
The 2014 Season is in full swing again at the beautifully renovated Nourse Theater — here are February’s fea-
tured events!

ENDORSE READING

By Len Vlahos 
Do I endorse reading? My entire life has been dominated by two 
powerful forces — words and music. Cue the flashback special f/x…

1968-71: My mom reads me Ferdinand the Bull every night. My love of 
books, and my future dislike of fighting and bees, is firmly established. 

Santa brings me a two-octave Magnus organ. The whirring fan is 
louder than the music made by depressing any of the keys, but I still 
manage to co-write my first song. It’s inspired by the television show 
Good Times and is called “Dyn-o-mite.”

1974-77: I read Lester Del Rey’s Runaway Robot, and my fascination 
with science, space, and the future is born. I will go on to read a 
LOT of science fiction. 

I play trumpet in the elementary school band, my practice ses-
sions torturing my parents, siblings, pets, and neighbors. This might 
be when my older brother moves out. Mercifully (for others, not me) 
braces end my brief career as a horn player. 

1978: I get my first guitar. My life is changed forever. 

1979-83: My tenth grade essay on “Sesame Street 2020”—in which 
Bert and Ernie are a gay couple living together, the Count teaches 
counting by loading bullets into a revolver, and Oscar The Grouch is 
a methadone addict—earns an “A” from my forward thinking Eng-
lish teacher. It gets me hooked on writing. 

My twelfth grade English teacher introduces me to Shakespeare’s 
sonnets, and I start to understand lyricism. 

My friends and I found Woofing Cookies, an original punk pop 
band. We play our first gig at CBGBs.

1983-87: I enroll in NYU film school, where I also work my first 
bookstore job. College doesn’t stick; I go back to playing music.

Woofing Cookies puts out a record, goes on the road, our van 
breaks down. We’re stranded in Georgia. (This later becomes the 
backdrop for The Scar Boys.) We also get signed to a label, put out a 
full-length LP, and break up. It all happens too fast.  

While I have the flu with a 103˚ fever, I read John Fowles’ The 
Magus in two days. It is the strangest reading experience of my life. 

FEBRUARY
The experience you CAN’T download
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Visit www.booksinc.net 
for the absolute latest 

event information!

Meet software engineer, and self-declared science geek for all things space travel, orbital 
dynamics, relative physics, and astronomy, Andy Weir sharing his highly anticipated debut 
novel, The Martian. Andy will be in conversation Dr. Pascal Lee, a Planetary Scientist at the 
SETI Institute. He is Co-Founder and Chairman of the Mars Institute, and Director of the 
Haughton-Mars Project (HMP) at NASA Ames Research Center.

WAR OF THE WORLDS: SCIENCE VS FICTION

In this 
newsletter

Books Inc. presents the international bestselling author 
Isabel Allende celebrating the release of Ripper, a taut and 
highly addictive thriller set in San Francisco. We’ll 
also be celebrating with a themed cocktail cre-
ated just for this event, cheers! This is a ticketed 
event. Tickets are $60 and include a signed 
first edition of Ripper and brunch. Go to www.
brownpapertickets.com/event/547085 for 
tickets now — space is limited!!

SUNDAY BRUNCH AT THE CHAPEL  
WITH ISABEL ALLENDE
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The Days of Anna Madrigal
by Armistead Maupin
The final novel in the Tales of the City 
series follows one of modern literature’s 
most indelible characters — Anna Madrigal 
— as she embarks on a road trip outside of 

Winnemucca, Nevada where the sixteen-year-old boy she 
once was ran away from the whorehouse he called home. 
With Brian and his beat-up RV, she journeys into the dusty, 
troubled heart of her Depression-era childhood to unearth 
a lifetime of secrets and dreams, and to attend to unfinished 
business she has long avoided. AVAILABLE NOW

The Girl with a Clock for a 
Heart by Peter Swanson
George Foss, a forty-year-old employee of a 
Boston literary magazine, spends most of his 
evenings at his local tavern talking about the 
Red Sox and obsessing over his lost college 

love, Liana. Then suddenly, Liana reappears — and she 
needs his help. George knows she’s trouble. But he can’t say 
no — he never could — and soon his quiet life is gone as he is 
pulled into a world of lies, betrayal, and murder from which 
there is no sure escape. AVAILABLE FEBRUARY 4TH

The Book of Jonah
by Joshua Max Feldman
Jonah Jacobstein is a lucky man: healthy and 
handsome, with two beautiful women ready to 
spend the rest of their lives with him, and an 
enormously successful career as a Manhattan 

lawyer. He’s celebrating a deal that will surely make him 
partner when a bizarre, unexpected biblical vision at a party 
changes everything. Hard as he tries to forget what he saw, 
this disturbing sign is only the first of many Jonah will wit-
ness, and before long his life is unrecognizable. AVAILABLE 
FEBRUARY 4TH

The UnAmericans
by Molly Antopol
A powerful collection of stories called by 
Jesmyn Ward, author of Salvage the Bones, 
“Beautiful, funny, fearless, exquisitely crafted 
and truly novelistic in scope.” Again and again, 

Molly Antopol’s deeply sympathetic characters struggle for 
footing in an uncertain world, hounded by forces beyond 
their control. Their voices are intimate and powerful and 
they resonate with searing beauty. Antopol is a superb 
young talent, and The UnAmericans will long be remem-
bered for its wit, humanity, and heart. AVAILABLE NOW

The Crane Wife by Patrick Ness
One night lonely George Duncan is woken by 
an astonishing sound and finds a great white 
crane that has been shot through the wing 
with an arrow. The next morning, he tries to 
go about his daily life, when through the front 
door of his print shop enters a woman. Her 

name is Kumiko, and she seems to hold the potential to 
change his entire life, if he could only get her to reveal the 
secret of who she is. AVAILABLE NOW

The Deliverance of Evil
by Roberto Costantini
Italy, 1982 — Elisa Sordi — an eighteen year-
old Vatican employee — vanishes. The case 
falls to young officer Michele Balistreri, who 
is annoyed to be interrupted during a party, 

so takes the case lightly. But when Elisa’s tortured corpse 
surfaces, Balistreri doubts he will ever be able to forgive 
himself for his inattention. Twenty-four years later the case 
may be heating up again, and Balisteri partners with investi-
gative journalist Linda Nardi with the goal of redeeming the 
darkest part of his past. AVAILABLE FEBRUARY 11TH

Dept. of Speculation
by Jenny Offill
“The wife” once exchanged love letters with 
her husband postmarked Dept. of Specula-
tion, their code name for all the uncertainty 
that inheres in life and in the strangely fluid 

confines of a long relationship. As they confront an array of 
common catastrophes the wife analyzes her predicament, 
invoking everything from Keats and Kafka to the lessons 
of doomed Russian cosmonauts. This is an exquisitely sus-
penseful love story that has the velocity of a train hurtling 
through the night at top speed. AVAILABLE NOW

The Martian by Andy Weir
Astronaut Mark Watney became one of the 
first people to walk on Mars. After a dust 
storm forces his crew to evacuate while think-
ing him dead, Mark finds himself completely 
alone with no way to even signal Earth that 
he’s alive — and even if he could get word out, 

his supplies would be gone long before a rescue could arrive. 
But Mark isn’t ready to give up yet. Will his resourcefulness 
be enough to overcome the impossible odds against him? 
AVAILABLE FEBRUARY 11TH

Silence Once Begun
by Jesse Ball
Over the course of several months, eight 
people vanish from their homes in the same 
Japanese town. Known as the “Narito Disap-
pearances,” the crime has authorities baffled 

— until a confession appears on the police’s doorstep, signed 
by Oda Sotatsu, a thread salesman. Sotatsu is arrested, 
jailed, and interrogated — but he refuses to speak with 
anyone. As journalist Jesse Ball interviews Sotatsu’s family, 
friends, and jailers, he uncovers a complex story of heart-
break, deceit, honor, and chance. AVAILABLE NOW

Still Life with Bread Crumbs
by Anna Quindlen
Still Life with Bread Crumbs begins with an 
imagined gunshot and ends with a new tin roof. 
Between the two is a wry and knowing portrait 
of Rebecca Winter, a photographer. Her career 

is now descendent, her bank balance shaky, and she has fled 
the city for the middle of nowhere. There she discovers, in a 
tree stand with a roofer named Jim Bates, that what she sees 
through a camera lens is not all there is to life. AVAILABLE NOW

