falls, New Hampshire. The Snow fam-
ily lives on a decrepit and cursed property, 
bringing June, and the town, nothing but 

grief. When a tragic bus accident occurs June will do any-
thing to cover up a dark secret discovered following the 
crash, one that threatens to upend her picture-perfect life. 
But in order to do this she must contend with the Snow 
family. . . AVAILABLE JANUARY 14TH
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Find It in Everything
by Drew Barrymore
Barrymore shares the photographs she has 
taken of heart-shaped objects and patterns 
she has come across over the past ten years. A 
discarded straw wrapper, a hole in a T-shirt, a 

scallion in a bowl of miso soup — seemingly everywhere she 
turns her lens a heart reveals itself. A very personal collection 
of images, many of them accompanied by brief captions that 
reflect on beauty in the everyday, this is a delightful book from 
the beloved actress and director. AVAILABLE JANUARY 14TH

Kitty Hearts Doggy
by Jeremy Greenberg
Cat lovers and dog lovers, can’t we all just 
get along — like these guys? Kitty Hearts 
Doggy is a sweetly funny collection of photos 

and relationship profiles from some of the most unlikely 
couples. With “aw”-inspiring images of cats and dogs cud-
dling, and tongue-in-ear relationship advice to keep from 
biting each other’s heads off (sometimes literally), there’s 
tail-wagging laughter on every page to help us purr-fect our 
relationships. AVAILABLE NOW

My Age of Anxiety
by Scott Stossel
A vivid depiction of anxiety’s human toll 
— Drawing on his own long-standing battle 
with anxiety, Stossel presents an astonishing 
history, at once intimate and authoritative, 

of the efforts to understand the condition from medical, 
cultural, philosophical, and experiential perspectives. His 
portrait of anxiety reveals not only the emotion’s myriad 
manifestations and the anguish anxiety produces but also 
the countless psychotherapies, medications, and other 
(often outlandish) treatments that have been developed to 
counteract it. AVAILABLE JANUARY 7TH

The Second Machine Age
by Erik Byrnjolfsson & Andrew McFee
MIT’s Erik Brynjolfsson and Andrew McAfee 
reveal the forces driving the reinvention of our 
lives and our economy. As the full impact of digi-
tal technologies is felt, we will realize immense 

bounty in the form of dazzling personal technology, advanced 
infrastructure, and near-boundless access to the cultural items 
that enrich our lives. Amid this bounty will also be wrench-
ing change. A fundamentally optimistic book, The Second 
Machine Age will alter how we think about issues of techno-
logical, societal, and economic progress. AVAILABLE NOW

Stringer by Anjan Sundaram
In the powerful travel-writing tradition of 
Ryszard Kapuscinski and V.S. Naipaul, Stringer: 
A Reporter’s Journey in the Congo is a haunting 
memoir of a dangerous and disorienting year of 
self-discovery in one of the world’s unhappiest 

countries. Anjan Sundaram is an award-winning journalist 
who has reported from Africa and the Middle East for The 
New York Times and the Associated Press. He received a 
Reuters journalism award in 2006 for his reporting on Pygmy 
tribes in Congo’s rain forest. AVAILABLE JANUARY 7TH

What Makes Olga Run?
by Bruce Grierson
Olga Kotelko, age ninety-three, holds 23+ world 
records in track and field, 17 in her current 
ninety to ninety-five category. Considering 
everything from diet and sleep habits to person-

ality traits to what she does in her spare time to family history, 
Grierson has written not only a tremendously uplifting per-
sonal story, but a look at the extent to which our health and 
longevity are determined by our DNA, and the extent to which 
we can shape that inheritance. AVAILABLE JANUARY 14TH

Blessing the Hands That 
Feed Us by Vicki Robin
Taking the locavore movement to heart, 
bestselling author and social innovator Vicki 
Robin pledged for one month to eat only food 
sourced within a 10-mile radius of her home on 

Whidbey Island in Puget Sound, Washington. Part personal 
narrative and part global manifesto, and featuring recipes 
throughout, along with practical tips on adopting your own 
locally sourced diet, Blessing the Hands That Feed Us is an 
inspirational guide and testimonial to the locavore move-
ment and a healthy food future. AVAILABLE JANUARY 7TH

The Longest Date
by Cindy Chupack
Cindy Chupack has spent much of her adult life 
writing about dating and relationships for several 
hit TV series and as a sex columnist for O, The 
Oprah Magazine. At the age of thirty-nine, she 

finally found The One — and a wealth of new material. In this 
collection of essays she deftly examines the comedy and cringe-
worthy aspects of matrimony. This is the perfect companion 
for anyone navigating a serious relationship, be it newlyweds or 
couples moving in that direction. AVAILABLE JANUARY 2ND

A Religion of One’s Own
by Thomas Moore
Moore recounts the benefits of contemplative 
living that he learned during his years as a 
monk, and the more imaginative spirituality 
that he later developed and embraced in his 

secular life. Weaving together his own experiences with 
others journeys and the wisdom of philosophers, writers, 
and artists who have rejected materialism and infused 
their secular lives with transcendence, A Religion of One’s 
Own points the way to creating an amplified inner life and 
a world of greater purpose, meaning, and reflection. AVAIL-
ABLE JANUARY 9TH

The Question Book by Mikael 
Krogerus & Roman Tschappeler
Asking questions is the one truly great way to 
learn about ourselves and others. Full of pro-
vocative questions which canvass a wide range 
of subjects, from the professional to the per-

sonal to the every day, The Question Book can be used alone 
as a journal or as a conversation starter with a group of 
friends. Brief, direct, and compulsively fun to answer, each 
one of the 600+ questions is an opportunity to gain insight 
and wisdom into our everyday lives. AVAILABLE NOW

Your Life Calling by Jane Pauley
Jane Pauley gives voice to the opportunities of 
her generation — and the next one too. Your 
Life Calling is a fresh look at ideas that have 
been simmering since boomers first entered 
midlife with a different perspective on the 

future than any generation before: that there was more to 
come — and perhaps the best of all. Here she tells her own 
and introduces readers to the fascinating people she has 
featured on her award-winning “Today” show segment, 
“Life Reimagined Today.” AVAILABLE JANUARY 7TH

