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ENDORSE READING

Books to make you feel 
smarter, easier 
By Jenny Lawson, author of New York Times bestseller 

Let’s Pretend This Never Happened: A Mostly True Memoir)

If you’re anything like me, you find yourself reading comics about 
zombies and trying to defend your intellect…which is hard to do 
because you’re reading comic books about zombies. Luckily I have 
three books for you that will make you feel smart and worldly while 
still giving you the chance to say “Oooh, pictures!”  

The New Dictionary of Cultural Literacy 
by E. D. Hirsch, Joseph F. Kett and James Trefil

Have you ever read an entire dictionary from start to finish? Me either. 
Until I found this book. The New Dictionary of Cultural Literacy is a 
enthralling look at “what every American should know” and it proved 
to me just how little I knew about…pretty much everything. Plus, it 
looks kick-ass on your shelf and makes robbers think you must be 
incredibly intelligent. Which you are…after reading this book. 

MAUS by Art Spiegelman
MAUS is actually two books so it feels like I’m cheating, but it also 
feels like cheating when you read this book. It’s a fascinating and 
terrifying holocaust story. It’s also a comic book with mice, cats, 
and pigs in the lead. And it’s just as fascinating and bizarre as you’d 
expect. Complicated, difficult, heart-breaking and amazing. That’s 
a lot for a comic book to deliver.

Hark! A Vagrant by Kate Beaton
A comic that makes you glad you paid attention in History class, 
and one that teaches you a bit along the way. Not only is it fantasti-
cally funny and well-paced, but there’s something really satisfying 
about getting the silly jokes with smart background. Any author 
that can create twenty-two separate comics strips based on the 
designs of Edward Gorey covers without losing those of us with 
ADD deserves a high-five. And you know who else does? You do. 
Because you just read an original literary criticism on NPR instead 
of watching porn. That’s something a smart person would do.

High five, you.

Meet Jenny Lawson, (AKA the Blogess), discuss her 
NY Times bestseller, Let’s Pretend This never Hap-
pened: A Mostly True Memoir! 

April 1 · 7:00 PM · Books Inc. in the Marina
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THE BOOKS INC. SCHOLAR

THRILL SEEKERS! 
Books Inc. in Burlingame and the Belmont Library present two evenings of best-sellings suspense novelists.

APRIL SHOWERS JUST BRINGS
 A GOOD DAY TO READ
TAKE 20% OFF

ANY HARD COVER BOOK
Saturday, April 13, 2013
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ONE NIGHT ONLY!

April 10 · 7:00PM 
Belmont Library · 1110 Alameda De Las Pulgas

JA Jance introducing her latest 
thrilling mystery Deadly Stakes.

April  24 · 7:00 PM  
Belmont Library · 1110 Alameda De Las Pulgas

Stuart Woods discussing the new Stone Barrington 
thriller Unintended Consequences. 

EVE ENSLER

We are excited to partner with Scholarmatch in making a college education possible 
for those with limited resources .   A portion of every sale of Books Inc. branded products (mugs, totebags, and 
bookmarks) is donated to Scholarmatch.    In 2013 Scholarmatch has designated Eduwiges Rivas, a junior at 
SFSU as the Books Inc. Scholar.  See the full story at www.scholarmatch.org/books-inc-scholar.

An Evening with David Sedaris!  On May 5, the celebrated NPR humorist comes to the 
War Memorial Opera House for an evening of cutting wit, social satire, and riveting 
conversation, including a question and answer session! Experience live, the hilarious 
brilliance that created the multiple national bestsellers and the much anticipated new 
collection Lets Explore Diabetes with Owls  Tickets on sale now at www.shnsf.com.

Visit www.booksinc.net 
for the absolute latest 

event information!

The playwright, author, and activist, will be at Grace Cathedral on Tuesday, May 21 at 7:00 
pm to discuss her new book, In The Body Of The World: A Memoir. In The Body Of The World 
is a visionary memoir of separation and connection – to the body, the self, and the world. 
Tickets are available at www.booksinc.net and any of Books Inc. store locations.



Life After Life by Kate Atkinson
England 1910 - Ursula Todd is born, and before 
she can draw her first breath she dies. On that 
same night, Ursula Todd is born, lets out a 
lusty wail, and embarks upon an unusual life. 
For as Ursula grows she also repeatedly dies. 
As the young century marches towards its 

second world war can Ursula’s apparently infinite number of 
lives give her the power to save the world from its inevitable 
destiny? And if she can – will she?  AVAILABLE APRIL 2ND

Leaving Everything Most 
Loved by Jacqueline Winspear
The year is 1933. Maisie Dobbs is contacted by 
an Indian gentleman with the hopes of finding 
out who killed his sister. Scotland Yard failed 
to make any arrest in the case, and there is 

reason to believe they failed to conduct a thorough investi-
gation. When another Indian woman is murdered just hours 
before a scheduled interview the case becomes more chal-
lenging. Meanwhile, unfinished business from a previous 
case becomes a distraction, as does a new development in 
Maisie’s personal life. AVAILABLE NOW

Reconstructing Amelia
by Kimberly McCreight
Kate is in the biggest meeting of her career 
when her daughter’s school calls with news 
of Amelia’s suspension. She flees the meeting 
to pick up Amelia, but it’s too late: Amelia has 

jumped to her death amidst allegations of cheating. Clouded 
by guilt Kate believes the schools claims, until an anonymous 
text tells her otherwise. On a mission to vindicate her daugh-
ter, Kate uncovers secret first loves, old friendships, and an 
all-girls club steeped in tradition. AVAILABLE APRIL 2ND

Z: A Novel  
of Zelda Fitzgerald
by Therese Ann Fowler
When beautiful Southern belle Zelda Sayre 
meets F. Scott Fitzgerald she is seventeen 
years old and he is an army lieutenant sta-

tioned in Alabama. Before long, Zelda has fallen for him 
despite his unsuitability: Scott isn’t wealthy or prominent. 
But after Scott sells his first novel, This Side of Paradise, 
to Scribner’s, Zelda optimistically boards a train north to 
marry him. What comes, here at the dawn of the Jazz Age, 
is unimagined attention and success and celebrity. AVAIL-
ABLE NOW

Angelopolis by Danielle Trussoni
A decade has passed since Verlaine saw 
Evangeline with her new wings. Now an elite 
angel hunter for the Society of Angelology, he 
pursues his mission with single-minded devo-
tion: to capture, imprison, and eliminate her 
kind. But when Evangeline suddenly appears 

on a twilit Paris street Verlaine is cast into a spiral of doubt 
and confusion that only grows when she is abducted before 
his eyes by a creature that has topped the society’s most-
wanted list for more than a century. AVAILABLE NOW

The Burgess Boys
by Elizabeth Strout
Haunted by the freak accident that killed 
their father when they were children, Jim and 
Bob Burgess escaped from their Maine home-
town of Shirley Falls for New York City as 

soon as they could. But their reinvented lives are upended 
when their sister, Susan, urgently calls them home to help 
with her teenage son, Zach, and the trouble he’s gotten 
himself into. Back in the landscape of their childhood, their 
long-buried tensions begin to surface in unexpected ways 
that will change them forever. AVAILABLE NOW

The Flamethrowers
by Rachel Kushner
Reno arrives in 1975 New York intent on turn-
ing her fascination with motorcycles and 
speed into art. When she meets a group of 
dreamers and raconteurs she begins an affair 
with an artist named Sandro Valera, the semi-

estranged scion of an Italian tire and motorcycle empire. 
When they visit Sandro’s family home in Italy, Reno falls in 
with members of the radical movement that overtook Italy 
in the seventies and betrayal sends her reeling into a clan-
destine undertow. AVAILABLE APRIL 2ND

Oleander Girl
by Chitra Banerjee Divakaruni
Korobi Roy has enjoyed a privileged child-
hood with her adoring grandparents. But 
despite all they’ve have done for her, she 
is troubled by the silence that surrounds 
the circumstances of her parents’ death. 