The Secret of Raven Point
by Jennifer Vanderbes
1943 — When seventeen-year-old Juliet 
Dufresne discovers her brother has been 
reported missing in action, she lies about her 
age and travels to the front lines as an army 

nurse, determined to find him. Christopher Barnaby, a 
deserter awaiting court-martial, may hold the answer to her 
brother’s whereabouts — but the trauma of war has left him 
catatonic. Racing against the clock, Juliet works with an 
enigmatic young psychiatrist, Dr. Henry Willard, to break 
Barnaby’s silence before the authorities take him away. 
AVAILABLE FEBRUARY 4TH

Annihilation by Jeff VanderMeer
Area X has been cut off from the rest of the 
continent for decades. The first expedition 
returned with reports of a pristine Edenic 
landscape; members of the second expedi-
tion committed suicide; the third expedition 
died in a hail of gunfire as its members turned 

on one another; the members of the eleventh expedition 
returned as shadows of their former selves, and within 
months of their return, all had died of aggressive cancer. 
This is the twelfth expedition. AVAILABLE FEBRUARY 4TH

Golden State
by Michelle Richmond
Doctor Julie Walker has just signed her 
divorce papers when she receives news 
that her sister, Heather, has gone into labor. 
Though theirs is a strained relationship, 

Julie sets out for the hospital to be at her sister’s side — 
no easy task since the streets of San Francisco are filled 
with tension and strife. Infused with emotional depth 
and poignancy, Golden State takes readers on a journey 
over the course of a single, unforgettable day. AVAILABLE 
FEBRUARY 4TH

The Bear by Claire Cameron
While camping with her family, five-year-old 
Anna awakes in the night to the sound of her 
mother screaming. A rogue black bear is 
pouncing on her parents as prey. At her dying 
mother’s faint urging, Anna manages to get 
her brother into the family’s canoe and paddle 

away. Lost and completely alone, they find that their only 
hope resides in Anna’s heartbreaking love for her family, 
and her struggle to be brave when nothing in her world 
seems safe anymore. AVAILABLE FEBRUARY 11TH

Carthage by Joyce Carol Oates
Zeno Mayfield’s daughter has disappeared 
into the night, gone missing in the wilds of 
the Adirondacks. But when the community 
of Carthage joins a father’s frantic search for 
the girl, they discover the unlikeliest of sus-
pects — a decorated Iraq War veteran with 

close ties to the Mayfield family. As grisly evidence mounts 
against the troubled war hero, the family must wrestle 
with the possibility of having lost a daughter forever. 
AVAILABLE NOW

Strange Bodies 
by Marcel Theroux
In the ward of a notorious psychiatric hospital 
sits a man who insists that he is Dr. Nicholas 
Slopen, failed husband and impoverished 
Samuel Johnson scholar. Slopen has been 

dead for months, yet nothing can make this man change 
his story. What begins as a tale of apparent forgery grows 
to encompass a conspiracy between a Silicon Valley mogul 
and his Russian allies to exploit the darkest secret of 
Soviet technology: the Malevin Procedure. AVAILABLE 
FEBRUARY 4TH

Archetype by M.D. Waters
Emma wakes with no memory. Her husband, 
Declan, provides her with new memories, 
but her dreams contradict his stories, show-
ing her a past life she can’t believe possible: 
of war, of a camp where girls are trained to 
be wives, of love for another man. Emma 

fights for freedom but is held captive by the love of two 
men — one her husband, the other her worst enemy. If 
only she could remember which is which. . . . AVAILABLE 
FEBRUARY 6TH
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The Castle of Whispers
by Carole Martinez
In 1187, on the day of her wedding, the beautiful 
15-year-old Esclarmonde scandalizes the court 
when she refuses to accept the knight chosen 
by her father, the lord of the domain of Whis-

pers. She defies her father’s wishes and vows to give herself 
to God, for which he imprisons her in a cell adjoining the 
castle’s chapel. Instead of the peaceful solitude she sought, 
Esclarmonde finds in her cell the crossroads between the 
living and the dead. . . AVAILABLE FEBRUARY 4TH

Pioneer Girl by Bich Minh Nguyen
Lee Lien returns to her Chicago suburb from 
grad school when her brother disappears. 
The only thing he’s left behind: a gold-leaf 
brooch that might have belonged to Laura 
Ingalls Wilder. As Lee explores the tenuous 
facts of this connection, she unearths a trail of 

clues and enticements that lead her from the dusty stacks 
of library archives to hilarious prairie life reenactments 
and ultimately to San Francisco, where her findings will 
transform strangers’ lives as well as her own. AVAILABLE 
FEBRUARY 6TH

The Ghost of Mary Celeste
by Valerie Martin
In 1872 the American merchant vessel “Mary 
Celeste” was discovered adrift off the coast of 
Spain. Her cargo was intact and there was no 
sign of struggle, but the crew was gone. They 

were never found. Blending the elements of a ship sailing 
without a crew, a famous writer on the verge of enormous 
success, and the rise of an unorthodox and heretical reli-
gious fervor, this maritime mystery branches through the 
highest levels of late-nineteenth-century literary society. 
AVAILABLE NOW

An Officer and a Spy
by Robert Harris
Paris, 1895 — Alfred Dreyfus, a young Jewish 
officer, has just been convicted of treason, sen-
tenced to life imprisonment at Devil’s Island. 
Bringing to life the scandal that mesmerized 

the world at the turn of the twentieth century, Robert Har-
ris tells a tale of uncanny timeliness — a witch hunt, secret 
tribunals, out-of-control intelligence agencies, the fate of a 
whistle-blower — richly dramatized with the singular sto-
rytelling mastery that has marked all of his internationally 
best-selling novels. AVAILABLE NOW

Under the Wide and Starry 
Sky by Nancy Horan
Under the Wide and Starry Sky chronicles the 
unconventional love affair of Scottish literary 
giant Robert Louis Stevenson and Fanny Van 
de Grift Osbourne. They meet in rural France 

in 1875, when Fanny, having run away from her philander-
ing husband back in California, takes refuge there with her 
children. Stevenson too is escaping from his life, running 
from family pressure to become a lawyer. And so begins a 
turbulent love affair that will last two decades and span the 
world. AVAILABLE NOW

Wake by Anna Hope
“Wake: 1) Emerge or cause to emerge from 
sleep. 2) Ritual for the dead. 3) Consequence 
or aftermath.” 

London, 1920 — The city prepares to 
observe the two-year anniversary of Armistice 
Day with the burial of the Unknown Soldier 

and the lives of three women are braided together, their 
stories gathering tremendous power as the ties that bind 
them become clear, and the body of the unknown soldier 
moves closer and closer to its final resting place. AVAILABLE 
FEBRUARY 11TH

Winter People
by Jennifer McMahon
West Hall, Vermont, is a town of strange 
disappearances and old legends. The most 
mysterious is that of Sara Harrison Shea, who, 
in 1908, was found dead in the field behind her 

house just months after the tragic death of her daughter. 
Now, in present day, nineteen-year-old Ruthie lives in Sara’s 
farmhouse with her mother, Alice, and her sister, Fawn. 
When Alice vanishes without a trace, Ruthie discovers she 
may be the only one who can stop history from repeating 
itself. AVAILABLE FEBRUARY 11TH

The First True Lie
by Marina Mander
Meet Luca, a curious young boy living with 
his mother, a taciturn woman who “every 
now and then tries out a new father.” Luca 
keeps to himself, his cat, and his words. 