Demon Camp by Jennifer Percy
In 2005 Caleb Daniels lost his best friend and 
seven members of his unit during a rescue 
mission in Afghanistan. Back in the US, Caleb 
began to see them everywhere, and considered 
killing himself. Instead however, he discov-

ered a Christian exorcism camp in Georgia that promises 
veteran’s deliverance from the war. With a jagged lyricism, 
Demon Camp is the riveting true story of a veteran with 
PTSD and an exploration of the battles soldiers face after 
the war is over. AVAILABLE JANUARY 14TH

Uncharted by Erez Aiden  
& Jean-Baptiste Michel
Our society has gone from writing snippets of 
information by hand to generating a vast flood 
of 1s and 0s that record almost every aspect of 
our lives. Uncharted offers readers the chance 

to take a voyage through the uncharted waters of the ground-
breaking scientific tool, the Google Ngram Viewer, which 
answers a dizzying array of once intractable questions, and 
also brings about new threats to privacy and the specter of 
ubiquitous government surveillance. AVAILABLE NOW

The Monkey’s Voyage
by Alan de Queiroz
Biologist de Queiroz describes the radical new 
view of how fragmented distributions came 
into being: riding on rafts and icebergs, carried 
by winds, and clinging to the plumes of birds. 

In other words, these organisms were not constrained by 
continental fate; they were the makers of their own geo-
graphic destiny. By toppling the idea that the slow process 
of continental drift is the main force behind the odd distri-
butions of organisms, this theory highlights the nature of 
the history of life. AVAILABLE NOW

The Body Book by Cameron Diaz
Beginning with nutrition, Cameron explains 
why instead of fearing hunger, women should 
embrace their body’s instinct for fuel and sat-
isfy it with whole, nutrient-dense foods. She 
also shares tips for choosing the best exercise 

program for you. Creating a healthy, beautiful body begins 
with learning the facts and turning knowledge into action. 
In The Body Book, women will find the tools they need to 
build a healthier body now — so they can live joyfully in it 
for years to come. AVAILABLE NOW

A Short Guide to a Long Life
by David B. Agus, M.D.
In The End of Illness, Dr. Agus shared knowl-
edge from his work as a pioneering cancer 
doctor and researcher. Now he has turned his 
analysis into a practical and concise illustrated 

handbook for everyday living. Divided into three sections 
that provide the definitive answers to many common and 
not-so-common questions, Dr. Agus will help you develop 
new patterns of personal health care using inexpensive and 
widely accessible tools that are based on the latest and most 
reliable science. AVAILABLE JANUARY 14TH

Wooden: A Coach’s Life
by Seth Davis
John Wooden’s UCLA teams reached unprec-
edented heights in the 1960s and ‘70s capped 
by a run of ten NCAA championships in twelve 
seasons and an eighty-eight-game winning streak, 

records that stand to this day. Wooden also became a renowned 
motivational speaker and writer, revered for his “Pyramid of 
Success.” Seth Davis has written the definitive biography of 
Wooden, an unflinching portrait that draws on archival research 
and more than two hundred interviews with players, opponents, 
coaches, and even Wooden himself. AVAILABLE JANUARY 14TH

French Women Don’t Get 
Facelifts by Mireille Guiliano
With her signature blend of wit, no-nonsense 
advice, and storytelling flair, Mireille Guiliano 
returns with a delightful, encouraging take on 
beauty and aging for our times. For anyone who 

has ever spent the equivalent of a mortgage payment on anti-
aging lotions or procedures, dressed inappropriate for their 
age, gained a little too much in the middle, or accidentally 
forgot how to flirt, here is a proactive way to stay looking and 
feeling great, without resorting to “the knife.” AVAILABLE NOW



3 7:00 PM · Berkeley · 1760 4th Street ·  
510-525-7777

Join Books Inc. Berkeley for a gallery soi-
rée featuring wine and cheese to celebrate 
the thematic photography of Jerry Wyman, 
whose contemplative shots of the natural 
environment will be hanging in the store’s 
gallery space from January 3rd through the 
31st.

4 4:00 PM · Mountain View · 301 
Castro St · 650-428-1234

Chairman of the Mars Institute, planetary 
scientist at the SETI Institute, and direc-
tor of the NASA Haughton-Mars Project 
at NASA Ames Research Center, Dr. Pascal 
Lee shows kids how they can start train-
ing to join the first crew to the Red Planet 
projected for 2035 with Mission: Mars, a visu-
ally-driven manual and reference book for 
future Mars explorers. 

7 6:30 PM · Palo Alto · Town & Country 
Village · 650-321-0600

Books Inc. Palo Alto celebrates the interna-
tional launch of the biggest book club ever! 
Moderated by a designated “Desire Map-
per” leader, this event is a celebration of the 
refreshed print edition of Danielle Laporte’s 
The Desire Map: A Guide to Creating Goals with 
Soul, a dream-fulfilling system that har-
nesses your soul-deep desire to “feel good.” 

7:00 PM · SF · Opera Plaza · 601 Van Ness 
· 415-776-1111

Books Inc. Opera Plaza celebrates the inter-
national launch of the biggest book club 
ever! Moderated by a designated “Desire 
Mapper” leader, this event is a celebration 
of the refreshed print edition of Danielle 
Laporte’s The Desire Map: A Guide to Creating 
Goals with Soul, a dream-fulfilling system 
that harnesses your soul-deep desire to “feel 
good.” 

8 6:00 PM · SF · Laurel Village ·  
3515 California St · 415-221-3666

Pajama Party at Laurel Village!  Put on your 
Jammies and join the party!  Literary 
Mamas will be here to read stories and take 
part in the fun.  Visit www.literarymama.
com for details!

7:00 PM · Palo Alto · Town & Country Vil-
lage · 650-321-0600

Helene Wecker shares her highly praised 
and compulsively readable debut novel, The 
Golem and the Jinni. A wondrously inven-
tive and unforgettable tale, this is the tale 
of a chance meeting between two mythical 
beings which takes readers on a dazzling 
journey through cultures in turn-of-the-cen-
tury New York. 

7:00 PM · Berkeley · 1760 4th Street ·  
510-525-7777

Preparing for an empty nest can be an 
overwhelming experience, with college 
applications, and sudden, strong sentimen-
tal moments striking you at every turn. 
But have no fear, Toni Piccinini is here to 
help you traverse the rocky road that is 
motherhood with The Goodbye Year: Wisdom 
and Culinary Therapy to Survive Your Child’s 
Senior Year of High School (and Reclaim the You 
of You). Toni will be bringing sample treats 
from her book!