Shortly after getting engaged to the charming Rajat a 
sudden heart attack kills Korobi’s grandfather, reveal-
ing serious financial problems and a devastating secret 
about Korobi’s past. Shattered by this discovery and by 
her grandparents’ betrayal, Korobi decides to undertake 
a courageous search to find her true identity. AVAILABLE 
NOW

Palisades Park by Alan Brennert
In the 1930s there is no place more magi-
cal than Palisades Amusement Park in New 
Jersey--especially for seven-year-old Toni 
and her brother Jack. Lured by the world’s 
biggest salt-water pool, Toni dreams of one 
day becoming a high diver. When her family 

splits apart as the Great Depression and Pearl Harbor hap-
pen, they are always drawn back to each other, and back to 
Palisades Park. Brennert takes us back to a time when life 
seemed simpler--except, of course, it wasn’t. AVAILABLE 
APRIL 9TH

Woke Up Lonely 
by Fiona Maazel
Thurlow Dan is the founder of the Helix, a cult 
that promises to cure loneliness. But Thur-
low is lonely for his ex-wife, Esme, and their 
daughter. Esme, for her part, is a covert agent 
who has spent her life spying on Thurlow. 

Now, with her superiors demanding results, she recruits 
four misfits to botch a reconnaissance mission. But when 
Thurlow takes them hostage, he ignites a siege of the Helix 
House that will change all their lives forever. AVAILABLE 
APRIL 2ND

The Unchangeable Spots 
of Leopards
by Kristopher Jansma
From the jazz clubs of Manhattan to the 
villages of Sri Lanka, Jansma’s narrator 
will be inspired and haunted by the success 

of his greatest friend and rival in writing, the brilliantly 
talented Julian McGann, and endlessly enamored with 
Julian’s enchanting friend, Evelyn. After the trio has a 
disastrous falling out, desperate to tell the truth in his 
writing and to figure out whom he really is, Jansma’s nar-
rator finds himself caught in a never-ending web of lies. 
AVAILABLE NOW

The Golden Egg by Donna Leon
When Brunetti’s wife Paola comes to him with 
a request to look into the death of the deaf, 
mentally disabled man who worked at their 
dry-cleaners he finds that the man left no 
official record. Stranger still, the dead man’s 
mother is reluctant to speak to the police. 
As clues stack up, Brunetti suspects that the 

Lembos, a family of aristocratic copper magnates, might be 
somehow connected to the death. But could anyone really 
want this sweet, simple-minded man dead? AVAILABLE NOW

The Smart One 
by Jennifer Close
Weezy Coffey’s oldest child, Martha, is thirty 
and living in her childhood bedroom after 
a spectacular career flameout. Her middle 
child, Claire, has broken up with her fiancé 
and cancelled her wedding. And her young-

est, Max, is dating Cleo, a girl so beautiful and confident 
she wears her swimsuit to family dinner. As the Coffey chil-
dren’s various missteps drive them back to their childhood 
home, Weezy suddenly finds her empty nest crowded and 
her children in full-scale regression. AVAILABLE APRIL 2ND

Love Water Memory
by Jennie Shortridge
After she comes to in the chilly San Francisco 
Bay Lucie Walker makes her way back home 
to Seattle and adjusts to life with amnesia, 
growing unsettled by the clues she finds to the 
selfish, carefully guarded person she used to 

be. When Lucie learns that her fiancé Grady has been hiding 
some very painful secrets she musters the courage to search 
for the shocking, long-repressed childhood memories that 
will finally set her free. AVAILABLE APRIL 2ND

The Shelter Cycle
by Peter Rock
Growing up in the Church Universal and Tri-
umphant, friends Francine and Colville grew 
up believing the world could end in the 1980s. 
When the prophesized apocalypse did not 
occur the sect’s members resurfaced and the 

children grew up in a world they believed might no longer 
exist. Twenty years later, Francine and Colville are reunited 
while searching for an abducted girl and begin to wonder if 
all the things they were raised to believe were misguided, 
why then do they suddenly feel so true? AVAILABLE APRIL 
2ND

Heart of Palm by Laura Lee Smith
Utina, Florida once enlivened by the trade in 
Palm Sunday palms and moonshine hasn’t 
seen economic growth in decades, and no fam-
ily is more emblematic of the reality than the 
Bravos. Little do any of them know that Utina 
is about to meet the tide of development that 
has already engulfed the rest of Northeast 

Florida. When opportunity knocks, tempers ignite, secrets 
are unearthed, and each of the Bravos is forced to confront 
the tragedies of their shared past. AVAILABLE NOW

Life After Life by Jill McCorkle
Pine Haven Estates is a retirement facility 
now home to a good many of Fulton, North 
Carolina’s older citizens. From Stanley Stone, 
once Fulton’s most prominent lawyer, now 
feigning dementia to escape life with his 
son to Rachel Silverman, recently widowed, 
whose decision to leave her Massachusetts 

home and settle in Fulton is a mystery to everyone but her, 
McCorkle celebrates the blessings and wisdom of later life 
and infuses this remarkable novel with hope and laughter. 
AVAILABLE NOW
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Everything Is Perfect When 
You’re a Liar by Kelly Oxford
With the wit and self-deprecation she’s known 
for, Kelly Oxford shares all those other things she 
“is,” like: A wunderkind producer of pirated stage 
productions for six-year-olds, not the queen of the 
world, an underage schnitzel-house dishwasher, 

the kid who stood up to a bully and almost passed out from the 
resulting adrenaline rush, that girl who peed her pants in the gas 
station that one time, and a terrible liar. AVAILABLE APRIL 2ND

Never. Say. Die. 
by Brian Murphy
Never. Say. Die. is truly an art book in 
form and in function. Featuring over 125 
awe-inspiring photographs, this book 

provides a rare view as seen through the lens of photogra-
pher, Brad Mangin, resulting in a beautiful baseball photo 
monograph that San Francisco Giants’ fans and baseball 
fans around the world are sure to relish. The book’s design 
and format go above and beyond the typical sports photo 
book, emphasizing the grit and edge of the Giants’ character 
throughout the season.  AVAILABLE NOW

Shingle Style by Lucia Howard
Shingle Style traces the path of shingle-clad 
residential architecture from its Romantic 
beginnings to the current dizzying variety of 
architectural ideas--from modern to historicist, 
green to organic--expressed in the Shingle Style. 
David Duncan Livingston’s full-color photo-
graphs exquisitely capture these architectural 

masterpieces, complete with delightful original interior details, 
and authors Lucia Howard and David Weingarten place these 
houses in their proper historical context as examples of the 
best American Shingle Style design. AVAILABLE APRIL 16TH

How to Fake a Moon Landing
by Darryl Cunningham
Is hydro-fracking safe? Is climate change real? 
Did the moon landing actually happen? How 
about evolution: fact or fiction? Author-illustrator 
Darryl Cunningham looks at these and other hot-
button science topics and presents a fact-based, 

visual assessment of current thinking and research on eight 
different issues everybody’s arguing about. His lively storytell-
ing approach incorporates comics, photographs, and diagrams 
to create substantive but easily accessible reportage. A graphic 
milestone of investigative journalism! AVAILABLE NOW

Valentino: Master of 
Couture by Claire Catterall
Focusing as much on Valentino and 
his glamorous lifestyle as it does on 
his legendary dressmaking techniques 

and atelier, Valentino provides unprecedented access to 
Valentino’s personal archive, and the selected visual mate-
rial includes personal photographs of and by Valentino and 
his close circle in his art-filled homes and at social events, 
giving the book the feel of a personal album and the viewer 
access to a unique life. AVAILABLE APRIL 2ND

Mom & Me & Mom 
by Maya Angelou
For the first time, Angelou reveals the triumphs 
and struggles of being the daughter of Vivian 
Baxter, an indomitable spirit whose presence 
was absent during much of Angelou’s early life. 
When her marriage began to crumble, Vivian 

famously sent three-year-old Maya and her older brother 
away from their California home to live with their grand-
mother. The subsequent feelings of abandonment stayed with 
Angelou for years, but their reunion, a decade later, began a 
story that has never before been told. AVAILABLE NOW

How to Be a Friend to a 
Friend Who’s Sick
by Letty Cottin Pogrebin
Throughout her recent bout with breast can-
cer, Letty Cottin Pogrebin became fascinated 
by her friends’ and family’s diverse reactions 
to her and her illness. She began talking to 

her fellow patients and dozens of other veterans of serious 
illness, seeking to discover what sick people wished their 
friends knew about how best to comfort, help, and even sim-
ply talk to them. Now Pogrebin has distilled their collective 
stories and opinions into this wide-ranging compendium of 
pragmatic guidance and usable wisdom. AVAILABLE NOW