One morning his mom doesn’t wake up to bring him to 
school, and Luca decides to pretend to the world that his 
mom is still alive. But this remarkable narrative is not 
insufferably morbid. As Luca identifies himself indepen-
dently, a remarkable and fantastical narrative unfolds. 
AVAILABLE NOW

The Good Luck of Right Now
by Matthew Quick
For thirty-eight years, Bartholomew Neil has 
lived with his mother. When she passes away 
he has no idea how to find his flock and leave 
the nest. Until he discovers a cosmic con-

nection through a “Free Tibet” letter from Richard Gere 
stashed in his mother’s things. Soon the good luck of right 
now is leading him on a quest to find his father, accompanied 
by a band of colorful characters, and the spirit of Richard 
Gere, of course. AVAILABLE FEBRUARY 11TH

The Widow’s Guide to Sex 
and Dating by Carole Radziwill
Claire Byrne is a glamorous 34-year-old 
Manhattanite and the wife of a famous, 
slightly older man. Her husband, Charlie, is 
a renowned sexologist and writer. Pompous 

yet charming, supportive yet unfaithful; he’s a firm believer 
that sex and love can’t coexist for long. When Charlie unex-
pectedly dies from a freak accident, Claire must reinvent 
herself and comes to realize that she has an opportunity to 
find something bigger than she had before — maybe even, 
possibly, love. AVAILABLE FEBRUARY 11TH

North of Boston by Elisabeth Elo
When the fishing boat Pirio Kasparov is on 
gets rammed by a freighter, she finds herself 
abandoned in the North Atlantic. Somehow, 
she survives four hours in the water before 
being rescued by the Coast Guard. But the 
fishing boat’s owner and her professional fish-

erman friend, Ned, are not so lucky. Compelled to look after 
Ned’s son, Noah, and her childhood friend, Thomasina, Pirio 
can’t shake the lurking suspicion that the boat’s sinking 
— and Ned’s death — was no accident. AVAILABLE NOW

Cockroaches by Jo Nesbø
When the Norwegian ambassador to Thailand 
is found dead in a Bangkok brothel, Inspector 
Harry Hole is dispatched from Oslo to help 
hush up the case. But once he arrives Harry 
discovers that for every cockroach you see in 
your hotel room, there are hundreds behind 

the walls. Surrounded by round-the-clock traffic noise, 
Harry wanders the streets of Bangkok trying to piece 
together the story of the ambassador’s death, even though 
no one wants him to; not even Harry himself. AVAILABLE 
FEBRUARY 11TH

Follow Us on Facebook, Twitter, 
Pinterest & Tumblr

1992: I go to work at the American Booksellers 
Association and start my career as a book industry 
professional. 

Flash Forward (cue more special f/x)

2007: After years of trying, my love of words and 
music, along with my experience in Woofing Cookies, 
finally coalesces into something interesting, and the 
very first draft of The Scar Boys is born. Like a child, 
it will go through many phases (a.k.a, drafts). I treat it 
with alternate bouts of love and disdain. 

2008: My first son, Charlie, an actual child, is born. I 
read and sing to him every day and every night. Our 
favorite book is The Lorax, but we read Ferdinand, too. 
I can see how words and music will shape his life, just 
as they’ve shaped mine. 

Today: I have realized my dream of being a writer, and I 
even get to bring my guitar to my book tour events. 

So, do I endorse reading? Heck 
yes. More importantly, I think 
reading (and writing and 
music) endorses me. 

Len Vlahos’ new book, The 
Scar Boys,  is available in a 
Books Inc. store near you 
now!

ENDORSE READING
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2 5:00 PM · SF · Opera Plaza ·  
601 Van Ness · 415-776-1111

Founder of HappyWivesClub.com — a com-
munity of more than 150,000 women in over 
100 countries, and named #1 marriage web-
site by About.com — Fawn Weaver shares 
her journey to 12 countries and 6 continents 
to “prove love and marriage still go hand-in-
hand,” and to debunk decades of the media’s 
bombardment of unhappy wives and daunt-
ing divorces with the stunning, Happy Wives 
Club: One Woman’s Search for the Secrets of a 
Great Marriage.

4 7:00 PM · SF · Opera Plaza ·  
601 Van Ness · 415-776-1111

Not Your Mother’s Book Club™ proudly 
presents a night full of newness with 
National Book Award finalist Sara Zarr, and 
acclaimed author Tara Altebrando, sharing 
their glorious collaboration, Roomies — fol-
lowing the lives of two incoming freshman 
at UC Berkeley, Roomies is half set in New 
Jersey and half set in our own SAN FRAN-
CISCO! We love it, and we think you will 
too. So come kick it with team Not Your 
Mother’s Book Club and these two talented 
ladies!

7:00 PM · Palo Alto · Town & Country Vil-
lage · 650-321-0600

H.S. Kim shares Waxing Moon, an epic story 
set in feudal 19th century Korea, in the 
household of wealthy landowner Mr. O. As 
the servants and wives within the household 
compete for a greater degree of influence, 
the political unrest outside steers Korea 
through the tension of the Joseon Dynasty. 
Told with warmth and humor, this histori-
cal novel is a passionate look at characters 
driven by ambition yet tempered by love.

7:30 PM · SF · The Castro · 2275 Market St 
· 415-864-6777

An international bestselling author, as well 
as one of the Middle East’s most celebrated 
voices, the prodigiously talented Rabih 
Alameddine celebrates the launch of his lat-
est tour de force, An Unnecessary Woman — a 
breathtaking portrait of a reclusive woman’s 
late-life crisis set in Beirut, as well as a love 
letter to literature and its power to define 
who we are.

5 5:00 PM · Alameda · 1344 Park St · 
510-522-2226

New York Times bestseller Steve Hockensmith 
celebrates the launch of the second novel 
in the Nick and Tesla series, Nick and Tesla’s 
Robot Army Rampage. When their Uncle Newt 
lands a consulting gig at a cut-rate amuse-
ment park, Nick and Tesla have unlimited 
access to its’ fun — That is, until they dis-
cover one of the employees has a sinister 
plan. Featuring blueprints and instructions 
for five projects, learning about science has 
never been so dangerous — or so much fun!

6:00 PM · SF · Laurel Village ·  
3515 California St · 415-221-3666

Pajama Party at Laurel Village! Put on your 
Jammies and join the party! Literary Mamas 
will be here to read stories and take part in the 
fun. Visit www.literarymama.com for details!

7:00 PM · SF · Opera Plaza · 
601 Van Ness · 415-776-1111

Books Inc. Opera Plaza presents a night of 
poetry featuring Poet Laureate of Livermore, 
California from 2005 to 2009 Connie Post, 
celebrating the release of her latest collection 
Floodwater, former Stegner Fellow Robin Ekiss, 
sharing from The Mansion of Happiness, and 
recipient of the 2010 T.S. Eliot Poetry Prize 
Dean Rader, sharing from Works and Days. 

7:00 PM · Palo Alto · Town & Country Vil-
lage · 650-321-0600

With stories featured in Glimmer Train, the 
Oxford American, Salon, The Believer, and the 
Guardian — among others, New York Times 
bestselling author Michelle Richmond shares 
Golden State, a powerful and mesmerizing novel 
set over the course of a single, unforgettable day 
which explores the intricacies of marriage, family, 
and the profound moments that shape our lives. 

7:00 PM · SF · JCCSF · 3200 California St · 
415-292-1200

The JCCSF presents Isabel Allende, discuss-
ing her latest, Ripper, in conversation with 
Barbara Lane.

6 7:00 PM · SF · The Marina ·  
2251 Chestnut St · 415-931-3633

New York Times bestselling author Jen Lancaster 

shares her latest witty novel, Twisted Sisters. 
When Reagan Bishop’s self-help show is picked 
up by a national network the pressure is on to 
raise the ratings. When the solution to this comes 
in the form of advice from the show’s New Age 
healer, Reagan’s newfound power brings both 
positive change, and ignites sibling rivalry. . .

7:00 PM · SF · Opera Plaza ·  
601 Van Ness · 415-776-1111

Award-winning writer, filmmaker, teacher, 
and editor Phil Cousineau shares the perfect 
companion for those nights when sleep just 
won’t come with the anthology, Burning the 
Midnight Oil. Complete with a foreword by Jeff 
“The Dude” Dowd, this eclectic and electric 
collection of soulful poems and prose from 
great thinkers through the ages will trans-
form your sleepless nights and prepare you 
to languorously greet the first rays of dawn.

7:00 PM · Palo Alto · Town & Country Vil-
lage · 650-321-0600

Editor, creative writing professor, and author 
John M. Daniel celebrates the joy of books and 
bookselling and also explores the many ways 
people get into trouble — deadly serious trou-
ble — when they fail to communicate, with 
Hooperman: A Bookstore Mystery. Set in 1972 
Palo Alto, this delightful whodunnit is just the 
right balance of oddball, laughs, and love.

7:00 PM · Alameda · 1344 Park St ·  
510-522-2226

Documentary filmmaker, music video director, 
journalist, and winner of a 2011 Grammy for 
his liner notes to the Big Star box set “Keep 
an Eye on the Sky,” author & legendary music 
chronicler Robert Gordon shares the story of 
the epic rise, tragic fall, and rebirth of the leg-
endary Memphis record label, Stax Records, a 
treasured cultural institution that helped cul-
tivate Southern soul and Memphis soul music 
styles with the masterfully written, Respect 
Yourself: Stax Records and the Soul Explosion.