7:00 PM · SF · World Affairs Council ·  
312 Sutter St · 415-293-4600

The World Affairs Council presents Paul 
Polak and Mal Warwick, author of The Busi-
ness Solution to Poverty: Designing Products for 
Three Billion New Customers.

9 6:00 PM · SF · Laurel Village ·  
3515 California St · 415-221-3666

Time/Life bestselling author Mary-Rose 
Hayes shares What She Had to Do, an intrigu-
ing novel which beautifully unfolds the 
complicated binds family and loyalty create, 
and the ways in which our immortality can 
both complicate and make our situations, 
and decisions, crystal clear.

7:00 PM · Alameda · 1344 Park St ·  
510-522-2226

Founder and editor of The Threepenny 
Review, and with writing featured in The 
New York Times Book Review and the Lon-
don Review of Books, among others, Wendy 
Lesser shares Why I Read, a delightful explo-
ration of the pleasures of reading. From 
novels and stories, to plays, poems, essays, 
and memoirs, the reader will discover a 
definition of literature that is as broad as it 
is broad-minded.

7:30 PM · SF · Nourse Theater · 275 Hayes 
Street · 415-392-4400

City Arts and Lectures presents Rachel 
Kushner, author of The Flamethrowers, in con-
versation with Vendela Vida.

10 7:00 PM · Berkeley · 1760 4th 
Street · 510-525-7777

Howard Steven Pines shares Part I of The 
Torch of Prometheus trilogy, The Whale 
Song Translation. Inspired and informed by a 
Silicon Valley career adapting digital voice 
and modem technology for communication 
devices, Howard’s novel delivers thought-
provoking “breakthroughs” about language 
and intelligence in earth’s other big-brained 
beings, and explores the intertwined exis-
tential crises of humans and whales.

11 2:45 PM · SF · Nourse Theater · 
275 Hayes Street · 415-392-4400

City Arts and Lectures presents a special 
Saturday event featuring a live broadcast of 
Garrison Keillor sharing works from A Prairie 
Home Companion.

2:00 PM · Belmont Library · 1110 Alameda 
De Las Pulgas · 650-591-8286

The Belmont Library presents Wendy Lesser, 
author of Why I Read: The Serious Pleasure of 
Books.

13 7:00 PM · Berkeley · 1760 4th 
Street · 510-525-7777

Join Books Inc. Berkeley for “Dog Night!”  
Advertising and editorial photographer 
and graphic/web designer Kira Stackhouse 
shares the awww-dorable photography book 
Project Dog: A Celebration of Dogs, featuring 
170+ photographs of Bay Area dogs with 
text by the owners who love them. Come 
early and bring your pooch! Kira will be 
offering free dog portraits from 5:30 to 6:30. 
Dog treats will also be served.

14 7:00 PM · SF · Opera Plaza ·  
601 Van Ness · 415-776-1111

Executive Director of the Tenderloin Hous-
ing Clinic in San Francisco, Randy Shaw 
shares  how people can win social change 
struggles against even overwhelming odds 
with the indispensable guide--which has 
been thoroughly revised and updated--The 
Activist’s Handbook: Winning Social Change in 
the 21st Century. Perfect for activists, and 
anyone interested in the future of progres-
sive politics in America, Shaw--a longtime 
activist for urban issues--shows that with a 
plan, positive change can be achieved.

7:00 PM · SF · JCCSF · 3200 California St · 
415-292-1200

The JCCSF presents Fiddler at 50: Celebrat-
ing a Half-Century of Fiddler on the Roof with 
drama critic, Jewish historian, and author 
of Wonder of Wonders: A Cultural History of Fid-
dler on the Roof, Alisa Solomon.

ALAMEDA
1344 Park Street · 

510.522.2226

BERKELEY
1760 4th Street · 

510.525.7777

BURLINGAME
1375 Burlingame Ave · 

650.685.4911

MOUNTAIN VIEW
301 Castro St · 
650.428.1234

PALO ALTO 
Town & Country Vil-
lage · 650.321.0600

SAN FRANCISCO
Opera Plaza · 601 Van 

Ness · 415.776.1111
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SAN FRANCISCO
The Castro · 2275  

Market St · 415.864.6777

SAN FRANCISCO
The  Marina · 2251 Chest-

nut St · 415.931.3633

SAN FRANCISCO
Laurel Village · 3515 Cal-
ifornia St · 415.221.3666

SFO
bzinc · Terminal 3   

· 650.244.0615

SFO
COMPASS BOOKS ·  

Terminal 3 · 650.244.0610

SFO
COMPASS BOOKS ·  

Terminal 2 · 650.821.9299 

15 7:00 PM · Berkeley · 1760 4th 
Street · 510-525-7777

Member of the Mystery Writers of America 
and Sisters in Crime, Terry Shames shares 
The Last Death of Jack Hardin: A Samuel Crad-
dock Mystery, a gritty story of small-town 
loyalties and betrayals set in Jarrett Creek, 
Texas. When the Gulf War separates two 
high school friends, the war veteran’s home-
coming brings about reconciliation efforts. 
But before the friends can reconnect a mur-
derer strikes, and it is up to the slain man’s 
friend to solve the crime. . . 

7:00 PM · Mountain View · 301 Castro St · 
650-428-1234

Program Director of the Los Altos Hills 
Historical Society, John C. Rolston shares 
Fremont Older and the 1916 San Francisco 
Bombing: A Tireless Crusade for Justice, the 
dramatic chronicling of the 1916 terrorist 
bombing, and the two obscure labor figures 
who were framed by the district attorney 
and wrongly imprisoned for twenty-three 
years. 

7:30 PM · SF · Nourse Theater · 275 Hayes 
Street · 415-392-4400

City Arts and Lectures presents James 
Carville, and Mary Matalin, co-authors of Love 
& War: Twenty Years, Three Presidents, Two 
Daughters and One Louisiana Home, in conver-
sation with Jonathan Bass. 

16 4:30 PM · Burlingame · 1375 
Burlingame Ave · 650-685-4911

Learn all about Bad Kitty and New York 
Times bestselling-author Nick Bruel with 
the latest hilarious installment in the feline 
series, Bad Kitty Drawn to Trouble. When Bad 
Kitty must share the spotlight with her own 
creator, a delightful and helpful hybrid is 
born! So bring your little ones for what is 
sure to be an afternoon full of inspiration, 
and just the right amount of bad.