Drunk Tank Pink by Adam Alter
The physical environment, from locations to 
colors, guides our hand in unseen ways. Dimly 
lit interiors metaphorically imply no one’s 
watching and encourage dishonesty and theft, 
while blue lights discourage violent activity 
because they’re associated with the police. 
Drunk Tank Pink is full of revelatory facts, 

riveting anecdotes, and cutting-edge experiments that col-
lectively explain how the most unexpected factors lead us to 
think, feel, and behave the way we do. AVAILABLE NOW

Dirty Wars by Jeremy Scahill
As America’s secret wars spread violence and 
chaos across the planet, the country is being 
drawn ever deeper into conflicts with the 
potential for enormous blowback and instabil-
ity. Scahill opens a devastating window into the 
secretive world of the shadow warriors tasked 
with prosecuting these wars. Through his brave 

reportage, the human casualties of this unaccountable violence 
are also given a voice, putting a human face on the dirty wars 
the United States struggles to keep hidden. AVAILABLE NOW

The Democracy Project
by David Graeber
David Graeber, one of the most influential 
scholars and activists of his generation, 
takes readers on a journey through the idea 
of democracy, provocatively reorienting our 
understanding of pivotal historical moments, 

and extracts their lessons for today. Underlying it all is a 
bracing argument that in the face of increasingly concen-
trated wealth and power in this country, a reenergized, 
reconceived democracy--one based on consensus, equality, 
and broad participation--can yet provide us with the just, 
free, and fair society we want. AVAILABLE APRIL 9TH

Maranoia by David Rose
In November 2010, many expected California 
to become the first state to fully legalize mari-
juana. But Prop 19 was not only defeated, it was 
crushed, and the marijuana growers them-
selves, who launched a major campaign to keep 
their product illegal, drove the opposition. Why? 
To find out, journalist David Rose went beyond 

the Redwood Curtain of Northern California and what he dis-
covered was not only eye-opening, but, at times, heart-breaking 
and, at other times, terrifying. AVAILABLE APRIL 2ND

Gulp by Mary Roach
Why doesn’t the stomach digest itself? Can 
constipation kill you? Did it kill Elvis? In Gulp 
we meet scientists who tackle the questions 
no one else thinks of--or has the courage to 
ask. Traveling from a pet-food taste-test lab 
to a live stomach to observe the fate of a meal, 
and everywhere in between, Roach takes 

us around the world and has again created a book that is 
as much about human beings as it is about human bodies. 
AVAILABLE NOW

Letters to a Young Scientist
by Edward O. Wilson
Inspired by Rainer Maria Rilke’s Letters to a 
Young Poet, Edward O. Wilson has distilled 
sixty years of teaching with these twenty-one 
letters, each richly illustrated, and featuring 
autobiographical anecdotes that illuminate 

his career as a Pulitzer Prize-winning biologist. From the 
collapse of stars to the exploration of the oceans’ depths, 
Wilson instills a love of the innate creativity of science and 
a respect for the human being’s modest place in the planet’s 
ecosystem in his readers. AVAILABLE NOW

The Drunken Botanist
by Amy Stewart
Of all the extraordinary and obscure plants 
that have been fermented and distilled, a few 
are dangerous, some are downright bizarre, 
and one is as ancient as dinosaurs but each 
represents a unique cultural contribution to 

our global drinking traditions and our history. This fascinat-
ing concoction of biology, chemistry, history, etymology, and 
mixology with more than fifty drink recipes and growing 
tips for gardeners will make you the most popular guest at 
any cocktail party. AVAILABLE NOW

The Alchemists by Neil Irwin
The Alchemists begins in Stockholm, Sweden, 
in the seventeenth century, where central 
banking had its rocky birth, and then pro-
gresses through a dazzling tutorial on how the 
central banker came to exert such vast influ-
ence over our world. Irwin covered the Fed 
and other central banks from the earliest days 

of the crisis for the “Washington Post” and his account is the 
holistic, truly global story of the central bankers’ role in the 
world economy we have been missing. AVAILABLE APRIL 4TH

Decisive by Chip & Dan Heath
Research in psychology has revealed that our 
decisions are disrupted by an array of biases 
and irrationalities. In Decisive, the Heaths, 
based on an exhaustive study of decision-mak-
ing literature, introduce a four-step process 
designed to counteract these biases, offering 
fresh strategies and practical tools enabling 

us to make better choices. Because the right decision, at the 
right moment, can make all the difference. AVAILABLE NOW

Cook It Raw
edited by Alessandro Porcelli
Initially held in Copenhagen in 2009, the 
‘Raw’ dinner has become an annual event 
bringing together an exciting collection of 

avant-garde chefs to create unique meals and explore social, 
cultural, and environmental issues. Normally reserved for a 
select group of diners this book shares the ‘Raw’ collective’s 
philosophy and endeavors. Featuring leading food writers 
such as Anthony Bourdain and Andrea Petrini, over 400 
images, recipes, notes and anecdotes this is a truly inspiring 
collection. AVAILABLE NOW

Vegetable Literacy
by Deborah Madison
Vegetable Literacy shows cooks that, 
because of their shared characteristics, 
vegetables within the same family can be 

used interchangeably in cooking. With more than 300 classic 
and exquisitely simple recipes, Madison brings this wealth of 
information together in dishes that highlight a world of comple-
mentary flavors. Inspiring improvisation in the kitchen and 
curiosity in the garden, Vegetable Literacy--an unparalleled 
look at culinary vegetables and plants--will forever change the 
way we eat and cook. AVAILABLE NOW



1 7:00 PM · SF · The Marina ·  
2251 Chestnut St · 415-931-3633

Time to get excited! The Bloggess a.k.a Jenny 
Lawson is celebrating the paperback release 
of her poignant and hilarious memoir, Let’s 
Pretend This Never Happened. Get your vogue 
poses ready, Jenny will be bringing along one 
of her taxidermy buddies for photo ops!

7:30 PM · SF · Nourse Theater ·  
275 Hayes Street · 415-392-4400

City Arts & Lectures presents Sheryl Sand-
berg, author of Lean In: Women, Work, and the 
Will to Lead, in conversation with Condoleeza 
Rice.

2 7:00 PM · SF · The Marina · 
2251 Chestnut St · 415-931-3633

Books Inc. in The Marina proudly presents 
Girls Night Out featuring Laura Munson, author 
of This Is Not the Story You Think It Is…:A Season 
of Unlikely Happiness, in conversation with 
Kelly Corrigan, author of The Middle Place.

7:30 PM · SF · Nourse Theater ·  
275 Hayes Street · 415-392-4400

City Arts & Lectures presents Daniel Kah-
neman, author of Thinking Fast and Slow, in 
conversation with Jonathan Bass.

7:00 PM · SF · JCCSF · 3200 California 
Street · 415-292-1200

The JCCSF presents Cheryl Strayed, author 
of Wild: From Lost to Found on the Pacific Coast 
Trail, in conversation with Barbara Lane.

3 7:00 PM · SF · Opera Plaza · 601 Van 
Ness · 415-776-1111

The founder of the International Paleopsy-
chology Project, Howard Bloom shares God 
Problem: How a Godless Cosmos Creates, an 
exploration of how an inanimate universe 
generates stunning new forms and unbeliev-
able new powers.

7:00 PM · Mountain View · 301 Castro St · 
650-428-1234

Editor-at-Large for “Wired” magazine and 
guru of the digital age Ben Hammersley 
shares his essential guide for life in the 21st 
century, Approaching the Future: 64 Things You 
Need to Know Now for Then.

7:00 PM · Palo Alto · Town & Country  
Village · 650-321-0600

Emeritus professor of psychiatry and human 
biology at Stanford, Herant Katchadourian
shares the story of his life that has spanned 
seven decades and three continents with his 
memoir The Way It Turned Out.

7:00 PM · Alameda · 1344 Park Street ·  
510-522-2226

Alameda Island Poets and Writers with 
Nanette Bradley Deetz. 

7:00 PM · Berkeley · 1760 4th Street ·  
510-525-7777

Dance Selector and Senior Program Direc-
tor of the Art and Music Center of the 
San Francisco Public Library, Toba Singer 
discusses her illuminating biography of the 
father of Cuban Ballet, Fernando Alonso, 
with her book Father Alonso. 

7:00 PM · SF · JCCSF · 3200 California 
Street · 415-292-1200

The JCCSF presents Aleksandar Hemon, 
author of The Book of My Lives.

4 7:30 PM · SF · The Castro ·  
2275 Market St · 415-864-6777

Celebrate National Poetry Month with 
GuyWriters presents My First Gay Love: Gay 
Poets Celebrate the Poets who Inspired Them 
followed by Queer Open Mic. Featuring: 
James Siegel, Baruch Porras-Hernandez, Kevin 
Simmonds, Gregory Pond, Nick Chin, Blythe 
Baldwin, and Amy Dentata.