7:30 PM · SF · The Castro · 2275 Market St 
· 415-864-6777

San Francisco Sheriff’s Captain Kevin Fisher-
Paulson shares his touching take on what makes 
a family, and what keeps families thriving, with A 
Song for Lost Angels, an intimate history of a fam-
ily of two men plus triplets that came together 
suddenly one day, and thrived for a year before 
being torn apart by groundless prejudice. An 
essential read for parents of every description, 
Kevin’s powerful story takes the discussion of 
gay marriage in America to the next level. 

7 7:00 PM · Berkeley · 1760 4th Street · 
510-525-7777

Previous ten year editor for the East Bay 
Monthly’s Shop Talk and Shopping Around 
features, Andrea Pflaumer shares her concise 
and thorough tips to the basic principles of 
clothing selection based on knowledge from 
some of the world’s top color and style experts 
with the enlightening and essential guide, 
Shopping for the Real You: 10 Essential Steps to 
a Better Wardrobe for Every Woman. Complete 
with full-color illustrations, charts, and ques-
tionnaires this is a foolproof guide to great 
fashion, no matter what your budget may be!

9 12:00 PM · SF · The Chapel ·  
777 Valencia St · 415-864-6777

Books Inc. proudly presents Sunday Brunch 
at The Chapel with international bestselling 
author Isabel Allende celebrating the release 
of Ripper, a taut and highly addictive thriller 
set in San Francisco. This is a ticketed event. 
Ticket includes a signed first edition of Ripper 
and brunch. We’ll also be celebrating with a 
themed cocktail created just for this event, 
cheers! To purchase your ticket visit: www.
brownpapertickets.com/event/547085

10 7:00 PM · SF · JCCSF · 3200 
California St · 415-292-1200

The JCCSF presents an Off the Page reading 
of All Aunt Hagar’s Children by Edward P. Jones, 
performed by Word for Word Performing Arts 
Company.

11 7:00 PM · SF · Opera Plaza ·  
601 Van Ness · 415-776-1111

Contributing editor at The New York Times, 
and editor of the popular Modern Love column 
since its inception in 2004, Daniel Jones shares 
Love Illuminated: Exploring Life’s Most Mystifying 
Subject (with the Help of 50,000 Strangers), a witty, 
wise, and one-of-a-kind look at relationships, 
dating, marriage, love, and all the moral, philo-
sophical and practical aspects that come with 
having a partner on this crazy ride called Life.

7:30 PM · SF · Nourse Theater · 275 Hayes 
Street · 415-392-4400

City Arts & Lectures presents The Neurobiology 
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lage · 650.321.0600

SAN FRANCISCO
Opera Plaza · 601 Van 

Ness · 415.776.1111

Visit
BOOKS INC. 

locations

www.booksinc.net· BOOKS INC. Events @BooksIncEvents ·February
20144

Rabih 
Alameddine

Michelle 
Richmond

Jen Lancaster

Daniel Jones



SAN FRANCISCO
The Castro · 2275  

Market St · 415.864.6777

SAN FRANCISCO
The  Marina · 2251 Chestnut St 

· 415.931.3633

SAN FRANCISCO
Laurel Village · 3515  

California St · 415.221.3666

SFO
COMPASS BOOKS ·  

Terminal 3 · 650.244.0610

SFO
COMPASS BOOKS ·  

Terminal 2 · 650.821.9299 

of Mind & Behavior with Antonio Damasio, author 
of Descartes’ Error: Emotion, Reason, and the Human 
Brain, in conversation with Amy Standen.

12 6:00 PM · SF · Laurel Village ·  
3515 California St · 415-221-3666

Looking for feedback on your kid’s book manu-
script? Bring your work-in-progress to Writeous 
Writing Group, a hands-on critique group mod-
erated by professional children’s book editor 
Julie Romeis Sanders. You will be amazed at how 
much you learn yourself by critiquing another 
writer’s work. Pre-register and learn more at 
www.booksinc.net/writeous-classes

7:30 PM · Mountain View · 301 Castro St · 
650-428-1234

A journalist for over ten years, associate profes-
sor of communication at Stanford University, 
Fred Turner shares The Democratic Surround, a 
dazzling overturning of the idea that the psy-
chedelic sixties arose in direct revolt against the 
social restraint and authoritarian hierarchy of 
the early Cold War years, and shows just how 
much the artistic and social radicalism of the 
sixties owed to the liberal ideals of Cold War 
America, a democratic vision that still underlies 
our hopes for digital media today.

13 7:00 PM · SF · Opera Plaza ·  
601 Van Ness · 415-776-1111

Not Your Mother’s Book Club™ presents A 
Night of Swoon featuring a Valentines’ Day 
card-making-extravaganza! Oh, and some 
awesome authors, of course. Joining us is 
local YA phenom Corrine Jackson, author of 
book two in the Sense Thieves trilogy, Pushed, 
the charming Talia Vance, author of book two 
in the Bandia series, Gold, and the excellent 
Katherine Longshore author of Manor of Secrets. 
Team Not Your Mother’s Book Club will bring 
the craft supplies, you bring you. Deal? DEAL. 

7:00 PM · Palo Alto · Town & Country Vil-
lage · 650-321-0600

With essays and articles appearing in the San 
Francisco Chronicle and The Literarian — among 
others — recipient of a Geraldine R. Dodge Foun-
dation Fellowship, Christina Baker Kline shares the 
powerful novel Orphan Train. Moving between con-
temporary Maine and Depression-era Minnesota, 
this is a powerful tale of upheaval and resilience, 
second chances, and unexpected friendship.

7:00 PM · Mountain View · 301 Castro St · 
650-428-1234

Software engineer, and self-declared science 
geek for all things space travel, orbital dynam-
ics, relative physics, and astronomy, Andy Weir 
shares his highly anticipated debut novel, The 
Martian. Six days after becoming one of the 
first people to walk on Mars, astronaut Mark 
Watney is sure he’ll be the first person to die 
there after his crew evacuates without him. 
Will his resourcefulness be enough to over-
come the impossible odds against him? To add 
to the Mars Mania of this evening, Andy will 
be in conversation with Chairman of the Mars 
Institute, planetary scientist Dr. Pascal Lee!

7:30 PM · SF · The Castro · 2275 Market St 
· 415-864-6777

Books Inc. in The Castro proudly presents 
“Valentine’s Day from Cleis Press,” a steamy 
night combining the best of their erotica, 
romance, and all things saucy and sexy. This 
lovely evening will feature Cleis Press authors 
Felice Picano, author of more than twenty-five 
books, including Tales: From a Distant Planet, 
Lewis DeSimone, author of the novels Chemistry 
and The Heart’s History, and Rob Rosen, author 
of Queens of the Apocalypse and Vamp. So 
come on out and join us for what is sure to be 
steamy, literary night full of passion and prose.

7:30 PM · SF · Nourse Theater · 275 Hayes 
Street · 415-392-4400

City Arts & Lectures presents BJ Novak, 
author of One More Thing: Stories and Other 
Stories, in conversation with Paul Lancour.

15 7:00 PM · SF · Opera Plaza · 
601 Van Ness · 415-776-1111

Books Inc. Opera Plaza celebrates the launch 
of Jason Porter’s highly lauded novel — which 
was shortlisted for the Paris Literary Prize 
— Why Are You So Sad?. Porter’s uproari-
ous, intelligent debut centers on Raymond 
Champs, an illustrator of assembly manuals 
for a home furnishings corporation, who 
is charged with a huge task: To determine 
whether or not the world needs saving.

4:00 PM · Mountain View · 301 Castro St · 
650-428-1234

Books Inc. Mountain View presents a special 
story time with Assistant Regional Adviser 
for the San Francisco/South regional chapter 
of the Society of Children’s Book Writers & 
Illustrators, Tim McCanna sharing the ador-
able picture book Teeny Tiny Trucks. Full of 
bouncy, rhyming texts this bugs-eye perspec-
tive on a tiny trucks’ delivery is a treat!