7:00 PM · SF · JCCSF · 3200 California St · 
415-292-1200

The JCCSF presents Fresh & Freaky Fic-
tion with George Saunders author of Tenth of 
December, and Karen Russell author of Vam-
pires in the Lemon Grove and Swamplandia!

7:00 PM · SF · Laurel Village ·  
3515 California St · 415-221-3666

Books Inc. Laurel Village presents a special 
reading of the late Michael Shorb’s poetry 
collection Whale Walker’s Morning. As an 
international poet, Shorb’s poetry has been 
published in more than 100 magazines and 
anthologies, including The Nation, The Sun, 
and Kyoto Journal.  He was the recipient of 
a PEN AWARD, won a Merit Award for the 
Franklin-Christoph Poetry Contest, and was 
nominated for a Pushcart Prize. 

17 7:00 PM · SF · Opera Plaza ·  
601 Van Ness · 415-776-1111

Poet, author, and film producer Michael 
Wolfe shares his engaging introduction to 
Ancient Greek epitaphs and the eloquent 
beauty that resonates to this day with the 
engaging, Cut These Words Into My Stone. Join-
ing Michael is author of the introduction to 
Cut These Words Into My Stone, Professor of 
Classics at Stanford University, and author 
of Myths of the Ancient Greeks, Richard P. 
Martin. 

19 2:00 PM · SF · The Chapel ·  
777 Valencia St · 415-864-6777

Books Inc. very proudly presents Sunday 
Afternoon at The Chapel with the legend-
ary author of the bestselling Tales of the City
series, Armistead Maupin, discussing the 
final book in the series, The Days of Anna Mad-
rigal, in conversation with California Book 
Award Winner and author of The Impossible 
Lives of Greta Wells, Andrew Sean Greer. This 
is a ticketed event, ticket includes a signed 
copy of The Days of Anna Madrigal. 

21 7:00 PM · Berkeley · 1760 4th 
Street · 510-525-7777

Professor of philosophy at San Francisco 
State University and former director of the 
Center for the Study of New Religions at 
the Graduate Theological Union, Berkeley, 
Jacob Needleman shares his revealing and 
thoughtful look at how the care and main-
tenance of our world is something vital and 
basic to our existence as authentic human 
beings, with the striking An Unknown World: 
Notes on the Meaning of the Earth. 

22 7:00 PM · SF · Opera Plaza ·  
601 Van Ness · 415-776-1111

Creator of the popular blog The Happiness 
Project, #1 New York Times bestselling-
author Gretchen Rubin shares her latest 
project, Happier at Home: Kiss More, Jump 
More, Abandon Self-Control, and My Other 
Experiments in Everyday Life. Exploring 
deeper the factors that matter at home, 
Rubin’s signature blend of memoir, science, 
philosophy, and experimentation are in full 
force with her tried-and-true methods to 
making home a place of greater simplicity, 
comfort, and love.

7:00 PM · SF · JCCSF · 3200 California St · 
415-292-1200

The JCCSF presents Erez Aiden and Jean-
Baptiste Michel, authors of Uncharted: Big 
Data as a Lens on Human Culture.

7:00 PM · Belmont Library · 1110 Alameda 
De Las Pulgas · 650-591-8286

The Belmont Library presents Lisa Unger, 
author of In the Blood.

7:00 PM · SF · World Affairs Council ·  
312 Sutter St · 415-293-4600

The World Affairs Council presents Jona-
than Berman author of Success in Africa: CEO 
Insights from a Continent on the Rise, in con-
versation with American economist Robert 
Rubin.

7:00 PM · Berkeley · 1760 4th Street ·  
510-525-7777

Finalist for the PEN USA Award in Cre-
ative Nonfiction, and recipient of the 2010 
Arab American Book Award, Gregory 
Orfalea shares the fascinating narrative 
of the remarkable life of Junipero Serra, 
the intrepid priest who led Spain and the 
Catholic Church into California in the 1700s 
and became a key figure in the making of 
the American West, with the captivating 
Journey to the Sun. Combining biography, 
European history, knowledge of Catholic 
doctrine, and anthropology, this is a read 
you won’t want to put down once you begin.

23 7:00 PM · Mountain View ·  
301 Castro St · 650-428-1234

A technology leader on Wall Street for 
more than a decade, managing director at 
Goldman Sachs in New York City Caroline L. 
Arnold shares Small Move, Big Change: Using 
Microresolutions to Transform Your Life Perma-
nently, an essential guide to turning broad 
personal goals into meaningful and discrete 
behavioral changes that lead to permanent 
improvement. From trying to lose weight, 
save money, get organized, and everything 
in between, this is a wisdom-filled must-
read.

24 8:00 PM · SF · JCCSF · 3200 
California St · 415-292-1200

The JCCSF presents Angelique Kidjo, 
author of Spirit Rising: My Life, My Music. 
This event will also feature conversation 
and songs with John Santos of the John 
Santos Sextet. 

25 4:30 PM · Alameda · 1344 Park 
St · 510-522-2226

Ring in the New Year with a new calendar 
that is sure to keep you up-to-date and in-
step with the rhythm of life! Books Inc. in 
Alameda proudly presents a celebration of 
the Accordion Babes 2014 Calendar, and their 
CD, with a live performance featuring singer 
Tara Linda accompanied by various members 
of the performance group, Accordion Babes. 

28 7:30 PM · SF · The Castro · 2275 
Market St · 415-864-6777

Activist and historian Melinda Chateau-
vert shares Sex Workers Unite: A History of 
the Movement from Stonewall to Slutwalk, a 
provocative history that reveals how sex 
workers have been at the vanguard of social 
justice movements for the past fifty years 
while building a movement of their own that 
challenges our ideas about labor, sexuality, 
feminism, and freedom. 

29 7:30 PM · SF · The Castro · 2275 
Market St · 415-864-6777

Activist, writer, executive director of the 
Sero Project, and the first openly HIV-
positive candidate for U.S. Congress, Sean 
Strub charts his remarkable life--from the 
jolt of the early 1980s AIDS epidemic, to his 
Lazarus-like revival from the brink of death-
-with the inspiring and deeply important, 
Body Counts: A Memoir of Politics, Sex, AIDS, 
and Survival. This event is co-sponsored by 
the HIV Story Project, a San Francisco based 
non-profit dedicated to fighting the spread 
of the pandemic and the global stigma asso-
ciated with it.