7:00 PM · SF · The Marina ·  
2251 Chestnut St · 415-931-3633

Anita Hughes shares Market Street, a beauti-
fully crafted novel that travels from high 
society San Francisco and couture fashion 
to famers markets and organic produce.

7:00 PM · Berkeley · 1760 4th Street · 
510-525-7777

Join Timber Hawkeye for an awakening, 
enlightening, and enrichring evening with 
his book Buddhist Boot Camp, featuring mind-
fulness-enhancing techniques that anyone 
can relate to.

7:00 PM · Palo Alto · Town & Country  
Village · 650-321-0600

Celebrate National Poetry Month with a 
panel of local poets: Keith Ekiss, author of 
Prima Road Notebook & The Fire’s Journey, 
Gerard Sarnat, author of Homeless Chronicles 
& Disputes, and Beverly Bie Brahic, author of 
White Sheets.

7:30 PM · SF · Herbst Theatre · 
401 Van Ness · 415-392-4400

City Arts & Lectures presents Alison Bechdel, 
author of Are You My Mother?: A Comic Drama, 
in conversation with Julia Bryan-Wilson.

9 7:00 PM · Berkeley · 1760 4th Street · 
510-525-7777

Spreading awareness for his home country 
of Afghanistan, Atta Arghandiwal tells how his 
homeland turned from a peaceful country to 
one of the world’s deadliest and dangerous 
places with his memoir Lost Decency.

7:00 PM · Mountain View · 301 Castro St · 
650-428-1234

New York Times bestselling author Joshua 
Mohr shares his latest novel, Fight Song, a 

story of suburban stagnation and the search 
for happiness in a world that we are increas-
ingly losing control over.

10 7:00 PM · Palo Alto · Town & 
Country Village · 650-321-0600

Woosh! Follow the “people of the book” to 
the people of the comic book with Harry Brod 
and Superman is Jewish?, a lively guided tour 
of iconic comic book heroes and their links 
to Jewish cultural and religious traditions. 

7:30 PM · SF · Herbst Theatre ·  
401 Van Ness · 415-392-4400

City Arts & Lectures presents David Eagle-
man, author of Incognito: The Secret Lives of 
Brains, in conversation with Kirsten Sanford. 

7:00 PM · SF · World Affairs Council ·  
312 Sutter Street #200 · 415-293-4600

The World Affairs Council presents Moisés 
Naím, author of The End of Power: From Board-
rooms to Battlefields and Churches to States, 
Why Being in Charge Isn’t What It Used to Be. 

7:00 PM · Belmont Library · 1110 Alameda 
De Las Pulgas · 650-591-8286

The Belmont Library presents New York 
Times bestselling author J.A. Jance, sharing 
her latest thriller Deadly Stakes.  

11 7:00 PM · SF · Opera Plaza · 
601 Van Ness · 415-776-1111

Editor of The Outlaw Bible of American Poetry, 
Alan Kaufman minces no words as he looks 
back on a life pickled in self-pity, self-loath-
ing, and guilt as a reaction to his father 
being a French Holocaust survivor with his 
memoir Drunken Angel.

7:00 PM · SF · Laurel Village ·  
3515 California St · 415-221-3666

Director of the Australian National Dic-
tionary Centre, Sarah Ogilvie traces the 
development of the Oxford English Diction-
ary and explains why it is not as ‘British’ as 
we thought with Words of the World: A Global 
History of the Oxford English Dictionary.

7:00 PM · Palo Alto · Town & Country 
Village · 650-321-0600

Food is so much more than what we eat. Join 
contirbutors to the delectable essay collec-
tion The Cassoulet Saved Our Marriage, Caroline 
M. Grant and Lisa Catherine Harper, as they 
share sharp, sweet, and candid memories of 
how pivotal food is beyond the table.

12 7:00 PM · SF · Opera Plaza ·  
601 Van Ness · 415-776-1111

Debut novelist Jane Goldsmith shares Indian 
Winter, the touching story of 14-year old 
Winona’s life in a small Montana town 
entrenched in bigotry. When Winona devel-
ops feelings for Bell, a Native American, an 
unexpected discovery from her family turns 

the whole town’s life upside down.

7:30 PM · SF · The Castro · 2275 Market St · 
415-864-6777

Being a teenager isn’t easy, but that’s espe-
cially true if you happen to be growing up 
gay in the Bible belt. Join author Aaron 
Hartzler for a celebration of his memoir, 
Rapture Practice, a true story about finding 
salvation in the strangest places.

7:00 PM · Berkeley · 1760 4th Street ·  
510-525-7777

Professor of Law Andrew Guzman takes cli-
mate change out of the realm of scientific 
abstraction to explore its real-world conse-
quences with Overheated: The Human Cost of 
Climate Change. 

7:00 PM · Alameda · 1344 Park Street · 
510-522-2226

Alameda artists Rafael and Laura Ramirez-
Gonzales share their beautiful photgraphic 
collaboration chronicling the power and 
importance of powwow gatherings with Bay 
Area Powwwow: Native American Dance in the 
San Francisco Bay Area.

8:00 PM · SF · Orpheum Theater ·  
1182 Market Street · 888-746-1799

The Orpheum Theater presents Good Vs. 
Evil: An evening with Anthony Bourdain, chef 
and author of Kitchen Confidential and Get 
Jiro!, in conversation with chef Eric Ripert. 

13 11:00 AM · SF · The Marina · 
2251 Chestnut St · 415-931-3633

Oh My Gosh! Story Time proudly presents 
Passport to Adventure: A Magic Tree House Live 
Reading Tour, a national tour, sponsored by 
Random House Children’s Books, that brings 
Jack and Annie live and in person to meet 
their fans. Jack and Annie will roll into 15 
cities across the US aboard the “Magic Tree 
House Express.” Fans will enjoy Jack and 
Annie’s magical traveling adventures through 
a live, theatrical performance with songs 
based on the bestselling Magic Tree House 
series. Events will also include cool giveaways, 
and an official Jack and Annie “book stamp-
ing.” Come along for the adventure!

5:00 PM · Berkeley · 1760 4th Street ·  
510-525-7777

The daughter of a chef and a gourmet, Lucy 
Knisley developed an obsession for food. In 
her graphic novel memoir, Relish, (which 
includes delicious recipes) she illustrates 
this love with honesty and wisdom while cel-
ebrating the relationship between food, our 
bodies, and the Earth. 

9:00 AM · SF · AT&T Park · 24 Willie Mays 
Plaza · 415-972-2000

Celebrate the 5th anniversary of the Edu-
cation Revolution Movement and the 10th 
anniversary of the Parents Education 
Network featuring keynote speaker Sir Ken 
Robinson, author of The Element: How Finding 
Your Passion Changes Everything.

ALAMEDA
1344 Park Street · 

510.522.2226

BERKELEY
1760 4th Street · 

510.525.7777

BURLINGAME
1375 Burlingame Ave · 

650.685.4911

MOUNTAIN VIEW
301 Castro St · 
650.428.1234

PALO ALTO 
Town & Country Vil-
lage · 650.321.0600

SAN FRANCISCO
Opera Plaza · 601 Van 

Ness · 415.776.1111
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SAN FRANCISCO
The Castro · 2275  

Market St · 415.864.6777

SAN FRANCISCO
The  Marina · 2251 Chest-

nut St · 415.931.3633

SAN FRANCISCO
Laurel Village · 3515 Cal-
ifornia St · 415.221.3666

SFO
bzinc · Terminal 3   

· 650.244.0615

SFO
COMPASS BOOKS ·  

Terminal 3 · 650.244.0610

SFO
COMPASS BOOKS ·  

Terminal 2 · 650.821.9299 

15 7:30 PM · Palo Alto · Oshman 
Family JCC · 3921 Fabian Way · 
650-223-8700

The Oshman Family JCC presents Alan 
Kaufman, author of Drunken Angel: A Memoir.

16 7:00 PM · Palo Alto · Town & 
Country Village · 650-321-0600

Jaina Sanga shares Silk Fish Opium, a novel 
of Rohini’s journey from a land of imagina-
tion to one of vivid reality as she finds love 
amidst India’s transition from feudal aris-
tocracy to industrial democracy.