18 6:00 PM · SF · Opera Plaza · 
601 Van Ness · 415-776-1111

Looking for feedback on your kid’s book manu-
script? Bring your work-in-progress to Writeous 
Writing Group, a hands-on critique group mod-
erated by professional children’s book editor 
Summer Dawn Laurie. You will be amazed at how 
much you learn yourself by critiquing another 
writer’s work. Pre-register and learn more at 
www.booksinc.net/writeous-classes

7:30 PM · SF · The Castro · 2275 Market St 
· 415-864-6777

With articles and essays appearing in 
numerous publications, including The New 
York Times and Newsweek, Liza Monroy 
shares The Marriage Act: The Risk I Took to 
Keep My Best Friend in America, and What It 
Taught Us About Love, a timely and topical 
look at the changing face of marriage in 
America which speaks to the emergent 
generation forming bonds outside of tradi-
tion—and sometimes even outside the law.

7:00 PM · Palo Alto · Town & Country Vil-
lage · 650-321-0600

The Peninsula Parlour presents writer, radio 
commentator, and professor of creative writ-
ing Rachel Louise Snyder discussing her debut 
novel What We’ve Lost Is Nothing, a striking 
story that chronicles the twenty-four hours 
following a mass burglary in a Chicago suburb 
and the suspicions, secrets, and prejudices 
that surface in its wake. Rachel will be in con-
versation with Lisen Stromberg. 

7:30 PM · SF · Nourse Theater · 275 Hayes 
Street · 415-392-4400

City Arts & Lectures presents Laura Carstensen, 
author of A Long Bright Future: Happiness, Health, 
and Financial Security in an Age of Increased Lon-
gevity, in conversation with Roy Eisenhardt. 

7:00 PM · SF · World Affairs Council ·  
312 Sutter St · 415-293-4600

The World Affairs Council presents Gary A. 
Haugen, author of The Locust Effect: Why the End 
of Poverty Requires the End of Violence.

19 7:30 PM · SF · The Castro ·  
2275 Market St · 415-864-6777

Senior Editor for GuySpy.com, David Toussaint
shares DJ: The Dog Who Rescued Me. Featuring 
beautiful photographs by Piero Ribelli of all 
four seasons in New York City, this lovingly 
bound book is the poignant “tail” of David’s 
life with his six-year-old pug, DJ, and how this 
precious animal brought Toussaint out of 
depression and gave him a new appreciation 
of his neighborhood, New York City, and the 
world around him.

20 7:00 PM · SF · Laurel Village · 
3515 California St · 415-221-3666

Licensed psychologist, and co-founder and 
Clinical Director of the Summit Center, Dr. Dan 
Peters shares useful and comforting methods 
that parents can use to help their children cre-
ate an anxiety-reducing “toolbox” to carry with 
them wherever they go with the ever-helpful 
Make Your Worrier a Warrior, and the children’s 
companion book, From Worrier to Warrior.

7:30 PM · SF · Nourse Theater · 275 Hayes 
Street · 415-392-4400

City Arts & Lectures presents Kelly Corri-
gan, author of Glitter and Glue: A Memoir, and 
Anna Quindlen, author of Still Life with Bread 
Crumbs, in conversation with Rick Kleffel.

21 7:00 PM · SF · The Marina ·  
2251 Chestnut St · 415-931-3633

Winner of the Los Angeles Times Book 
Award, and with writing credits on the hit 
HBO show Deadwood, as well as FX’s Sons of 
Anarchy, author and screenwriter Kem Nunn 
shares Chance in conversation with Domenic 
Stansberry. A departure from his surfer noir 
classics, Nunn’s new novel is a dark book 

involving psychiatric mystery, sexual obses-
sion, fractured identities, and terrifyingly 
realistic violence — a tale told amid the back 
streets of California’s Bay Area, far from the 
cleansing breezes of the ocean. 

22 4:00 PM · Mountain View ·  
301 Castro St · 650-428-1234

Called a “comics expert” by the San Jose 
Mercury News, Books Inc. Mountain View 
presents a very special Saturday story time in 
celebration of the Lunar New Year with pub-
lisher of Immedium Books, Oliver Chin, sharing 
the ninth installment of his popular annual 
Tales From the Chinese Zodiac series — which 
features the Chinese lunar calendar’s twelve 
animals and shows how an unbridled spirit can 
blaze its own trail — The Year of the Horse. 

26 7:00 PM · SF · Opera Plaza ·  
601 Van Ness · 415-776-1111

Visual artist and author Michele Zackheim cel-
ebrates the launch of her latest work of fiction 
— which was inspired by the death of a distant 
cousin who was murdered in Paris in 1937 
— The Last Train to Paris, a gripping epic about 
a female reporter from Nevada who writes for 
the Paris Courier in the 1930’s that is at once a 
historical epic, a love story, and a psychologi-
cal portrait of one woman’s gradual discovery 
of who she really is after years of being invis-
ible to herself.

27 7:00 PM · SF · World Affairs Council 
· 312 Sutter St · 415-293-4600

The World Affairs Council presents Emily 
Parker, author of Now I Know Who My Comrades 
Are: Voices from the Internet Underground.

28 7:00 PM · SF · Opera Plaza ·  
601 Van Ness · 415-776-1111

Recipient of the 2012 Notes & Words national 
essay contest, native San Franciscan Karen 
Lynch celebrates the launch of her poignant 
memoir, Good Cop, Bad Daughter. When the San 
Francisco Police Department was forced by 
court order to hire women, Karen Lynch was 
compelled to prove to the world that women 
could cut it as cops, much to the chagrin of her 
police-loathing, counter-culture loving mother.

7:30 PM · SF · The Castro · 2275 Market St 
· 415-864-6777

With features on numerous television and 
radio programs, and articles appearing in 
various publications including Redbook, Jane, 
and Cosmopolitan, devoted married couple 
Mark A. Michaels and Patricia Johnson — who 
have been teaching tantra together since 1999 
— share Partners in Passion, a fun and com-
prehensive step-by-step guide to discovering 
true, loving, and romantically sexual relation-
ships that will last for decades, which draws 
on cutting-edge science, psychology, and the 
authors’ background in tantra.
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locations

· BOOKS INC. Events @BooksIncEvents · February
2014www.booksinc.net 5



6
The Improbability Principle
by David J. Hand
Hand’s definition of “miracle” is thoroughly 
rational. All we need, Hand argues, is a firm 
grounding in a powerful set of laws: the laws of 
inevitability, of truly large numbers, of selection, 

of the probability lever, and of near enough. An irresistible 
adventure into the laws behind “chance” moments and a 
trusty guide for understanding the world and universe we live 
in, The Improbability Principle will transform how you think 
about serendipity and luck. AVAILABLE FEBRUARY 11TH

Louis Armstrong, Master of 
Modernism by Thomas Brothers
Louis Armstrong is recognized as one of the most 
influential artists of the twentieth century, but his 
story would be incomplete without examining how 
he struggled in a society seething with brutally 

racist ideologies, laws, and practices. Thomas Brothers follows 
the story of the great jazz musician into his most creatively 
fertile years in the 1920s and early 1930s combining an intimate 
knowledge of Armstrong’s life with the boldness to examine his 
place in such a racially charged landscape. AVAILABLE NOW

How to Be Danish
by Patrick Kingsley
Denmark is the country of the moment. Recently 
named the happiest nation in the world, it’s the home 
of “The Killing” and Noma, the world’s best (and most 
eccentric) restaurant. We wear their sweaters, watch 

their thrillers, and covet their cool modern design, but how much do 
we really know about the Danes themselves? Part reportage, part 
travelogue, How to Be Danish fills in the gaps — an introduction to 
contemporary Danish culture that spans politics, television, food, 
architecture, and design. AVAILABLE FEBRUARY 4TH

The Triple Package
by Amy Chua & Jed Rubenfeld
Why do some cultural groups rise? Drawing on 
groundbreaking original research and startling 
statistics, Chua and Rubenfeld uncover the 
secret to their success. A superiority complex, 

insecurity, impulse control — these are the elements of the 
Triple Package, the rare and potent cultural constellation that 
drives disproportionate group success. But the Triple Pack-
age has a dark underside too. Provocative and profound, The 
Triple Package will transform the way we think about success 
and achievement. AVAILABLE FEBRUARY 4TH

The News: A User’s Manual
by Alain de Botton
We spend an inordinate amount of time check-
ing on it. It molds how we view reality — and yet 
the news has rarely been the focus of an acces-
sible, serious, saleable, book-length study. Until 

now. Mixing snippets of current news with philosophical 
reflections, The News blends the timeless with the contem-
porary — from politics, to murders, to economics, to weather, 
and paparazzi shows — and brings the wisdom of thousands 
of years of culture to bear on our contemporary obsessions 
and neuroses. AVAILABLE FEBRUARY 11TH