30 7:00 PM · SF · Opera Plaza ·  
601 Van Ness · 415-776-1111

Take a tour of an alternate San Francisco 
with local author Ezekiel Tyrus sharing his 
debut novel Eli, Ely, a tragicomedy following 
Eli Trocchi’s descent into unemployment, 
newly found (not by choice) singlehood, and 
his adventures through the City’s eccentric 
underbelly in search of a place to belong.
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Journey to the Sun
by Gregory Orfalea
Beginning with Serra’s boyhood on the isolated 
island of Mallorca, venturing into the final 
days of the Spanish Inquisition, revealing the 
thriving grandeur of Mexico City, and finally 

journeying up the untouched California coast, Gregory 
Orfalea’s magisterial biography is a rich epic that cuts new 
ground in our understanding of the origins of the United 
States. Combining biography, European history, knowledge 
of Catholic doctrine, and anthropology, Journey to the Sun 
brings original research and perspective to America’s cre-
ation story. AVAILABLE JANUARY 14TH

Flappers by Judith Mackrell
Glamorized, mythologized, and demonized, 
the women of the 1920s prefigured the 1960s 
in their determination to reinvent the way 
they lived. Nearly a century later, their stories 
continue to fascinate as we grapple with the 

contradictions they faced and match ourselves against the 
reach of their desires. Flappers explores the ethos of that 
restless generation, starting with its first fashionable acts 
of rebellion before World War I and continuing to the Wall 
Street crash of 1929. AVAILABLE JANUARY 14TH

Hundred Days by Nick Lloyd
Acclaimed military historian Nick Lloyd leads 
readers into the endgame of World War I, show-
ing how the timely arrival of American men and 
materiel — as well as the bravery of French, 
British, and Commonwealth soldiers — helped 

to turn the tide on the Western Front. An epic tale rang-
ing from the ravaged fields of Flanders to the revolutionary 
streets of Berlin, Hundred Days recalls the bravery and sacri-
fice that finally silenced the guns of Europe. AVAILABLE NOW

Ping-Pong Diplomacy
by Nicholas Griffin
The Spring of 1971 heralded the greatest geo-
political realignment in a generation. After 
twenty-two years of antagonism, China and 
the U.S. suddenly moved toward a detente 

— achieved not by politicians but by Ping-Pong players. The 
Western press delighted in the absurdity of the moment 
and branded it “Ping-Pong Diplomacy.” But for the Chinese, 
Ping-Pong was always political, a strategic cog in Mao 
Zedong’s foreign policy. Nicholas Griffin proves that from its 
first breath, the game was tied to Communism. AVAILABLE 
JANUARY 7TH

Company Man by John Rizzo
Rizzo offers a direct window into the CIA and 
is the first CIA official to ever describe what 
“black sites” look like from the inside, while 
providing the most comprehensive account 
ever written of the “torture tape” fiasco 

surrounding the interrogation of Al Qaeda suspect Abu 
Zubaydah and the birth, growth, and death of the enhanced 
interrogation program. Spanning more than three decades, 
this is the most authoritative insider account of the CIA 
ever written. AVAILABLE JANUARY 7TH

For the Benefit of Those  
Who See by Rosemary Mahoney
Rosemary Mahoney tells the story of Braille 
Without Borders, the first school for the 
blind in Tibet, and of Sabriye Tenberken, the 
remarkable blind woman who founded the 

school. As part of her research, Rosemary spent three 
months teaching at Tenberken’s international training 
center for blind adults in Kerala, India, an experience that 
reveals both the shocking oppression endured by the world’s 
blind, as well as their great resilience, integrity, ingenuity, 
and strength. AVAILABLE JANUARY 14TH

Little Failure by Gary Shteyngart
Born Igor Shteyngart in Leningrad in the twi-
light of the Soviet Union, Igor became Gary 
upon his family’s immigration to the United 
States in the late 1970s. Swinging between a 
Soviet home life and American aspirations, 

Shteyngart was living in two contradictory worlds. Little 
Failure is a memoir of an immigrant family coming to 
America, as told by a lifelong misfit who forged from his 
imagination an essential literary voice and, against all odds, 
a place in the world. AVAILABLE JANUARY 7TH

The Death Class 
by Erika Hayasaki
When nurse Norma Bowe decided to teach a 
course on death at a college in New Jersey, she 
never expected it to be popular. But year after 
year students crowd into her classroom. Under 

the guise of discussions about last wills and last breaths 
and visits to cemeteries and crematoriums, Norma teaches 
her students to find grace in one another. Journalist Erika 
Hayasaki’s expert reporting brings Norma’s wisdom out of 
the classroom, transforming it into an inspiring lesson for 
all. AVAILABLE JANUARY 14TH

The Priority List 
by David Menasche
When a six-year battle with brain cancer ulti-
mately stole David Menasche’s vision, memory, 
mobility, and his ability to continue teaching, 
he decided to end his treatments and make life 

his classroom. David turned to Facebook with an audacious 
plan: a journey across America to see how his former stu-
dents were faring in life. Traveling 8000+ miles, and visiting 
hundreds of his students, David’s fearless journey forces 
us to stop and consider our own Priority List. AVAILABLE 
JANUARY 14TH

The Answer to the Riddle  
Is Me by David Stuart MacLean
On October 17, 2002 David MacLean “woke 
up” in India with no idea who he was or why he 
was there. Upon returning to the U.S. David 
struggled to piece together the fragments of 

his former life. The Answer to the Riddle Is Me asks readers 
to confront the essential questions of our age: In our geo-
graphically and chemically fluid world, what makes me who 
I am? And how much can be stripped away before I become 
someone else entirely? AVAILABLE JANUARY 14TH

The Trip to Echo Spring
by Olivia Laing
Olivia Laing examines the link between cre-
ativity and alcohol through the work and lives 
of six men: F. Scott Fitzgerald, Hemingway, 
Tennessee Williams, John Berryman, John 

Cheever, and Raymond Carver. Olivia grew up in an alco-
holic family herself. Wanting to make sense of this ferocious, 
entangling disease, she took a journey across America, piec-
ing together a topographical map of alcoholism. The Trip 
to Echo Spring strips away the myth of the alcoholic writer 
to reveal the terrible price creativity can exert. AVAILABLE 
NOW

Duty by Robert M. Gates
Before Robert M. Gates received a call from 
the White House in 2006, he thought he’d 
left Washington politics behind: after work-
ing for six presidents, he was happy in his 
role as president of Texas A&M University. 