17 7:00 PM · SF · Laurel Village ·  
3515 California St · 415-221-3666

Join us for a mystery panel full of excite-
ment, vendettas, and terrifying journeys 
through all levels of society with Cara Black, 
author of Murder Below Montparnasse, and 
Rhys Bowen, author of The Family Way.

7:00 PM · Berkeley · 1760 4th Street ·  
510-525-7777

Professor of Public Policy at the University 
of California at Berkeley, David Kirp shares 
his approach to reforming public education 
and closing the achievement gap for all stu-
dents with Improbable Scholars: The Rebirth of 
a Great American School System and a Strategy 
for America’s Schools.

18 7:30 PM · SF · The Castro · 2275 
Market St · 415-864-6777

Jeff Chu explores the explosive and confusing 
intersection of faith, politics, and sexuality in 
Christian America with his book Does Jesus 
Really Love Me?: A Gay Christian’s Pilgrimage in 
Search of God in America.

7:00 PM · SF · The Marina ·  
2251 Chestnut St · 415-931-3633

The San Francisco Travel Book Club and 
Lecture Series presents Lonely Planet 
writer Kimberly Dunn Lovato, author of 
Walnut Wine and Truffle Groves: Culinary Adven-
tures in the Dordogne.

7:00 PM · Palo Alto · Town & Country 
Village · 650-321-0600

Christina Schwarz shares The Edge of the 
Earth, a magical and moving story of secrets 
and self-transformation set among the 
beauty and lush geography of the remote 
and eternally mesmerizing Big Sur.

7:00 PM · Berkeley · 1760 4th Street ·  
510-525-7777

Former blogger for ThinkProgress and a 
freelance journalist, Lee Fang shares his 
groundbreaking expose to make America 
conservative again with The Machine: A Field 
Guide to the Resurgent Right. 

19 7:00 PM · SF · The Marina ·  
2251 Chestnut St · 415-931-3633

Celebrate National Poetry Month with Bay 
Area poets Gerald Fleming, reading from 
his lyrical collection The Choreographer, and 
Barbara Brauer, sharing her haunting and 
beautiful collection At Ease in the Borrowed 
World.

7:00 PM · Alameda · 1344 Park Street ·  
510-522-2226

Lauded poet and playwright, Judy Jaunita
shares her first novel Virgin Soul, a moving 
tale of one young woman’s life spinning out 
of the typical and into the extraordinary as 
she finds herself in the center of life with the 
Black Panthers in 1960s San Francisco.

20 7:00 PM · Alameda · 1344 Park 
Street · 510-522-2226

Alameda proudly presents Photography 
Meets the Painted Word for a celebration of 
the beauty of Alameda with local painter 
Tom Hughes in conversation with photogra-
pher Douglas Despres. 

21 2:00 PM · SF · Opera Plaza ·  
601 Van Ness · 415-776-1111

Writing instructor and author of The Memory 
Room, Mary Rakow presents her annual writ-
ing seminar featuring readings from a panel 
of her students. 

5:00 PM · SF · The Castro · 2275 Market St · 
415-864-6777

Founding member of modern gay literature’s 
Violiet Quill Club, Felice Picano shares 20th 
Century Un-Limited, two short novels that 
go back to the twentieth century and take 
delicious what-if peeks at outwitting Time’s 
(seemingly) unbending Arrow. 

5:00 PM · SF · JCC · 3200 California Street · 
415-292-1200

The JCCSF presents Mary Roach, discussing 
her latest book Gulp: Adventures on the Alimen-
tary Canal, in conversation with Jack Boulware.

22 7:00 PM · SF · Laurel Village · 
3515 California St · 415-221-3666

Nebula Award winning author Alan Brennart 
shares Palisades Park, a spellbinding story 
about a family of dreamers and their lives 
within the legendary amusement park in 
1930s New Jersey.

7:00 PM · SF · The Marina ·  
2251 Chestnut St · 415-931-3633

Professor of Public Policy at the University 
of California at Berkeley, David Kirp shares 
his approach to reforming public education 
and closing the achievement gap for all stu-
dents with Improbable Scholars: The Rebirth of 
a Great American School System and a Strategy 

for America’s Schools.

7:30 PM · SF · The Castro · 2275 Market St · 
415-864-6777

National Leather Association award winning 
author Laura Antoniou shares her latest thriller 
The Killer Wore Leather, a fetish mystery sprin-
kled with funny prose and frilly panties.

7:00 PM · Palo Alto · Town & Country  
Village · 650-321-0600

Founding member of Seattle 7 Writers 
and funny woman Maria Semple celebrates 
the paperback release of her quirky 
masterpiece Where’d You Go, Bernadette, a 
compulsively readable and touching novel 
about misplaced genius and a mother and 
daughter’s role in an absurd world.

7:00 PM · Berkeley · 1760 4th Street · 
510-525-7777

Freelance food stylist and recipe writer 
Yvette van Boven shares her collection of 
recipes that will truly inspire you to step 
into the kitchen with Home Made Summer.

23 7:00 PM · SF · World Affairs 
Council · 312 Sutter Street #200 · 
415-293-4600

The World Affairs Council presents Anat 
Admati, author of The Bankers’ New Clothes: 
What’s Wrong with Banking and What to Do About It. 

7:00 PM · SF · Chinese American Interna-
tional School Gymnasium · 151 Oak Street 
· 415-558-2000

The parents group SPEAK presents Po 
Bronson, author of Top Dog: The Science of 
Winning and Losing.

24 7:00 PM · Berkeley · 1760 4th 
Street · 510-525-7777

Samuel Avery discusses the economic, eco-
logical, political, and psychological issues 
behind the Keystone XL pipeline--a project 
so controversial it has inspired the largest 
expression of civil disobedience since the 
Civil Rights movement of the 1960s, with his 
book The Pipeline and the Paradigm.

7:00 PM · Alameda · 1344 Park Street · 
510-522-2226

Peggy Riley shares Amity & Sorrow, an unforget-
table novel of belief and redemption following 
a mother and her child’s escape from a polyga-
mous compound in rural Oklahoma.

6:30 PM · SF · World Affairs Council ·  
312 Sutter Street #200 · 415-293-4600

The World Affairs Council presents Shan-
non K. O’Neil, author of Two Nations Indivisible: 
Mexico, the United States, and the Road Ahead.

7:00 PM · Belmont Library · 1110 Alameda 
De Las Pulgas · 650-591-8286

The Belmont Library presents Stuart Woods, 
discussing the latest Stone Barrington 
thriller Unintended Consequences.

25 7:00 PM · Berkeley · 1760 4th 
Street · 510-525-7777

Local author Jane Vandenburgh recounts two 
family dogs that had a profound effect on her life, 
one from her childhood the other from adult-
hood, with her memoir The Wrong Dog Dream.

26 6:00 PM · SF · Opera Plaza ·  
601 Van Ness · 415-776-1111

Join us for our BOOK SWAP SOCIAL!!! Featur-
ing snacks, drinks, prizes, and games.  Fun, 
free, and open to the public.

27 3:00 PM · Palo Alto · Downtown 
Library · El Camino Room · 270 
Forest Avenue · 650-329-2436

The Palo Alto Library presents Dana Sachs, 
author of The Secret of the Nightingale Palace.

28 7:00 PM · Palo Alto · Oshman 
Family JCC · 3921 Fabian Way · 
650-223-8700

The Palo Alto JCC presents Women’s Literature vs. 
Chick Lit  featuring Jane Smiley, author of Pie in the 
Sky, Ellen Sussman, author of French Lessons, and 
Meg Waite Clayton, author of The Four Ms. Bradwells.

3:00 PM · Belmont Library · 1110 Alameda 
De Las Pulgas · 650-591-8286

The Belmont Library presents Steph Cha, 
author of Follow Her Home.

29 7:00 PM · Berkeley · 1760 4th 
Street · 510-525-7777

Veteran AP reporter Chuck McFadden gives a 
fresh and up-to-date look at the many lives, 
campaigns, and contradictions of our once-
was and now-again governor, Jerry Brown 
with Trailblazer: A Biography of Jerry Brown.

6:30 PM · SF · Marines’ Memorial Associa-
tion · 609 Sutter Street · 415-771-6900

The World Affairs Council presents Rajiv 
Chandrasekaran author of Little America: The 
War Within the War for Afghanistan.

11:00 AM · Burlingame · SF Airport Mar-
riott Hotel · 1800 Old Bayshore Highway · 
650-692-9100

The 12th Annual Mills-Peninsula Women’s 
Health Luncheon and Lecture presents fea-
tured guest speaker Anna Quindlen, author 
of Lots of Candles, Plenty of Cake.