Careless People 
by Sarah Churchwell
Careless People is a gripping double narrative that 
combines a forensic search for clues to an unsolved 
crime and a quest for the roots of America’s best 
loved novel, The Great Gatsby. Overturning much of 

the received wisdom of the period with lost newspaper accounts, 
letters, and newly discovered archival materials, Churchwell takes 
readers on a mesmerizing journey, interweaving the biographical 
story of the Fitzgeralds with the unfolding investigation into the 
1922 murder of Hall and Mills. AVAILABLE NOW

Flyover Lives by Diane Johnson
Following a remark from a friend in France, 
Diane Johnson began to wonder: Were Ameri-
cans indifferent to history? Her own family 
seemed always to have been in the Midwest. In 
digging around, she discovers letters and mem-

oirs written by generations of stalwart pioneer ancestors that 
testify to more complex times than the derisive nickname “The 
Flyover” gives the region credit for. With great acuity and sym-
pathy, she captures the magnetic pull of home against our lust 
for escape and self-invention. AVAILABLE NOW

Pigs Can’t Swim by Helen Peppe
With everything happening on Helen Peppe’s 
backwoods Maine farm: ferocious sibling rivalry, 
rock-bottom poverty, feral male chauvinism, sex 
in the hayloft — life was out of control, even for 
the animals. In telling her family’s story, Peppe 

manages deadpan humor, an unerring eye for the absurd, and 
a touching compassion for her utterly overwhelmed parents. 
While her feisty resilience and candor will inevitably remind 
readers of Jeanette Wall or Mary Karr, Peppe’s wry insight and 
moments of tenderness are entirely her own. AVAILABLE NOW

e.e. Cummings: A Life
by Susan Cheever
A major reassessment of the life and work of one 
of America’s preeminent twentieth-century poets 
— Cheever richly explores Cummings’s idyllic child-
hood years in Cambridge, Massachusetts; his years 

at Harvard; and his growth into a dark young man set out on a 
lifelong course of rebellion against conventional authority and the 
critical establishment. This is the fascinating account of an artist 
whose writing was at the forefront of what was new and daring 
and bold in an America in transition. AVAILABLE FEBRUARY 11TH

Earthquake Storms 
by John Dvorak
The San Andreas fault runs almost the entire 
length of California. For decades, scientists have 
warned that such a sudden shifting of the Earth’s 
crust is inevitable. In fact, it is a geologic neces-

sity. The lives of millions will be changed after it breaks, and 
yet so few people understand it, or even realize it runs through 
their backyard. In Earthquake Storms, Dvorak reveals the 
Fault’s fascinating history—and it’s volatile future, while pro-
viding practical advice along the way. AVAILABLE NOW

Quantum Mechanics
by Leonard Susskind & Art Friedman
In this follow-up to The Theoretical Mini-
mum, Susskind and Friedman provide a lively 
introduction to this famously difficult field, 
which attempts to understand the behavior of 

sub-atomic objects through mathematical abstractions. The 
authors offer an approachable yet rigorous introduction to a 
famously difficult topic with crystal-clear explanations of the 
principles of quantum states, uncertainty and time depen-
dence, entanglement, and particle and wave states, among 
other topics, and each chapter includes exercises to ensure 
mastery of each area. AVAILABLE NOW

The Sixth Extinction
by Elizabeth Kolbert
Over the last half a billion years, there have been 
five mass extinctions, when the diversity of life 
on earth suddenly and dramatically contracted. 
Scientists around the world are currently 

monitoring the sixth extinction, predicted to be the most 
devastating extinction event since the asteroid impact that 
wiped out the dinosaurs. This time around, the cataclysm is us. 
The Sixth Extinction provides a moving account of the disap-
pearances occurring all around us and traces the evolution of 
extinction as concept. AVAILABLE FEBRUARY 11TH

All Joy and No Fun
by Jennifer Senior
What are the effects of children on their par-
ents? In All Joy and No Fun, award-winning 
journalist Jennifer Senior tries to tackle this 
question, isolating and analyzing the many 

ways in which children reshape their parents’ lives, whether 
it’s their marriages, their jobs, their habits, their hobbies, 
their friendships, or their internal senses of self. By focusing 
on parenthood, rather than parenting, the book is original 
and essential reading for mothers and fathers of today 
— and tomorrow. AVAILABLE NOW

Reading Dante by Prue Shaw
Prue Shaw is one of the world’s foremost 
authorities on Dante. Written with the general 
reader in mind, Reading Dante brings her 
knowledge to bear in an accessible yet expert 
introduction to his great poem. This is far 

more than an exegesis of Dante’s three-part Commedia. 
Shaw communicates the imaginative power, the linguistic 
skill and the emotional intensity of Dante’s poetry — the 
qualities that make the Commedia perhaps the greatest lit-
erary work of all time. AVAILABLE NOW

Sex After by Iris Krasnow
Filled with honest stories of carnal challenge 
and triumph from women of all backgrounds 
and life stages, Sex After is Krasnow’s take on 
“Everything You Ever Wanted to Know About 
Sex but Were Afraid to Ask — ” during all of 

life’s passages. Readers — whether in the heat of an initial 
can’t-eat-can’t-sleep attraction or rounding the corner to 
their sixtieth anniversary — will applaud her eye-opening 
perspectives on the one issue that can change lives for bet-
ter or worse like nothing else. AVAILABLE FEBRUARY 6TH

Mindwise by Nicholas Epley
In this illuminating exploration of one of the 
great mysteries of the human mind, University 
of Chicago psychologist Nicholas Epley intro-
duces us to what scientists have learned about 
our ability to understand the most complicated 

puzzle on the planet — other people — and the surprising 
mistakes we so routinely make. Mindwise will not turn other 
people into open books, but it will give you the wisdom to 
revolutionize how you think about them — and yourself. 
AVAILABLE FEBRUARY 11TH

Dark Invasion by Howard Blum
At the page-turning pace of a spy thriller, 
Dark Invasion tells the remarkable true story 
of New York Police Department captain Tom 
Tunney and his pivotal role in discovering, and 
delivering to justice, a ruthless ring of Ger-

man terrorists determined to annihilate the United States 
in 1914. Enhanced by more than fifty images sourced from 
global archives, this gritty, energetic narrative follows the 
German spies from New York City to Harvard, to the steps 
of the U.S. Capitol. AVAILABLE FEBRUARY 11TH

Sexplosion by Robert Hofler
During the time the Stonewall Riots were shak-
ing Greenwich Village and Roe v. Wade was 
making its way to the Supreme Court, a group 
of daring artists was challenging the status quo 
and defining the country’s concept of sexual 

liberation. In this illuminating account, Hofler follows the cre-
ation of and reaction to these groundbreaking works, tracing 
their connections and influences upon one another and the 
rest of entertainment, and shows the power their works con-
tinue to hold decades later. AVAILABLE FEBRUARY 4TH
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ALAMEDA

11 Tuesday · 7:00 PM
Alameda’s Young Adult Book 
Club (ages 13+) will discuss 

Shine by Lauren Myracle.

20 Thursday · 7:00 PM
The Big Yes Society Discus-
sion Group will discuss 

Work: How to Find Joy and Meaning in 
Each Hour of the Day by Thich Nhat Hanh.

21 Friday · 5:00 PM
The Our Parents Made Us Do 
This Book Club will discuss 

The Beginning of Everything by Robyn 
Schneider.

23 Sunday · 2:00 PM
The B.G.P. Social Network Book 
Society (ages 16+) will meet.

■ Sunday · 6:00PM
The Intimates: East Bay Queer Book 
Club will discuss Sleeping Beauty, 
Indeed & Other Lesbian Fairytales 
edited by Joselle Vanderhooft.

27 Thursday · 7:00 PM
Desert Island Book Club 
will discuss Shake Down 

the Stars by Renee Swindle.

BERKELEY

1 Saturday · 9:30 AM
The First Saturday Book Club 
will discuss The Diving Bell and 

the Butterfly: A Memoir of Life in 
Death by Jean-Dominique Bauby.

BURLINGAME

13 Thursday · 7:00 PM
The Recommended By A 
Stranger Book Club will discuss 

Norwegian Wood by Haruki Murakami.