But when he was asked to help a nation mired in two 
wars, he answered what he felt was the call of duty. Now, 
in this unsparing memoir he takes us behind the scenes 
of his nearly five years as a secretary at war. AVAILABLE 
JANUARY 14TH

Promise Land
by Jessica Lamb-Shapiro
The daughter of a child psychologist, Jessica 
grew up immersed in the culture of self-help. 
But it wasn’t until her thirties that Jessica 
wondered why she wasn’t better adjusted. 

Through a series of seminars, books, and more, Jessica 
began to realize she was circling a larger problem: her 
mother’s death when she was a toddler. Promise Land is a 
wise account of a young woman’s journey through her own 
psyche toward the most difficult stage of grown-up emo-
tional life: acceptance. AVAILABLE JANUARY 7TH

Badluck Way by Bryce Andrews
Sun Ranch’s twenty thousand acres of range-
land occupy a still-wild corner of southwest 
Montana. Badluck Way is Andrews’ memo-
rable recounting of marathon days and nights 
spent learning the hard business of caring for 

cattle, an initiation that changes him from an idealistic city 
kid into a skilled ranch hand. But when wolves suddenly 
begin killing the ranch’s cattle, Andrews has to shoulder a 
rifle, chase the pack, and do what he’d hoped he would never 
have to do. AVAILABLE JANUARY 7TH

The Real Jane Austen
by Paula Byrne
Acclaimed biographer Paula Byrne explores 
the forces that shaped the interior life of one of 
the most beloved novelists in the English lan-
guage: her father’s religious faith; her mother’s 

aristocratic pedigree; her eldest brother’s adoption; her 
relatives in the East and West Indies; the family’s amateur 
theatricals; and her determination throughout her long 
struggle to become a published author. The woman who 
emerges is far tougher, more socially and politically aware, 
and altogether more modern than the conventional picture. 
AVAILABLE JANUARY 7TH

My Beloved World
by Sonia Sotomayor
The first Hispanic and third woman appointed 
to the U.S. Supreme Court, Sonia Sotomayor 
shares her journey from life in a Bronx hous-
ing project to the federal bench with candor 

and intimacy. Along the way we see how she was shaped 
by her invaluable mentors, and the modern version of 
extended family she has created. Through her still-aston-
ished eyes, America’s infinite possibilities are envisioned 
anew in this warm and honest book, destined to become 
a classic of self-invention and self-discovery. AVAILABLE 
JANUARY 7TH

Wave by Sonali Deraniyagala
On the morning of December 26, 2004, on the 
southern coast of Sri Lanka, Sonali Deraniya-
gala lost her parents, her husband, and her two 
young sons in the tsunami she miraculously 
survived. In this brave and searingly frank 

memoir, she describes those first horrifying moments and 
the difficult balance between the almost unbearable remind-
ers of her loss and the need to keep her family, somehow, 
still alive within her. AVAILABLE NOW
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ALAMEDA

8 Wednesday · 7:00 PM
The Neptune Garden Book Club will 
discuss Wolf Hall by Hilary Mante.

14 Tuesday · 7:00 PM
Alameda’s Young Adult 
Book Club (ages 13+) will 

discuss Relic by Renee Collins.

16 Thursday · 7:00 PM
The Big Yes Society Dis-
cussion Group will discuss 

Living Beautifully: With Uncertainty 
and Change by Pema Chödrön.

17 Friday · 5:00 PM
The Our Parents Made Us Do 
This Book Club will discuss 

The Book Thief by Markus Zusak.

23 Thursday · 7:00 PM
Desert Island Book Club will dis-
cuss Bait by J. Kent Messum.

26 Sunday · 2:00 PM
The B.G.P. Social Network 
Book Society (ages 16 & 

up) will discuss My Beloved World by 
Sonia Sotomayor.
■ Sunday · 6:00PM
The Intimates: East Bay Queer Book Club 
welcome special guest Daniel Levesque, 
discussing his book Hairdresser on Fire.

BERKELEY

4 Saturday · 9:30 AM
The First Saturday Book Club 
will discuss The Elegance of the 

Hedgehog by Muriel Barbery.

BURLINGAME

9 Thursday · 7:00 PM
The Recommended By A 
Stranger Book Club will dis-

cuss The Leftovers by Tom Perotta.

30 Thursday · 7:00 PM
The Is That A Gun in Your 
Pocket? Book Club will 

discuss Death at La Fenice: A Com-
missario Guido Brunetti Mystery by 
Donna Leon.

THE CASTRO

8 Wednesday · 7:00 PM
The SFLGBT Book Club will 
discuss Season of the Witch: 

Enchantment, Terror, and Deliverance 
in the City of Love by David Talbot. 

14 Tuesday · 6:30 PM
The Central SF Classic Lit 
Book Club will discuss East 

of Eden by John Steinbeck.

LAUREL VILLAGE

7 Tuesday · 7:00 PM 
The Women We’d Like To Lunch 
With Book Club will discuss 

Birds of a Lesser Paradise by Megan 
Mayhew Bergman.

11 Saturday · 1:00 PM
The Wild Girls Mother 
Daughter Book Club will 

discuss Counting by 7s by Holly 
Goldberg Sloan.

12 Sunday · 1:00 PM
The Adventurous Readers 
Club will discuss Ghost 

Hawk by Susan Cooper.

21 Tuesday · 7:00 PM
The Foreign Intrigue Book 
Club will discuss Rock 

Paper Tiger by Lisa Brackmann.

22 Wednesday · 6:00 PM
The Young@Heart Book 
Club will discuss Out of 

the Easy by Ruta Sepetys.

* Thursdays · 3:30 PM
The BOOK BITES: Tasty 
Tales in Twenty read aloud 

series meets at 3:30 every Thurs-
day and reads stories for newly 
independent readers (ages 6-8).

THE MARINA

14 Tuesday · 7:00 PM
The Miss Jane Austen Book 
Club will discuss Evelina by 

Fanny Birney.

17 Friday · 10:00 AM
Baby’s First Book Club will meet.

21 Tuesday · 7:00 PM
The Cooks & Books Book 
Club will discuss Best Food 

Writing 2013 edited by Holly Hughes.

29 Tuesday · 7:30 PM
Classics I Forgot To Read 
will discuss Parade’s End 

by Ford Madox Ford.