30 7:30 PM · SF · Herbst Theatre · 
401 Van Ness · 415-392-4400

City Arts & Lectures presents The Last 
Foxtrot featuring Garrison Keillor, author of 
the Lake Wobegon Series, Calvin Trillin, author 
of Dogfight: The 2012 Presidential Campaign in 
Verse & friends with music by Peter Duchin.

Visit
BOOKS INC. 

locations

· Events Calendar · April
2013www.booksinc.net 5



Market Street by Anita Hughes
Cassie Blake leads a charmed life as the 
heiress to San Francisco’s most exclusive 
department store. But when she discovers 
her husband had an affair, she flees to the 
comfort of her best friend Alexis’s Presidio 
Heights mansion, where she wonders if she 

should give their marriage one more chance. Meanwhile, 
Cassie’s mother is making career plans on her behalf, and 
then there is James, the architect designing her mother’s 
latest endeavor, who is quietly falling in love with Cassie... 
AVAILABLE NOW

The Guilty One by Lisa Ballantyne
Solicitor Daniel Hunter is called to defend 
11-year-old Sebastian who has been charged 
with the murder of a young boy on a London 
playground. While examining Sebastian’s life 
in order to save it, Daniel can’t help but be 
transported to his own difficult youth spent 

in foster care--a time when the one he trusted the most was 
the one who betrayed him. AVAILABLE NOW

Last Friends by Jane Gardam
Filth, which stands for Failed in London Try 
Hong Kong, has spent most of his career prac-
ticing law in Southeast Asia. He met his wife, 
Betty, after she was released from an intern-
ment camp at the close of World War II. The 
first two books in this series told the story of 

their life together, first from Edward’s perspective, and then 
from Betty’s. Last Friends is Edward’s longtime nemesis 
and Betty’ sometime lover, Terry Veneering’s turn. AVAIL-
ABLE APRIL 2ND

What Money Can’t Buy
by Michael J. Sandel
Is there something wrong with a world in which 
everything is for sale? If so, how can we prevent 
market values from reaching into spheres of life 
where they don’t belong? What are the moral lim-

its of markets? Without quite realizing it, Sandel argues, we have 
drifted from “having” a market economy to “being” a market soci-
ety. How can we protect the moral and civic goods that markets 
don’t honor and that money can’t buy? AVAILABLE APRIL 2ND

Why Does the World Exist?
by Jim Holt
An engrossing narrative that traces our latest 
efforts to grasp the origins of the universe. As 
he takes on the role of cosmological detective, 
the brilliant yet slyly humorous Holt contends 

that we might have been too narrow in limiting our suspects to 
God vs. the Big Bang; pursuing unexplored and often bizarre 
angles to this cosmic puzzle. The result is a brilliant synthesis 
of cosmology, mathematics, and physics. AVAILABLE NOW

Escape from Camp 14
by Blaine Harden
Blaine Harden tells the story of Shin Dong-
hyuk and through the lens of Shin’s life unlocks 
the secrets of the world’s most repressive total-
itarian state. Shin knew nothing of civilized 

existence-he saw his mother as a competitor for food, guards 
raised him to be a snitch, and he witnessed the execution of 
his own family. Harden offers an unequaled inside account of 
one of the world’s darkest nations and a riveting tale of endur-
ance, courage, and survival. AVAILABLE NOW

Paris in Love by Eloisa James
In 2009 Eloisa James took a leap that many people 
dream about: she sold her house, took a sabbati-
cal from her job as a Shakespeare professor, and 
moved her family to Paris. With no classes to 
teach, no committee meetings to attend, no lawn 
to mow or cars to park, Eloisa revels in the ordi-

nary pleasures of life--discovering corner museums that tourists 
overlook, chronicling Frenchwomen’s sartorial triumphs, and 
walking from one end of Paris to another. AVAILABLE NOW

God’s Hotel by Victoria Sweet
With its relatively low-tech but human-pace, 
Laguna Honda Hospital transformed the way 
Sweet understood her work, and her patients 
evoked an older idea: the body is a garden to 
be tended. God’s Hotel tells their story and the 
story of the hospital itself, which, as efficiency 

experts, politicians, and architects descended, determined to 
turn it into a modern “health care facility” revealed its own 
surprising truths about the essence, cost, and value of caring 
for the body and the soul. AVAILABLE APRIL 2ND

Some Assembly Required
by Anne Lamott
Stunned to learn that her son, Sam, was to 
become a father at nineteen, Lamott began a 
journal about the first year of her grandson 
Jax’s life. In careful and often hilarious detail, 

Lamott shares hers and Sam’s struggle to balance their 
changing roles. Over the course of the year, the rhythms of 
life, death, family, and friends unfold in surprising and joy-
ful ways. This is the true story of how the birth of a baby 
changes a family. AVAILABLE APRIL 2ND

· Coming in Paper ·6 April
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How to Create the  
Perfect Wife by Wendy Moore
The 18th-century Thomas Day had a clear vision 
of the woman would marry: Pure and virginal, 
yet tough and hardy, she would be completely 
subservient to his whims. After being rejected 

by a number of women, Day concluded that he would have to 
create her. So at the age of twenty-one, Day adopted two girls 
with the goal of training them to be the perfect partners and 
marrying one when the lessons were complete. Unsurprisingly, 
this peculiar experiment backfired. AVAILABLE NOW

Those Angry Days by Lynne Olson
Here is the definitive account of the debate 
over American intervention in World War II. 
At the center of this controversy stood the 
two most famous men in America: President 
Franklin D. Roosevelt, who championed the 
interventionist cause, and aviator Charles 

Lindbergh, the unofficial leader and spokesman for 
America’s isolationists. Their contest of wills personified 
the divisions within the country at large, and Lynne Olson 
makes masterly use of their dramatic personal stories to 
create a poignant and riveting narrative. AVAILABLE NOW

Paris Reborn by Stephane Kirkland
Between 1848 and 1870 Paris was transformed 
from a dirty and congested city to the beauti-
ful capital we see today. The vision belonged 
to Napoleon III and was undertaken by civil 
servant, Georges-Eugene Haussmann. Heed-
less of controversy, at tremendous cost, 

Haussmann pressed ahead with the giant undertaking until, 
in 1870, his political enemies brought him down, just months 
before the collapse of the whole regime brought about the 
end of an era. AVAILABLE APRIL 2ND

The Borgias by G.J. Meyer
Did the Borgias of legend actually exist? 
Grounding his narrative in exhaustive 
research and drawing from rarely examined 
key sources; Meyer brings fascinating new 
insight to the real people within the age-
encrusted myth. Equally illuminating is the 

light he shines on the brilliant circles in which the Borgias 
moved and the thrilling era they helped to shape, a time of 
wars and political convulsions that reverberate to the pres-
ent day. AVAILABLE APRIL 2ND

The Lost Daughter
by Mary Williams
Growing up in 1970s Oakland, California, Mary 
Williams had a father in prison, a hot-tempered 
mother, and four siblings. At thirteen she was 
invited to spend a summer at Laurel Springs 

Children’s Camp, run by Jane Fonda, and was eventually 
invited to live with Fonda’s family following a nightmare assault 
crime in Oakland. The Lost Daughter is a chronicle of her jour-
ney back in time, an exploration of fractured family bonds, and 
a moving epic of self-discovery. AVAILABLE APRIL 9TH

Trailblazer by Chuck McFadden
Chuck McFadden has explored Jerry Brown’s 
childhood in San Francisco, his time study-
ing for the priesthood, his unusual political 
career, and his romances --including a 
long-term relationship with singer Linda 
Ronstadt. Concise, insightful, and enlivened 

by the events and personalities that colored the history 
of California, Trailblazer provides an intimate portrait of 
the pugnacious, adept politician who has bucked national 
trends to become a leader of one of the largest economies in 
the world. AVAILABLE NOW

Unsinkable by Debbie Reynolds
In her engaging, down-to-earth voice, Deb-
bie shares private details about her man and 
money troubles; including building and losing 
her Las Vegas dream hotel and her treasured 
Hollywood memorabilia collection. Yet no 
matter how difficult the problems, the show 

always goes on. Featuring dozens of previously unseen 
photos from Debbie’s personal collection, Unsinkable is a 
poignant reminder that there is light in the darkest times. 
AVAILABLE APRIL 2ND

Shadow Warrior
by Randall B. Woods
World War II commando, Cold War spy, and 
CIA director under presidents Nixon and 
Ford, William Egan Colby played a critical 
role in some of the most pivotal events of the 

twentieth century. Ostracized from the intelligence com-
munity, he died under suspicious circumstances--a murky 
ending to a life lived in the shadows. Drawing on multiple 
new sources, Woods has crafted a gripping biography of 
one of the most fascinating and controversial figures of the 
twentieth century. AVAILABLE NOW

Carrie and Me by Carol Burnett
Despite her busy schedule, Carol Burnett 
always made time for her three young chil-
dren. But her oldest daughter, Carrie, faltered 
in adolescence and hid her pain with addiction. 
Eventually she broke free from her addiction 
and became a successful actress, singer, and 

writer. But tragedy struck again when Carrie was diagnosed 
with cancer. She died at the young age of thirty-eight, leaving 
a legacy of kindness, creativity, and joy, published for the first 
time in this book. AVAILABLE APRIL 9TH
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ALAMEDA

9  Tuesday · 7:00 PM
Alameda’s Young Adult Book 
Club (ages 13+) will discuss 

Daughter of Smoke & Bone by Laini 
Taylor.