27 Thursday · 7:00 PM
The Is That A Gun in Your 
Pocket? Book Club will discuss 

Murder in the Latin Quarter by Cara Black.

THE CASTRO

12 Wednesday · 7:00 PM
The SFLGBT Book Club will 
discuss Memoirs of Hadrian 

by Marguerite Yourcenar. 

11 Tuesday · 6:30 PM
The Central SF Classic Lit 
Book Club will discuss The 

Handmaid’s Tale by Margaret Atwood.

LAUREL VILLAGE

4 Tuesday · 7:00 PM 
The Women We’d Like To Lunch 
With Book Club will discuss The End 

of Your Life Book Club by Will Schwalbe.

9 Saturday · 1:00 PM
The Wild Girls Mother Daugh-
ter Book Club will discuss The 

Art of Flying by Judy Hoffman.

2 Sunday · 1:00 PM
The Adventurous Readers Club 
will discuss Lockwood & Co. : The 

Screaming Staircase by Jonathan Stroud.

18 Tuesday · 7:00 PM
The Foreign Intrigue Book 
Club will discuss Inspector 

Singh Investigates: A Most Peculiar 
Malaysian Murder by Shamini Flint.

26 Wednesday · 6:00 PM
The Young@Heart Book 
Club will discuss Two Boys 

Kissing by David Levithan.

* Thursdays · 3:30 PM
The BOOK BITES: Tasty 
Tales in Twenty read aloud 

series meets at 3:30 every Thursday 
and reads stories for newly indepen-
dent readers (ages 6-8).

THE MARINA

5 Wednesday · 7:00 PM
The San Francisco Travel Book 
Club and Lecture Series will dis-

cuss Wild: From Lost to Found on the 
Pacific Crest Trail by Chreyl Strayed.

18 Tuesday · 7:00 PM
The Cooks & Books Book 
Club will discuss The Gas-

tronomical Me by MFK Fisher.

21 Friday · 10:00 AM
Baby’s First Book Club will 
meet.

26 Wednesday · 7:30 PM
Classics I Forgot To Read will 
discuss Confessions of an Eng-

lish Opium-Eater by Thomas de Quincey.

MOUNTAIN VIEW

3 Monday · 7:15 PM
The Mostly Fiction Book Club 
Group 1 will discuss Me Before 

You by Jojo Moyes.

9 Sunday · 7:00 PM
The Mostly Fiction Book Club 
Group 2 will discuss Me Before 

You by Jojo Moyes.

10 Monday · 7:30 PM
The Broken Compass 
Adventure Book Club will 

discuss Nothing Daunted: The Unex-
pected Education of Two Society Girls 
in the West by Dorothy Wickenden.

11Tuesday · 7:00 PM
The Politically Inspired Book 
Club will discuss Eat, Drink, 

Vote: An Illustrated Guide to Food 
Politics by Marion Nestle.

16 Sunday · 5:00 PM
Night Of The Living Book 
Club will discuss Boy’s Life

by Robert McCammon.

24 Monday · 7:00 PM
The Hands On Bay Area 
Book Club will discuss 

Quiet: The Power of Introverts in a 
World That Can’t Stop Talking by 
Susan Cain.

OPERA PLAZA

8 Saturday · 10:00 AM
The Second Saturday Book 
Club will discuss Things Fall 

Apart by Chinua Achebe.

23 Sunday · 11:00 AM
The World Affairs Council 
Book Club will discuss Life 

Inc.: How Corporatism Conquered the 
World, and How We Can Take It Back
by Douglas Rushkoff.

PALO ALTO

9 Sunday · 6:00 pM
The Speculative Fiction Book 
Club will discuss Spin the Sky 

by Katy Stauber.

10 Monday · 6:00 pM
The NYM-Actual-Book 
Club (ages 14+) will dis-

cuss book one in The Elemental 
Trilogy, The Burning Sky by Sherry 
Thomas.

11Tuesday · 6:00 PM 
The Book Busters Middle 
Reader Book Club (ages 12+) 

will discuss book one in Sherlock 
Holmes: The Legend Begins, Death 
Cloud by Andrew Lane.

25 Tuesday · 7:00 pM
The Fourth Tuesday 
(Margie’s) Book Club will 

discuss The Round House by Louise 
Erdrich.
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The Son by Philipp Meyer
The Republic of Texas, 1849 — A band of Comanches 
has murdered Eli McCullough’s family. Brave and 
clever, Eli adapts to life among the Comanches, becom-

ing the chief’s adopted son. But when armed Americans decimate 
the tribe, Eli finds himself alone and must carve a place for him-
self in a world in which he does not fully belong. AVAILABLE NOW

Ghana Must Go by Taiye Selasi
In the wake of Kweku’s death, his children gather in 
Ghana at their mother’s home. What is revealed in their 
coming together is the story of how they came apart. 

Splintered, alone, each navigates his pain, believing that what has 
been lost can never be recovered — until, in Ghana, a new way 
forward, a new family, begins to emerge. AVAILABLE NOW

The Painted Girls
by Cathy Marie Buchanan
Paris, 1878 — Following their father’s death, the van 
Goethem sisters must find an income quickly. Marie is 

dispatched to the Paris Opera where she will train to enter the ballet, 
while Antoinette is cast as an extra in Émile Zola’s L’Assommoir. This 
is a tale of two remarkable sisters rendered uniquely vulnerable to 
the darker impulses of “civilized society.” AVAILABLE FEBRUARY 4TH

All That Is by James Salter
The eagerly-anticipated new novel from PEN/Faulkner 
winner James Salter, his first in over thirty years 
— From the battlefields of Okinawa to the publishing 

houses of New York, All That Is follows one man’s life — and loves 
— as it unfolds in a world on the brink of change. AVAILABLE NOW

A Constellation of Vital  
Phenomena by Anthony Marra
Chechnya, 2004 — Eight-year-old Havaa hides while Russian 
forces abduct her father. Fearing for her life, she flees with 

their neighbor, Akhmed, to the bombed-out hospital. Over the course of 
five days, Akhmed and Sonja reach back into their pasts to unravel the 
intricate mystery of coincidence, betrayal, and forgiveness that unexpect-
edly binds them and decides their fate. AVAILABLE FEBRUARY 4TH

Crime of Privilege by Walter Walker
A murder on Cape Cod. A rape in Palm Beach. All they 
have in common is the presence of one of America’s most 
beloved and influential families. But nobody is asking 

questions. Not the police. Not the prosecutors. And certainly not 
George Becket, a young lawyer toiling away in the basement of the 
Cape & Islands district attorney’s office. AVAILABLE FEBRUARY 11TH

The Woman Upstairs by Claire Messud
Nora Eldridge is a reliable, but unremarkable, friend 
and neighbor. But the arrival of the Shahid family 
— dashing Skandar, glamorous Sirena, and their son, 

Reza — draws her into an exciting new world. Nora’s happiness 
pushes her beyond her boundaries, until Sirena’s careless ambi-
tion leads to a shattering betrayal. AVAILABLE FEBRUARY 11TH

The Flamethrowers by Rachel Kushner
An intensely engaging exploration of the mystique of the 
feminine, the fake, the terrorist. At its center is author Rachel 
Kushner’s superbly realized protagonist, a young woman on 

the verge. Thrilling and fearless, this is a major American novel from a 
writer of spectacular talent and imagination. AVAILABLE NOW

Middle Men by Jim Gavin
A hilarious and panoramic vision of California, in 
which a number of down-on-their-luck men, from 
young dreamers to old vets, make valiant forays into 

middle-class respectability. A work of profound humanity that 
pairs moments of high comedy with searing truths about life’s 
missed opportunities. AVAILABLE FEBRUARY 11TH

The Testament of Mary 
by Colm Tóibín
In the ancient town of Ephesus, Mary lives alone, years 
after her son’s crucifixion. Mary judges herself ruthlessly, 

and her judgment of others is equally harsh. This woman whom we 
know from centuries of paintings and scripture as the docile, loving, 
silent, long-suffering, obedient, worshipful mother of Christ becomes a 
tragic heroine with relentless eloquence. AVAILABLE FEBRUARY 4TH

Murder Below Montparnasse
by Cara Black
When an old Russian man named Yuri hires inves-
tigator Aimee Leduc to protect a priceless painting 

that just might be a Modigliani, she learns how deadly art theft 
can be. Yuri is found tortured to death in his atelier, and the 
painting is missing. Every time Aimee thinks she’s found a new 
witness, the body count rises. AVAILABLE FEBRUARY 4TH
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The Thinking Parent Book Group will meet online to dis-
cuss Creating Innovators: The Making of Young People Who 
Will Change the World by Tony Wagner.