MOUNTAIN VIEW

12Tuesday · 7:00 PM
The Politically Inspired 
Book Club will discuss 

Brave New World by Aldous Huxley.

13 Monday · 7:30 PM
The Broken Compass 
Adventure Book Club will 

discuss Kon-Tiki by Thor Heyerdahl.

19 Sunday · 5:00 PM
Night Of The Living Book 
Club will discuss The Great 

and Secret Show by Clive Barker.

27 Monday · 7:00 PM
The Hands On Bay Area 
Book Club will discuss Law 

Man: My Story of Robbing Banks, Win-
ning Supreme Court Cases, and Finding 
Redemption by Shon Hopwood.

OPERA PLAZA

11 Saturday · 10:00 AM
The Second Saturday Book 
Club will meet.

26 Sunday · 11:00 AM
The World Affairs Council 
Book Club will discuss 

1984 by George Orwell.

PALO ALTO

12 Sunday · 6:00 pM
The Speculative Fiction 
Book Club will discuss 

Cloud Atlas by David Mitchell.

14Tuesday · 6:00 PM 
The Book Busters Middle 
Reader Book Club (ages 12+) 

will discuss The Hitchhiker’s Guide to 
the Galaxy by Douglas Adams.

20 Monday · 6:00 pM
The NYM-Actual-Book 
Club (ages 14+) will meet.

28 Tuesday · 7:00 pM
The Fourth Tuesday (Mar-
gie’s) Book Club will meet.

· Coming in Paper · 7January
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Life After Life by Kate Atkinson
England, 1910 — Ursula Todd is born and imme-
diately dies. On that same night, Ursula Todd is 
born and embarks upon an unusual life. For as 
Ursula grows she also repeatedly dies. As the cen-
tury marches towards World War II can Ursula’s 

apparently infinite number of lives give her the power to save 
the world from its inevitable destiny? AVAILABLE JANUARY 7TH

The Shining Girls 
by Lauren Beukes
In Depression-era Chicago, Harper Curtis 
finds a key to a house that opens on to other 
times. But it comes at a cost. He has to kill the 
shining girls: bright young women, burning 

with potential. After stalking his victims through their lives 
and across different eras, Harper finally meets his match in 
1989’s Kirby Mazrachi. AVAILABLE JANUARY 14TH

The Colour of Milk
by Nell Leyshon
Mary and her three sisters rise every day to 
backbreaking farmwork. When her monoto-
nous days are broken after their anger-filled 
father sends her to work for the local vicar 

and his invalid wife, Mary finds herself in an unsettling new 
world. Finding escape, and knowledge, in the vicar’s collec-
tion of books, Mary discovers that knowledge can destroy 
even as it empowers. AVAILABLE JANUARY 7TH

A History of the Present  
Illness by Louise Aronson
Based on personal experience and addressing topics 
of current social relevance, Aronson takes readers 
into overlooked lives in the neighborhoods, hospitals, 
and nursing homes of San Francisco, revealing an 

honest and compassionate view of what it means to be a doctor and 
a patient, while exploring the role of stories in medicine, and speak-
ing truths about what makes us human. AVAILABLE JANUARY 14TH

Love Is a Canoe by Ben Schrank
Peter Herman became a folk hero in 1960 after 
penning his relationship book, Marriage Is a 
Canoe. Fifty years later and Peter is a recent wid-
ower, passing his time with a woman he admires 
but doesn’t love. When his publisher contacts 

him with a contest idea to celebrate his books anniversary, 
Peter must confront what he meant when he stated “marriage 
is a canoe.” AVAILABLE JANUARY 7TH

A Tale for the Time Being
by Ruth Ozeki
In Tokyo, sixteen-year-old Nao has decided to take 
her own life. But first, she plans to document the 
life of her great grandmother. Across the Pacific, 
Ruth discovers a collection of artifacts washed 

ashore in a Hello Kitty lunchbox. As the mystery of its contents 
unfolds, Ruth is pulled into the past, into Nao’s drama and her 
unknown fate, and forward into her own future. AVAILABLE NOW

The River Swimmer by Jim Harrison
A stunning collection of novellas, The River 
Swimmer is a portrait of two men, one young and 
one older, confronting inconvenient loves and 
the encroachment of urbanity on nature. Shot 
through with Harrison’s trademark wit and keen 

insight into the human condition, this collection serves as an 
exceptional reminder of why Jim Harrison is one of the most 
cherished and important writers at work today. AVAILABLE NOW

Vampires in the Lemon Grove
by Karen Russell
A dazzling collection of stories that showcase Rus-
sell’s gifts at their inimitable best: From a teenager 
communicating with the universe via talismanic 
objects, to girls held captive in a silk factory trans-

muting into human silkworms, and so much more, Russell has 
created vivid worlds with magical elements that touch on the 
frailty and strength of humanity. AVAILABLE JANUARY 14TH

The Power of Habit
by Charles Duhigg
Charles Duhigg takes us to the edge of scientific 
discoveries that explain why habits exist and 
how they can be changed. With penetrating 
intelligence, Duhigg brings to life a whole new 

understanding of human nature and its potential for transforma-
tion, showing how we can change the course of our businesses, 
our communities, and our lives. AVAILABLE JANUARY 7TH

BOOKS INC. Clubs Calendar

www.booksinc.net

It’s a 
New Year, and 

it’s time for a new 
look! Beginning January 

2014, the book club formerly 
known as The Healthy Lives Book 
Club will transition to a mystery 
book club, called ... Ready? It’s 
pretty darn good: The Is That A 
Gun In Your Pocket? Book Club. 

So join us for thrills, chills, 
books, and lively chats!