10Wednesday · 7:00 PM
The Neptune Garden Book 
Club will discuss The Paris 

Wife by Paula McLain.

18 Thursday · 7:00 PM
The Big Yes Society Dis-
cussion Group will discuss 

Awakening Joy: 10 Steps to Happi-
ness by James Baraz & Shoshana 
Alexander.

19Friday · 5:00 PM
The Our Parents Made 
Us Do This Book Club will 

meet.

25 Thursday · 7:00 PM
The Desert Island Book 
Club will discuss The 

Steel Spring by Per Wahlöö.

26Friday · 5:00 PM
The Magical Tales Of 
Adventurous Children 

Book Club (ages 8-10) will discuss 
Sideways Stories from Wayside School
by Louis Sachar.

28 Sunday · 2:00 PM
The B.G.P. Social Network 
Book Society (ages 16 & 

up) will discuss Monster by Walter 
Dean Myers.

Sunday · 6:00PM
The Intimates: East Bay Queer Book 
Club will discuss Hero by Perry 
Moore.

BERKELEY

6 Saturday · 9:30 AM
The First Saturday Book Club 
will discusss The Life of Pi by 

Yann Martel.

BURLINGAME

18 Thursday · 7:00 PM
The Recommended By A 
Stranger Book Club will 

discuss A Moveable Feast by Ernest 
Hemingway.

25 Thursday · 7:00 PM
The Healthy Lives Book 
Group will discuss Snobs 

by Julian Fellowes.

MOUNTAIN VIEW

8 Monday · 7:30 PM
The Broken Compass Adven-
ture Book Club will discuss 

The Voodoo Wave: Inside a Season of 
Triumph and Tumult at Maverick’s by 
Mark Kreidler.

16Tuesday · 7:00 PM
The Politically Inspired 
Book Club will discuss 

Capitalism and Freedom by Milton 
Friedman.

21Sunday · 5:00 PM
Night Of The Living Book 
Club will discuss The Keep

by F. Paul Wilson.

29 Monday · 7:00 PM
The Hands On Bay Area 
Book Club will discuss 

White Bread: A Social History of the 
Store-Bought Loaf by Aaron Bobrow-
Strain.

PALO ALTO

14 Sunday · 6:00 pM
The Speculative Fiction 
Book Group will discuss 

Soulless by Gail Carriger.

9Tuesday · 6:00 PM 
The Book Busters Middle 
Reader Book Club (ages 9-12) 

will discuss Neverwhere by Neil 
Gaiman.

15 Monday · 6:00 pM
The NYM-Actual-Book Club
(ages 14+) will discuss Love 

and Leftovers by Sarah Tregay.

23Tuesday · 7:00 PM The 
Fourth Tuesday (Margie’s) 
Book Club will discuss 

The House at Tyneford by Natasha 
Solomons.

LAUREL VILLAGE

7 Sunday · 1:00 PM 
The Adventurous Readers 
Club will discuss Jinx by Sage 

Blackwood.

2 Tuesday · 7:00 PM 
The Women We’d Like To Lunch 
With Book Club will discuss 

The Song of Achilles by Madeline 
Miller.

14 Sunday · 1:00 PM 
The Wild Girls Mother 
Daughter Book Club will 

will discuss Destiny, Rewritten by 
Kathryn Fitzmaurice.

16 Tuesday · 7:00 PM
The Foreign Intrigue Book 
Club will discuss Sun and 

Shadow: An Erik Winter Novel by Åke 
Edwardson.

24 Wednesday · 6:00 PM
The Young At Heart Book 
Club will discuss Also 

Known As by Robin Benway.

OPERA PLAZA

13 Saturday · 10:00 AM
The Second Saturday Book 
Club will discuss The Sea

by John Banville.

21 Sunday · 11:00 AM
The World Affairs Council 
Book Club will discuss 

Iron Curtain: The Crushing of Eastern 
Europe, 1944-1956 by Anne Apple-
baum.

THE CASTRO

10 Wednesday · 7:00 PM
The SFLGBT Book Club will 
discuss Just Kids by Patti 

Smith.

17 Wednesday · 6:30 PM
The Central SF Classic 
Lit Book Club will discuss 

The Power and the Glory by Graham 
Greene.
 

THE MARINA

3Wednesday · 7:00 PM
The San Francisco Travel Book 
Club and Lecture Series will 

discuss Last Places: A Journey in the 
North by Lawrence Millman.

14Sunday · 7:00 PM
The Modern Lit Book  
Club will discuss High-Rise

by J.G. Ballard.

16 Tuesday · 7:00 PM
The Cooks & Books Book 
Club will discuss Home 

Cooking: A Writer in the Kitchen by 
Laurie Colwin.

24 Wednesday · 7:30 PM
Classics I Forgot To Read
will discuss The Way of All 

Flesh by Samuel Butler.
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Beautiful Ruins by Jess Walter
From the lavish set of Cleopatra to the shabby 
revelry of the Edinburgh Fringe Festival, to 
the back lots of contemporary Hollywood, 
Beautiful Ruins is gloriously inventive and 
constantly surprising--a story of flawed yet 
fascinating people navigating the rocky shores 

of their lives while clinging to their improbable dreams. 
AVAILABLE APRIL 2ND

Alif the Unseen
by G. Willow Wilson
In an unnamed Middle Eastern security state, 
a young Arab-Indian hacker shields his cli-
ents from surveillance and tries to stay out of 
trouble. He goes by Alif--the first letter of the 

Arabic alphabet. When the head of state security come after 
Alif he is driven underground and must struggle for life or 
death, aided by forces seen and unseen. AVAILABLE NOW

The Red Chamber
by Pauline A. Chen
In eighteenth-century China, the beautiful 
orphan Daiyu leaves her home in the provinces 
to seek shelter with her mother’s family in Bei-
jing. At Rongguo Mansion, she is drawn into a 

world of sumptuous feasts, silken robes, and sparkling jewels-
-as well as a complex web of secret rivalries and intrigues that 
threatens to trap her at every turn. AVAILABLE APRIL 9TH

The Unlikely Pilgrimage of 
Harold Fry by Rachel Joyce
Harold Fry’s days differentiate very little from 
one day from the next. Until one day when 
he receives a letter from Queenie Hennessy, 
who is in hospice and writing to say goodbye. 

Before Harold mails a reply a chance encounter convinces 
he that he must deliver his message in person, and so begins 
a six hundred mile walk to the hospice. AVAILABLE NOW

Equal of the Sun
by Anita Amirrezvani
Based loosely on the life of Princess Pari Khan 
Khanoom, Equal of the Sun is set in 1576 Iran, 
a place of wealth and dazzling beauty. But 
when the Shah dies without having named 

an heir, the court is thrown into tumult. Princess Pari, the 
Shah’s daughter and protégée attempts to instill order incit-
ing resentment and dissent. AVAILABLE NOW

Light Between Oceans
by M.L. Stedman
After four harrowing years on the Western 
Front, Tom Sherbourne returns to Australia and 
takes a job as a lighthouse keeper. After years of 
trying to start a family with no success, a dead 

man carrying a living baby washes ashore and Isabel and Tom 
raise it as their own; it isn’t until they return to the mainland 
they realize the life they have devastated. AVAILABLE APRIL 2ND

BOOKS INC. Clubs Calendar

■  Oh My Gosh Stories, 
Every Saturday at 
11am @ Books Inc. 
in the Marina

■  Storytime Every 
Saturday at 11am 
@ Books Inc. 
Alameda

■  Storytime Every 
Sunday at 11am  
@ Books Inc.  
Burlingame

■  Children’s Story 
Hour! Every Satur-
day at 4pm  
@ Books Inc.  
Mountain View

■  Pajama Party Read 
Aloud! 1st Wednes-
day of the month at 
6pm @ Books Inc. 
Laurel Village

BOOKS INC. Kids Story Times

April 18 · 7:00 PM · SF · Opera Plaza · 601 Van Ness

Not Your Mother’s Books Club™ GETS EVEN with: A night of 
delicious revenge! Featuring tales of revenge both hilarious and 
mythological, NYMBC will be settling the score with Elizabeth Eulberg, 
author of Revenge of the Girl with the Great Personality, and Jill Wolfson, 
author of Furious -- so put on your vengeful face and come on down!