BOOKS INC. BOOK CLUB ONLINE
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BOOKS INC. Berkeley loves 

Mac Barnett...

BABY’S FIRST 
BOOK CLUB

It can be hard to find ways 
to entertain babies. After all, 
one grows weary of jangling 
their car keys and cooing. 
So join us the third Friday of 
every month at 10am at Books 
Inc. in the Marina, starting 
February 21st, for a storytime 
especially for your under 3’s! 
We’ll read, we’ll sing, we’ll 
do baby friendly things. And 
maybe jangle keys.

4 7:00 PM · SF · Opera Plaza ·  
601 Van Ness · 415-776-1111

Not Your Mother’s Book Club™ 
proudly presents a night full of 
newness with National Book Award 
finalist Sara Zarr, and acclaimed 
author Tara Altebrando, shar-
ing their glorious collaboration, 
Roomies — following the lives of two 
incoming freshman at UC Berkeley, 
Roomies is half set in New Jer-
sey and half set in our own SAN 
FRANCISCO! We love it, and we 
think you will too. So come kick it 
with team Not Your Mother’s Book 
Club and these two talented ladies!

5 5:00 PM · Alameda · 1344 
Park St · 510-522-2226

New York Times bestseller Steve 
Hockensmith celebrates the launch 
of the second novel in the Nick and 
Tesla series, Nick and Tesla’s Robot 
Army Rampage. When their Uncle 
Newt lands a consulting gig at a 

cut-rate amusement park, Nick and 
Tesla have unlimited access to its’ 
fun — That is, until they discover 
one of the employees has a sinister 
plan. Featuring blueprints and 
instructions for five projects, learn-
ing about science has never been so 
dangerous — or so much fun!

6:00 PM · SF · Laurel Village ·  
3515 California St · 415-221-3666

Pajama Party at Laurel Village! Put on 
your Jammies and join the party! 
Literary Mamas will be here to read 
stories and take part in the fun. Visit 
www.literarymama.com for details!

13 7:00 PM · SF · Opera 
Plaza · 601 Van Ness · 
415-776-1111

Not Your Mother’s Book Club™ 
presents A Night of Swoon 
featuring a Valentines’ Day card-
making-extravaganza! Oh, and 
some awesome authors, of course. 
Joining us is local YA phenom Cor-
rine Jackson, author of book two in 
the Sense Thieves trilogy, Pushed, 

the charming Talia Vance, author of 
book two in the Bandia series, Gold, 
and the excellent Katherine Long-
shore author of Manor of Secrets. 
Team Not Your Mother’s Book Club 
will bring the craft supplies, you 
bring you. Deal? DEAL. 

15 4:00 PM · Mountain 
View · 301 Castro St · 
650-428-1234

Books Inc. Mountain View presents 
a special story time with Assistant 
Regional Adviser for the San Fran-
cisco/South regional chapter of the 
Society of Children’s Book Writers 
& Illustrators, Tim McCanna shar-
ing the adorable picture book Teeny 
Tiny Trucks. Full of bouncy, rhyming 
texts this bugs-eye perspective on a 
tiny trucks’ delivery is a treat!

20 7:00 PM · SF · Laurel 
Village · 3515 California 
St · 415-221-3666

Licensed psychologist, and co-
founder and Clinical Director of 

the Summit Center, Dr. Dan Peters
shares useful and comforting 
methods that parents can use to 
help their children create an anxi-
ety-reducing “toolbox” to carry 
with them wherever they go with 
the ever-helpful Make Your Wor-
rier a Warrior, and the children’s 
companion book, From Worrier to 
Warrior.

22 4:00 PM · Mountain 
View · 301 Castro St · 
650-428-1234

Called a “comics expert” by the 
San Jose Mercury News, Books 
Inc. Mountain View presents a 
very special Saturday story time 
in celebration of the Lunar New 
Year with publisher of Immedium 
Books, Oliver Chin, sharing the 
ninth installment of his popular 
annual Tales From the Chinese 
Zodiac series — which features 
the Chinese lunar calendar’s 
twelve animals and shows how an 
unbridled spirit can blaze its own 
trail — The Year of the Horse. 

· BOOKS INC. Kids ·8 February
2014

What’s Your Favorite Animal 

by Eric Carle and friends
The who’s who of children’s illustration 
weigh in on one of the greatest questions 

posed by life on Earth: What’s your favorite animal? 
Varied and engaging, fourteen top tier illustrators name 
and explain their choice. Featuring talents like Jon 
Klassen (This is Not My Hat), Tom Lichtenheld (Steam 
Train, Dream Train), and Nick Bruel (Bad Kitty Drawn 
to Trouble) this book is a must for the classroom and 
the home alike. AVAILABLE NOW (AGES 4-8)

Extraordinary Jane 
by Hannah Harrison
An amazing circus requires talents of 
all kinds, in this adorable, affirming new 

picture book. Jane the dog feels a little overwhelmed 
by her performing counterparts — because by 
comparison she’s not nearly as strong or graceful or 
brave. But her ringmaster helps her see that her own 
strengths — loyalty, friendship and kindness — are 
just as extraordinary. AVAILABLE FEBRUARY 6TH 
(AGES 3-7)

A Bunny in the Ballet 
by Robert Beck
In this stylish new picture book from a 
debut author, Desiree Rabbit dreams of 

being a ballerina. However, she finds no warm wel-
come in her hometown of Paris, as she is told over 
and over again that there are NO BUNNIES in the 
ballet. But the naysayers can’t stop this determined 
bunny from achieving her dreams. AVAILABLE NOW 
(AGES 4-7)

Bluebird by Lindsay Yankey
Follow Little Bluebird as she flies over 
the country looking for her lost friend: 
the wind! Gorgeously illustrated, this tale 
of play is sure to delight even the small-

est reader. Because, really, who doesn’t like tickling 
the grass, making dandelion wishes, or playing with 
kites? AVAILABLE NOW (AGES 3+)

Nest  by Jorey Hurley
Follow the life of a robin for a whole 
year, in this stunning, debut picture 
book. From hatching onward, Nest 
allows the reader to experience things 

like feeding and the changing of the seasons from 
a bird’s perspective. Hurley’s background in textile 
design is apparent in her lovely illustration style. 
Single words accompany each illustration, making 
this book simple enough for even the wiggliest reader. 
AVAILABLE FEBRUARY 4TH (AGES 2+)

Ophelia and the Marvel-
ous Boy by Karen Foxlee
Set in a surreal museum, this contemporary 
fairy tale is a loose retelling of the Snow 
Queen. When guest-curator’s daughter, 

Ophelia, finds a little boy who claims to be the prisoner 
of the Snow Queen (who happens to be the museum’s 
head curator) adventure and skullduggery ensue! 
Together, they face snow leopards, ghosts and a Spanish 
Conquistador. AVAILABLE NOW (AGES 8-12)

Bird by Crystal Chan
Jewel never met her brother, John. Her 
grandfather nicknamed him Bird, which 
turned out to be a devastatingly prophetic 
name. Left in the wake of tragedy, Jewel 

lives her life mostly ignored by her family. But when a 
mysterious boy, also named John, is introduced, Jewel 
finds herself grappling with her family’s history, pos-
sible spirits and astonishing friendship. AVAILABLE 
NOW (AGES 8-12)

Cress by Marissa Meyer
OMG, finally. The much anticipated third 
book in the Lunar Chronicles is here. Each 
book features a heroine from a beloved 
fairy tale re-imagined in the far future. 

And this time, Cress, (our would-be Rapunzel) is a 
master hacker trapped in a satellite station. Her story 
dove-tails with Cinder and Scarlet’s brilliantly, and 
with great dramatic effect. AVAILABLE FEBRUARY 
4TH (AGES 12+)

... Because he never fails to put a smile on our faces, 

whether he’s encouraging us to use our Extra Yarn to knit 

everything and everyone we know a sweater, or taking us 

on a wild adventure to Count The Monkeys. Mac Barnett can make 

us feel like kids again, and who doesn’t want that?

Love, 

  BOOKS INC. Berkeley

KIDS EVENTS!

www.booksinc.net