COMING FEBRUARY 2014 Love fiction with the occasional sprinkle 
of non-fiction? Looking for an outlet to share this love with other passionate 
readers? Have we got what you’re looking for! Books Inc. Mountain View proudly 
introduces The Mostly Fiction Book Club I and II! With two options to discuss 
a shared monthly selection, making it to the discussions will be a breeze. So join 
the fun for the first, or second, discussion of Me Before You by Jojo Moyes. 
Mostly Fiction I · February 3 · 7:15 PM  |  Mostly Fiction II · February 9 · 7:00 PM
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Baby Bear by Kadir Nelson
Powerhouse illustrator and storyteller, 
Kadir Nelson, lends his masterful hand 
to this deceptively simple tale of a baby 
bear. Lost in the American wilderness, 

Baby Bear consults all manner of fauna, who gently 
give him philosophical advice. Using his signature lush 
and painterly illustrations to great achievement, Mr. 
Nelson has given us all a perfect story to share before 
bedtime. (FOR AGES 3-7) AVAILABLE JANUARY 7TH

I Carry Your Heart with 
Me by E. E. Cummings
Share E. E. Cummings’ heartfelt poem 
with your little one, in this gorgeous 

adaptation for young readers. The poem appears in full 
throughout the pages of this immaculately illustrated 
book, illuminating the strong bond between mother 
and child. With illustrations from local artist, Mati Rose 
McDonough, this book will make a lovely gift for the 
whole family. (FOR AGES 3+) AVAILABLE JANUARY 14TH

The Copernicus Legacy: 
The Forbidden Stone 
by Tony Abbot
Want puzzles? Intrigue? ACTION? … No? 

You don’t? That’s weird. All those things sound awesome 
to me. I guess I’ll just go over to this corner and read this 
new, action-packed, page-turning start to a rad new series 
on my own, then. It’s cool. You’re not invited anyway. Just 
more Copernicus Legacy for me. You probably wouldn’t 
like it, unless you dig authors like Rick Riordan and Rid-
ley Pearson. (FOR AGES 8-12) AVAILABLE JANUARY 7TH

The Impossible Knife of 
Memory by Laurie Halse Anderson
There are few young adult authors as 
revered as Laurie Halse Anderson; books 
such as Speak and Wintergirls have 

changed the way a generation of teens talk about dif-
ficult issues. Now she’s back, and true to form she’s 
taken on family inheritance and PTSD, in a stunning 
new novel wrought with unflinching honesty and 
masterful prose. Gripping and compelling, this book 
is well suited for discussion between teens and adults. 
(FOR AGES 14+) AVAILABLE JANUARY 7TH

A Book of Babies by Il Sung Na
From duckies to zebras, this aptly 
titled Book of Babies will take your 
baby on a world tour, from the small-
est, most adorable vantage point. Il 

Sung Na’s soft but vibrantly colored illustration style 
pairs perfectly with her poetic language.  And don’t 
forget the hunt and find element: there’s a duckling 
hidden on each page of this lovely new book! (FOR 
AGES INFANT TO 3) AVAILABLE JANUARY 7TH

Henny by Elizabeth Stanton
Ok. So maybe Henny isn’t like the other 
chickens. In a pretty noticeable way… 
where there should be feathery, chick-
eny, wings Henny has arms. Pink, human 

arms. But Henny’s mother loves her anyway, and after 
some hilarious trial and error, Henny learns to accept and 
love herself, too.  Silliness abounds in this tale of an oddly-
formed fowl in a manner sure to delight your little chicks. 
(FOR AGES 4 TO 8) AVAILABLE JANUARY 7TH

KIDS EVENTS!

4 4:00 PM · Mountain View · 
301 Castro St · 650-428-1234

Chairman of the Mars Institute, 
planetary scientist at the SETI 
Institute, and director of the 
NASA Haughton-Mars Project at 
NASA Ames Research Center, Dr. 
Pascal Lee shows kids how they 
can start training to join the first 
crew to the Red Planet projected 
for 2035 with Mission: Mars, a visu-
ally-driven manual and reference 
book for future Mars explorers. 

8 6:00 PM · SF · Laurel 
Village · 3515 California St 
· 415-221-3666

Pajama Party at Laurel Village!  Put 
on your Jammies and join the 
party!  Literary Mamas will be 
here to read sto-
ries and take 
part in the 
fun.  Visit 
www.liter-
arymama.
com for 
details!

16 4:30 PM · Burlingame · 
1375 Burlingame Ave · 
650-685-4911

Learn all about Bad Kitty and New 
York Times bestselling-author 
Nick Bruel with the latest hilarious 
installment in the feline series, Bad 
Kitty Drawn to Trouble. When Bad 
Kitty must share the spotlight with 
her own creator, a delightful and 
helpful hybrid is born! So bring 
your little ones for what is sure to 
be an afternoon full of inspiration, 
and just the right amount of bad.

BOOKS INC. Laurel Village loves 

Kevin Henkes!

Here at Laurel Village we love Kevin Henkes so much,  
we wrote an ode to the Caldecott winner:

 
Your stories are winners. Your pictures are, too.

Whenever we read you, we never feel blue.

Your books are about kittens, bad days, and bears, too

(and oh yeah, there’s even a plastic purse of purple hue!)

Mr. Henkes, all your tales ring true.

Love, 

BOOKS INC. Laurel Village

Barbara Park  (April 21, 1947 – November 15, 2013)

In late 2013, we lost one of the greats in children’s lit-
erature, author Barbara Park. Ms. Park is best known 
for creating the beloved character Junie B. Jones, who 
starred in over thirty, outrageously hilarious chapter 

books. As she said of her creation: “I’ve never been 
sure whether Junie B.’s fans love her in spite of her 

imperfections… or because of them. But either way, 
she’s gone out into the world and made more friends 

than I ever dreamed possible.” 

Charlotte Zolotow  (June 26, 1915 – November 19, 2013)

We are also saddened by the loss of children’s litera-
ture veteran, Charlotte Zolotow. Author of beloved 
books such as William’s Pen and Mr. Rabbit and the 
Lovely Present, Mrs. Zolotow wrote over 90 books for 
children in her 96 years of life. When she wasn’t writ-
ing children’s books, she was editing them. “I didn’t 
happen accidentally into the field of children’s litera-
ture,” she said.  Her lifelong commitment to childhood 
literacy left a legacy of wonderful stories. 

IN MEMORIAM

Best known for her Dragon Riders of Pern series, Anne remains a favorite amongst 
Books Inc. staffers, and now, in remembrance of her life and work, we are featuring her 
books company wide. Says Elizabeth Jenkins of Books Inc. Alameda: “For me, Anne 
McCaffrey was the first time I saw the strong girl in children’s lit—As a teen reading 
her books, it was an entirely different thing. To see a girl as a soldier… it was so new. 
And we were ALL reading it. That’s why she’s so important to me. That’s why I’m still 
telling people about her.” Ms. McCaffrey certainly rocked the way our Elizabeth reads, 

and we think she’ll rock the way you do, too.

ROCK THE WAY YOU READ: ANNE MCCAFFREY

www.booksinc.net