Not Your Mother’s Book Club



Shannon

I know, I know… I’m not the only one who LOVES Jon Klassen.

I think it’s fair to say there’s a Books Inc.-wide obsession with him! 

He’s gone and won the Caldecott Medal & a Caldecott Honor in the same
year.  His books, This Is Not My Hat, I Want My Hat Back, House Held Up by 
Trees, and Extra Yarn, have been called: charming, wicked, subversive 
and yes, sometimes even sweet. 

And now Jon has teemed up with San Francisco’s own Lemony Snicket.  
In The Dark, these two giants in Children’s Lit give us a picture book 
masterpiece that every child can relate to.

I love Jon Klassen. Books Inc. loves Jon Klassen. 

And we hope you do, too!

Be sure to meet 
Jon Klassen AND Lemony Snickett 

at our event!
April 29th · 4:30 PM · Burlingame Library · 

Children’s Room · 480 Primrose Road 

Book sales will start at 3:30, please feel free to come early 
and reserve your spot! 

The signing line is restricted to those who have purchased a 
Lemony Snicket or Jon Klassen book from Books Inc. only.

Flora and the Flamingo 
by Molly Idle
Are you in the market for a double scoop 
of ADORABLE? Good, we’ve totally got 
you covered. New from our local publish-

ing house, Chronicle, is this innovative wordless picture 
book, which utilizes gorgeous and joyful illustration as 
well as interactive fl aps that will especially appeal to the 
budding ballerina. (AGES 3-6) AVAILABLE NOW

Poems to Learn by Heart 
by Caroline Kennedy
Celebrate National Poetry Month with this 
fabulous collection of poems, collected by 
Caroline Kennedy and featuring paintings 

by the wonderful Jon Muth (author of Zen Shorts and 
The Three Questions). Divided into sections deter-
mined by theme (sports, nature, monsters, family, etc) 
this book features a poem for any occasion, any feeling 
and any life moment. (AGES 3+) AVAILABLE NOW

Mila 2.0 by Debra Driza
For fans of Mary Pearson’s The Adoration 
of Jenna Fox, comes a new sci-fi  thriller 
sure to keep readers wide awake until 
the wee hours of the morning. Combin-
ing James Bond-esque action with deep 

questions about humanity, warfare and artifi cial intel-
ligence, Mila 2.0 is the page turner for the burgeoning 
intellectual. (AGES 13+) AVAILABLE NOW

Museum by Susan Verde
Explore the worlds of European and 
American masterpieces through the 
eyes of a young, whimsical museum 
go-er! Told in perfect meter, this sweet 

natured book will appeal to both lovers of rhyming 
story time and parents interested in edifying their chil-
dren about the experience, and not just the object art. 
(AGES 4-7) AVAILABLE NOW

Awesome Dawson
by Chris Gall
From the author and illustrator who brought 
us Dinotrux and Revenge of the Dinotrux 
comes this new tale of a young inventor. With 

illustrations that seem yanked directly from a child’s dream, 
Gall tells the story of a creative genius bent of getting out 
doing his chores. Just remember: with great horsepower 
comes great responsibility. (AGES 2-6) AVAILABLE NOW

Miss Maple’s Seeds 
by Eliza Wheeler
Lovers of Miss Rumphius, rejoice! 
There’s a new gardener in town. In this 

lushly illustrated new picture book, the potential of tiny 
seeds is explored and honored. Whether it will become 
a mighty tree, or a brilliant fl ower, the destiny of plants 
begins with something small—and Miss Maple helps 
them all fi nd places to call home. Adorable! (AGES 3-5) 
AVAILABLE APRIL 4TH
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Jon Klassen

Shannon is our Senior Children’s 
Buyer. Not only does she have the 
fabulous taste that makes Books 
Inc. Kids what it is today, but she’s 
also a mommy of two! For 2013, 
we will be featuring her very 
favorites. Enjoy!

9 7:00 PM · Alameda · 1344 
Park Street · 510-522-2226
Alameda’s Young Adult Book 

Club (ages 13+ and adults, too) will 
be reading Delusion by Laura Sullivan, 
and high fi ving new members! Never 
been? Now’s the time! Join this East 
Bay club for some good YA fun.

10 7:00 PM · San Mateo 
Library · 55 West 3rd 
Avenue

The San Mateo Library presents 
number one New York Times bestsell-
ing author Brandon Mull sharing the 
fi nal exciting installment in his Beyon-
ders trilogy, Chasing the Prophecy.

14 2:00 PM · Burlingame 
Public Library · Lane 
Community Room · 480 

Primrose Road · 650-558-7400

Celebrate National Library week 
at the Burlingame Library and 
meet award winning children’s 
author Mac Barnett, author of Extra 
Yarn & Chloe and the Lion.

18 7:00 PM · SF · Opera 
Plaza · 601 Van Ness · 
415-776-1111

Not Your Mother’s Books Club™ 

GETS EVEN with: A night of deli-
cious revenge! Featuring tales of 
revenge both hilarious and mytho-
logical, NYMBC will be settling 
the score with Elizabeth Eulberg, 
author of Revenge of the Girl with 
the Great Personality, and Jill Wolf-
son, author of Furious -- so put on 
your vengeful face and come on 
down!

3:30 PM · SF · Laurel Village · 
3515 California St · 415-221-3666

Book Bites storytime proudly 
presents local author Sanda Feder! 
Book Bites is a storytime for newly 
independent readers, and Daisy’s 
Defi ning Day is a perfect fi t for that 
age! So join the Book Bites crew 
for this very cool, early reader 
event. (Ages 5+)

19 4:30 PM · SF · Laurel 
Village · 3515 California 
St · 415-221-3666

All aboard for story time! Sherri 
Duskey Rinker reads Steam Train, 
Dream Train. When the train stops 
to reload, the animals aboard 
grab what they need most for 
their journey; polar bears grab 
the ice cream, tortoises their 
race cars, all the way down the 

line until each car is full of the 
essentials!

20 2:00 PM · SF · The 
Marina · 2251 Chestnut 
St · 415-931-3633

Join author and educator Karen 
Benke for an awesome writer’s 
workshop perfect for tweens, 
teens and parent earthlings, too! 
Karen’s newest book, Leap Write In! 
is the perfect gift for the aspiring 
writer in your family. Activities 
will include a seven-line chain of 
time poem, a circle group poem 
activity and CHOCOLATE MEDI-
TATION. Yeah, you read that 
right. Be there, or don’t get any 
chocolate. (Ages 10+)

23 4:30 PM · Burlingame · 
1375 Burlingame Ave · 
650-685-4911

The much beloved Isabella is back, 
and this time she’s Isabella, Star 
of the Story. Join author Jennifer 
Fosberry for a very special after 
school storytime featuring one our 
favorite picture heroines. Isabella 
and Alexander books are great for 
ages 4-8.

APRIL KIDS EVENTS!

Oh My Gosh! Story Time proudly presents Passport to Adventure: A Magic Tree House Live Reading Tour, 
a national tour, sponsored by Random House Children’s Books, that brings Jack and Annie live and in 
person to meet their fans. Jack and Annie will roll into 15 cities across the US aboard the “Magic Tree 
House Express.” Fans will enjoy Jack and Annie’s magical traveling adventures through a live, theatrical 
performance with songs based on the bestselling Magic Tree House series. Events will also include cool 
giveaways, and an offi cial Jack and Annie “book stamping.” Come along for the adventure! 

April 13 · 11:00 AM · SF · The Marina · 2251 Chestnut St · 415-931-3633
Jon KlassenJon Klassen




